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ATTENTION / 


NEW CATALOG JUST 
OFF THE PRESS: 


A complete listing of genuine 
British imported parts and acces- 
sories. Lucas, K.L.G., Smith. 
For MG and other British cars. 


SEND FOR YOURS TODAY 


Send 10c to cover handling and 
mailing costs to: Sports Car 
Motors, Dept. R, P. O. Box 
5256, New Orleans, Louisiana 


FLEXIFEED ROAD 
SPRING LUBRICATOR 


Your springs are con- 
stantly lubricated with a 
minimum of attention. 
Once fitted, forget 
about them except for 
a periodic topping of 
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i. TO GIVE A ROAD and 
TRACK SUBSCRIPTION FOR 
A CHRISTMAS PRESENT... 


. . . And if you haven’t already a subscription yourself, take 
advantage of this special offer . . 


$6.00! 


. both subscriptions for only 
A saving of $2.40 over single copy price. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


ECONOMY RUN LINCOLN 

Concerning some of the remarks you made 
{Misc. Ramblings, Sept. 1951] in referenee to 
my 1951 Lincoln, the Sweep Stakes Winner in 
this year’s Mobilgas Economy run: 

First of all, a number of-Lincolns have been 
sold with the ‘Plains’ gear ratio giving com- 
plete satisfaction to the customers. Mr. Les 
Rattley, the “AAA” technical representative, 
was in charge of the impounding of this car 
immediately after the canyon run and later per- 
sonally drove the automobile to Indianapolis and 
back. He was more than pleased with the per- 
formance of the car and averaged well over 22 
miles to the gallon for the entire trip. 

I sent the car to Indianapolis with the hopes 
of establishing a new record for the Stevens 
Trophy. I personally turned the traek with 
comparative ease at a little over 90 miles an 
hour. I asked George Conners to take a few 
laps “flat out’? and his speed was 93 mph. 

Your editorial claim for the performanee of 
the 1937 Model 812 supercharged Cord is a little 
fouled up. Perhaps I can enlighten you as I 
have had in my possession the reeords, lap by 
lap, of what the Cord did. 

In 1937 the Cord had an optional tire size of 
either 6.50 x 16 6-ply or 7.00 x 15 4-ply tires as 
standard equipment. As the Lincoln tire size 
was 8.00 x 15 4-ply super balloon, I was forced 
to run the Lincoln with these super soft tires 
which are useless for any racing purpose. As 
the tire wear was terrific at above 90 mph, Mr. 
John Moore of Firestone and I decided to reduce 
the speed to 86 mph for a distance of 75 miles 
to see if this super balloon tire could take it 
. .. the result was still-negative and the right 
front tire was gone. 

The Cord was also forced to reduce its speed 
to conserve tires in 1937. Had I been able to 
use Firestone De Luxe Champion racing tires 
in the 8.00 x.15 size, I feel positive that a new 
record would have been established by the Lin- 
coln this year. In testing the racing type Fire- 
stone tires I found that they could stand ap- 
proximately four times the punishment that the 
regular passenger tires could take. The “AAA” 
refused to grant permission to use the raeing 
tire as it was not a factory type tire. 

The Stevens Trophy was won by Cord in 1937 
with an average speed of slightly over 79 mph 
and not the 95 mph you claim. The 95 mph 
mark was established at Bonneville on a 10- 
mile circular course which is a much faster 
circuit than the ‘brick yard.” 

In. closing I would like to say that the Econ- 
omy Lincoln was traveling on the fast laps at 
a speed of a little over an honest 100 mph at 
the end of the “back chute.” 


Inglewood, California Bob Estes 


EXCELLENT HILLMAN SERVICE 


Re: the service overcharge to Del Cripps on a 
brake reline. It seems that there are chiselers 
in the foreign car garages as well as American, 
I own a Hillman Minx and the comparative 
costs are interesting. 


Brakes: estimate, $25.00, cost $25.51, includ-- 


ing pulling the two rear half axles to replace 
grease retainer rings, one of which was leaking 
(an extra 2 hrs. of Jabor). 

Valves: estimate $34.00, cost $37.60, including 
two replaced exhaust valves (at my suggestion). 

This excellent treatment was accorded me at 
Peter Satori’s Pasadena garage, where I have 
always received unusually considerate treatment, 

I would recommend that Miss Cripps (and 
others inher position) take her car to the 
authorized dealer for Austin, and if not satis- 
fied, write to Austin in England. I have’ found 
that the British stand behind their customers 
100%. In one case of which I know, a customer 
Was given a new car because his first one was 
not up to what the manufacturer considered his 
standard. 


Altadena, California Barclay Thomson Jr. 


POOR SERVICE 


Miss Del Cripps’ comments on the high cost 
of service on imported cars will, I am sure, be 
echoed by hundreds—if not thousands—of own- 
ers all over the country, 

What really burned me, was paying fifty 
dollars for a new clutch, and then three weeks 
later having to pay another fifty for another 
clutch! Also, I had a defective oil filter burst 
last year a few miles after installation—I re- 
turned it for credit and at last reports the 
credit had not yet been cleared. 

Since I have bought in the past thirty months 
something over six thousand dollars worth of 
British cars I think I am a fairly desirable 
customer. There is a limit to everything, and I 
am approaching the limit of my patience with 
excessive charges and poor service. 

c/o FPO,San Francisco, Calif, 
John A. Morrisey, CRO 
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ECONOMY SIZE AUSTIN SERVICE 

Having read in your last issue of a $56.00 
brake job done on an Austin A-40, I feel 
compelled to write you in the interests of,fair- 
ness to car and dealer. 

Today I had a complete brake job on an 
Austin A-40 at Angell Motors, Glendale, as 
follows: $10.50 labor, $7.95 bonded linings, $.28 
tax—Total cost for relining brakes $18.73. 

In addition I had a lube job, changed oil and 
T&D, repacked front wheel bearings, and re- 
placed one leaky rear axle grease seal. The com- 
plete cost was $27.22, of which $18.73 was 
brakes, 

Looks like the $56 job was the large economy 
size, er sumpin. 
Glendale, Calif. 


AUSTIN SERVICE CHARGES 


Your correspondent Del Cripps does the legiti- 
mate foreign car dealer, and the Austin dealers 
in particular, a grave disservice. 

There are unethical people in all trades, and 
we can show her domestic car overhauls, ad- 
vertised at $49.95, on which she would be lucky 
to get out at less than $100. y 

Before bowing to a seemingly exorbitant 
charge of $56 for a brake job again, we suggest 
that Del Cripps consult one or more Austin 
dealers, carefully screened and selected by the 
Austin organization for their business ethics, 
and get things straight. We wonder whether it 
was even an Austin dealer that she went to. 

Our price for a complete re-line on brakes, 
for an Austin A-40, is $18.95. This compares 
faverably with the same job on any domestic 
ear, if done by a factory-authorized new car 
dealer, using genuine parts. 

Cavalier Motor Cars, Ltd., Noel R. Kirk 
L. A., Calif. 


Miss Cripps says Austin of England repaid 
$20 ef the $60 frame repair eharge . . . actual 
brake reline charge was $19.45 (standard 
price) . .. seals and hydraulic parts ran cost 
up .. . $7.92 for two front brake hoses and 
$5.00 for installing them . .. work was done 
by authorized dealer.—Ed. 


DOHC O-CYL. BUBBLE GUM SPL. 


I am thinking of building a sport car of the 
600 ce elass . no cylinders at all, just a 
eouple overhead cams wound up real tight by 
a_rubber band. 

To reduce weight and simplify construction, I 
will use bubble gum for the body (if this does 
not put me in the “‘blown”’ class) and laminated 
chicken feather suspension. 

JT am undecided whether to use bread sticks 
or uncoo!ed Italian Spaghetti for the frame 
members. What would you advise? 


Les Angeles, Calif. V. R. Gardner 


Harwood L. Jones 


Morphine and jacket—Ed. 


LE SABRE DESIGNED IN VACUUM? 


This business about the Le Sabre being the 
“car of the future” is a fallacy. 

There is no such thing. 

If a car can be built today, no matter how 
radical it may be, then it exists as the “‘car 
of today”. 

If the Le Sabre is years ahead of what is 
being produced today, then it follows that our 
presently massed-produced products are years 
behind. 

It is my belief that neither the Le Sabre nor 
the American stock car can justly qualify as the 
ear of today ,as long as the automotive industry 
refuses to use the existing technology to its 
fullest extent. 

The first sign of this condition will be when 
automobiles are designed by engineers in wind- 
tunnels instead of so-called stylists in vacuums. 
Chicago 138, Ill. West Weisenborn 


LE SABRE AGAIN 


In defense of ‘Le Sabre’”’ 
whinney is a designer . 
thinks in the future of cars without a 
steering wheel . - Just put a plug into your 
ears and when the car is doing 190 mph, you 


Gad! Ma- 
not a driver! He 


think it should turn right (or left) and_ it 
does . very good for people who can 
thins ean et 


However, in the world, there are a few peo- 
ple who love cars . . . because they are cars! 
sate who like to know where the gears are. 
Shifting” is ‘fun’? for a guy who loves his ear! 

All this boils down to... “‘let’s keep sports 
cars ... automobiles .. .z 


Norfolk, Virginia Dexter §, Miller 


AUSTRALIAN AND RUSSIAN FORDS 


Re: the article concerning ‘Ford International’ 
in your July issue. 


I believe that there are two more countries 
whose Ford products you have overlooked. In 
Australia there is an assembly plant producing 
an open utility coupe on the 1950-51 American 
Ford chassis, as well as a four-door British | 
Anglia sedan and an open four-seater Anglia 
touring car. 


In Russia, during the 1930’s, they produced a 
Ford similar to the 1933-34 American model, and 
earlier, the Model A was made there. 


Springfield, Mass. Robert N. Tuthill 


The Ford operation in Australia is not manu- 


facturing, but merely the assembly of com- 
pleted parts shipped “knocked down.” Some of 
the bodies are completely Australian. This type 


of operation is required by Australian import 
regulations. The first and still the only car 
built completely_in Australia is the GM Holden. 

The Russian cars referred to were not pro- 
duced with the cooperation of the Ford Motor 
Company (except the model ‘‘A’”’), tho they 
were obviously carbon copies. The present Zis 
is a cold copy of the Packard, and the Moscoy- 
vich is nothing but a poor copy of General 
Motors’ German Opel Olympia. 

So, we cannot say that Ford builds or has 
built cars in either Australia or Russia.—Ed. 


FRANKLIN ENTHUSIAST 
I_am an old time Franklin auto repair man 


. .. have a 1928 Franklin Sedan painted red 
and a model 11-A Roadster which I use daily. 


Chicago Lawn, IIl. Edward Landermichel, Jr. 


AMERICAN SPORTS CARS UNWELCOME 


As an enthusiast of sports car racing in 
Southern California, it has come rather forcibly 
to my attention that American hand made sports 
cars and their owners are becoming increasingly 
unwelcome, for example: The exceptional, hand- 
built Seifried American sports car (R&T Sept. 
P.5) which proved its self to be a champion 
at the Carrell Speedway (Aug. 29.) and at the 
El Segundo Acceleration trials. ; 

This same car ran more than half of the 
Palm Springs Road Race main event in third 
position, then was forced to pull in the pits by 
an inexperienced flagman to tighten a_ loose 
wheel which was not loose. The car was forced 
to drop out of the race at 62 laps (65 lap race) 
dué to a worn out right rear tire and was still 
holding 4th place at that time. 

Among the trophies that were offered was one 
for ‘“‘Best Performance by an American Sports 
Car’. This trophy was never awarded, in spite 
of the superb performance of the Seifried ear. 

I’m not against foreign cars, in fact, I am 
100% for seeing many more of these small, 
economical, beautifully-built cars take the place 
of larger cars here. But, let’s not kill the com- 
petitive spirit among enthusiastic designers and 
builders of hand-made American sports cars. 


Torrance, Calif. R. G. Snider 


C.S.S.C. officials say Seifried: did win the 
trophy.—ED. 


NO SUCH JAGUAR AS ’SILVERSTONE’ 


Chuck Hornburg, Jaguar’s distributor for the 
Western U. S., tells us that Sam Weill’s refer- 
ence [October Road and Track, page 6] to the 
lightened Jaguar that Hornburg entered at Elk- 
hart Lake may possibly give rise to some mis- 
understanding. In referring to these aluminum- 
bodied, wire-wheeled cars as ‘Silverstone’ 
modéls, the impression may be given that 
Jaguar have introduced a new model into their 
line. This is not so, and the two cars which 
Phil Hill and South American George Malbrand 
drove only slightly deviated from normal 
XK-120s to the extent of carrying a lighter 
body’ and seats and having wire wheels. And, 
there are ne more of them! 

Coventry, Eng. E.W. Rankin, Jaguar Cars, Ltd. 


We' nickname lovin’ Yanks added Silverstone 
to Jaguar one dark night. Henceforth .. .- 
begone misnomer . . . forget you heard it.—Ed. 
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_ CROWD CONTROL 

After watching the Elkhart Lake road race, 
I began _to wonder if the problem {[erowd 
control} is being met with the most effective 
measures. The erowd there (estimated at 
40,000 to 50,000) showed those of us who were 
flagging at corners the complete inability of 
a few to cope with so many, no matter what 
steps were taken. The crowd’s only desire seem- 
ed to be to fight amongst themselves for the 
privilege of being hit and spread-eagled on a 
radiator. This sacrificial desire varied with the 
popularity of the car and its driver. While an 
MG seemed incapable of instilling this feeling, 
a Cunningham’s passing brought a_ rather 
frightening glint into the eyes of all. Those in 
the front ranks who seemed eontent to just 
watch were given a helping push forward into 
the paths of the cars by those behind (good 
samaritanship or eagerness of those behind to 
get forward and meet their demise?). 

It seems to me that the only answer to geed 
crowd control is the establishment of paddoeks 
and enclosures at various vantage points around 
the circuit. Obviously, all the enclosures weuld 
not have the ‘best’ view; however, everyone 
that goes to the theater cannot sit in 8th row 
eenter. There are probably people who would 
like to sit on the stage and watch the actors, 
but rules require them to sit in the seats pro- 
vided for them. Why cannot this rule apply to 
circuit racing? Certainly many would like to 
sit on the curb with their legs stretched out on 
the tarmac, but for the safety of both drivers 
and spectators, they should be confined to pre- 
determined areas where their actions can be 
regulated and where needs such as_ refresh- 
ments, ete., can be easily attended to. The 
practice has long been established in England, 
and establishment of it here may in some way 
delay that unfortunate time when one regret- 
able accident may spell finis to one of the finest 
and most colorful amateur sports this country 
has seen. 
Chicago, III. Milten MeN. Traer 
BUYING A USED CAR 

I intend purchasing a used car soon... 
something in the $700-$1000 class. Tho I ad- 
mire the beauty of some of the Detroit products, 
I confess a complete ignorance of their techni- 
cal workings. 

I thought perhaps you could enlighten me as 
to some of the pitfalls a used car buyer can fall 
into. Any information you can supply me will 
be gratefull appreciated. 

Chicago, Illinois Don Lemm 


Unless you are a mechanie or a professional 
car buyer, there is only one way to buy a car 
safely. Take the car you are interested in to a 
reputable mechanic. Pay him to check it from 
stem to stern. Then you'll know the worst... 
and the best. And you’ll save meney in the 
long run.—Ed. 


JAGUAR XK-120 VS. CHRYSLER SARATOGA 

I disagree with your account of a Chrysler 
Saratoga out-accelerating an XK-120. The XK 
must have been a sick dog. 

In the Spring, at our 44 mile standing start 
trials, the fastest KK time was 16.80 sec. The 
dog XK’s were in the low 17 see. 

My blown MG TC’s time was 18.25 sec. 

The quarter mile was measured by a surveyor 
and an electric timer was used. It was most 
accurate. The Saratoga’s best time was 18.70 
sec. [Road and Track’s road test], so it eould 
hardly outdo any XK around Columbus. 
Columbus, Ohio Philip B. Miller 

Our Jaguar XK-120 test (R&T May, 51) pro- 
duced a standing %4 mile in 18.3 sec. Admitted- 
ly, the clutch on this car was in poor condi- 
tion. Tests by our British counterpart, “Motor, 
gave 17.0 sec. However, we only said the 
Chrysler could out-accelerate the Jag to 60 
mph.—Ed. 


SUBSCRIPTION CROOK 
Last August a man who said he was a_sales- 
man for Road and Track came around soliciting 
subscriptions. I gave him a subscription for 12 
months and paid him by check. | 4 
He gave me a receipt and signed his name. 
I have not yet received my first copy. He is 
a crook! 
Dublin, Georgia Fred Flanders 
There are no subseription agents working 
directly for Road and Track. Only well-estab- 
lished major subscription agencies are authorized 
to sell subscriptions for us. Don’t be gypped 
... ask for eredentials and make your check 
out to the agency rather than the individual. 
—Ed. 
(Continued on page 52) 


SALON PHOTO CREDITS 
Saoutchik Talbot — Jerry Chesebrough 
Speed Was His Spur — Courtesy Donald 

Campbell 


Rolls-Royce — Jerry Chesebrough 


Talbot, Stabilimenti Farina — Publifoto 
2.7 Blown Alfa — Jerry Chesebrough 
Dolomiti Race — Corrado Millanta 
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FOREIGN CAR SERVICE 


Altho it may be pleasant to be “carried 
away” by the beauty, performance, econ- 
omy, or prestige of an imported automo- 
bile, a practical consideration of service 
available must be made. 

When buying a foreign car, inquire as 
to the service facilities available, the 
stock of spare parts, and... the cost of 
these necessities. Many manufacturers, 
British in particular, have made great 
strides toward a realistic solution of these 
problems . . . some foreign car dealers 
now offer service and parts stocks equal 
to, or better than, that available for any 
Detroit product. But, like the domestic 
cars, there are a few who concentrate on 
sales and negleet service. Likewise, these 
are a few repair-bill-hijackers . . . who 
should be avoided like the plague. 

These few “bad apples” can spoil the 
pie unless they are eliminated . .. and 
this the manufacturers and distributors 
should do for their own welfare. The con- 
sumer should protect himself by obtain- 
ing unbiased opinions and actual prices 
before placing his business. Avoid that 
“bad taste” by choosing a “good apple.” 


and | RAC K 


LONELY MG TD MARK II 


Some of the American sports car race 
rules must amaze our British friends . . . 
for example, the case of the Mark II MG. 

When ihe TD series MG first made its 
appearance, sports ear racing enthusiasts 
immediately put up a cry of “suspension 
too soft”, and “needs more oomph.” So 
... obliging Lord Nuffield brought forth 
the Mark II version of the TD. 

This should have made everyone happy 
. . . here was a model which was safer 
and more reliable in competition—slight- 
ly faster . . . a true stock production 
sports car. But look, some of the recent 
race rules have given it a double whammy 
by specifically barring Mark II from com- 
petition in the under-1500 cc stock pro- 
duction sperts car class. Those who pur- 
chased the Mark II with the intention of 
competing in steck category now find 
they have a racing orphan. 

Stock production should mean that at 
least 50 ears have been built and 500 are 
on order . . . regardless of improvements. 

We should maintain fairness in sports 
car racing . . . why penalize a manufac- 
turer for producing a better automobile. 


RALLY VS. RELIABILITY RUN 


Of all motor sports, the rally is the 
most universal. And well named, too, for 
every type of vehicle and enthusiast may 
join the “get-together.” 

Recently, however, the misnomer “re- 
liability run” has been substituted for 
the long-accepted title when naming such 
events, Consider the illogical application 
. what reliability is being tested or 
preven? If the vehicle is unable to with- 
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stand mild touring conditions of a legal- 
speed Sunday drive (which a rally is), 
then an overhaul or new car is indicated. 
What else can be measured in terms of 
“reliability” watches, road_ signs, 
contestants? No, this terminology died 
with the advent of reliable motoring . . . 
25 years ago! 

Besides, why use sueh a long phrase 
when “rally” is quite adequate? 
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PHOTOS BY JACK CAMPBELL, BOB CANAAN AND JOE AL DENKER 


Don Parkinson, winner of the Palm Springs race, in his special Jaguar XK-120. 


Palm Springs Road Race 
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CHART OF 


LAP and POSITION 


of each car in 65 lap 
Palm Springs Cup Race 


Make Owner 

Jaguar Spl. Don Parkinson 

. MG TC V-8 60 Bill Cramer 
Jaguar Spl. Charles Hornburg 
Jaguar (Mod. ) Hastings- Harcourt 
Seifried Spl. Dick Seifried 
Simca Spl. Roger Barlow 
MG TD Special von Neumann 
Jaguar XK 120 Irving Robbins 
Mercury Spl. Chuck Manning 
MG TD Spl R. McDougall 
MG Mk. II John Biehl 
MG TD Spl Biil Friedaeur 
MG TC Swartley 
Crosley Tschirgi 
MG TC Gerry Felnagle 
Jaguar XK-120 Sherwood Johnston 
Jaguar XK Tracy Bird 
MG TC s/c Maple 
MG TC Harold Erb 
MG TC Spl. Alfred Coppel 
Morris Minor Spl. Carl Ganschow © 
MG TC Spl. John Edgar 
Cad-Allard Chapman 


Driver 


Owner 

Bill Stroppe 
Phil Hill 
Owner 

Bob Path 
Owner 
Owner 

John Barrows 
Owner 
Owner 
Owner 

Sid. Ingram 
Owner 
Owner 
Owner 
Owner 
Owner 
Owner 
Owner 
Owner 

John Cox 
M. McAfee 
M. Graham 


vee 


Desert temperatures played havoc with the 
3rd Palm Springs Road Race entries; yet, 
oddly enough, big engines suffered most, 
while small displacement cars ran beautiful- 
ly almost all the way. John von Neumann’s 
MG Special, in particular, sounded crisp and 
sharp all thru the race; and it was only his 
running out of gas in the 56th lap which 
prevented him from coming home ahead of 
Barlow’s fabulous Simca—the latter having 
decisively beaten Johnny in each race to 
date. 

Four races were run in all—each interest- 
ing in itself—the first being a hassle for the 
up-to-1500 class, in which two Singer 1500s 
ran against the stock MGs. Kerrigan netted 
a decisive Ist in one of the Singers, followed 
closely by Bob Menefee in his MG, with Bill 
Quinn a good third in another Singer. This 
new 1500 import is bound to worry the stock 
MGs from here on out, tho at this writing, 
the Mark II MG—on paper at least—may be 
more than an equal for the Singer. Future 
stock events will tell the tale. Running with 
this group, but on exhibition only, was 
Breeze’s Cooper, driven by Kelly (as at 
Reno). At the end of the first lap the little 
J.A.P.-engined, Formula 3 car was so far out 
ahead that Kelly took to loafing for the re- 
maining ten rounds. The car looked good in 
all phases—acceleration, handling, etc—tho 
more can be told when it runs in competi- 
tion and is pressed. : 

SECOND EVENT, for production cars, 
1501 to 4000 ce found six XK-120s and one 
Kurtis Sports Car at the starting grid, the 
latter starting in pole position, dropping to 
last on the first lap and holding last for 4 
laps when he spun out and bogged down in 
the sand. Nothing can be determined about 
the Kurtis, inasmuch as owner/driver Fred 
Lovell, on top of having brake troubles, 
frankly admitted he was out for the ride— 
having never driven before in competition. 
Sherwood Johnston grabbed first place on 
the 2nd lap and was never passed. Dick 
Jackson in his XK started in 3rd_ position, 
headed the field on the first lap, dropped to 
2nd place in the 2nd lap and held to the 
finish. In the 7th lap Robbins came in for 
a pit stop with brakes smoking, went back 
in and in the next lap, spun into the sand 
and abandoned the field—brakes gone com- 
pletely. 3rd, 4th and Sth, were (respectively) 
J. Barrows, Harry Steele—of Speed Age 
magazine — and Howard Wheeler. 

The Desert Trophy and the Palm Springs 
Cup were run simultaneously—the former a 
45 lap (103.5 miles) event for 1500 cc un- 
supercharged, and under, and the latter a 
65 lap (149.5 miles) event for sports cars 
up to 8000 cc. 

At the line-up, the spectators were in a 
fine state of anticipation—only slightly damp- 
ened by the fact that Kimberly’s Ferrari 
America, listed as an entry, failed to show. 
The running of Seifried’s Mercury-engined 
Special was eagerly awaited because of its 
win over the field at Carrell Speedway 
(Road and Track September, 1951); also 
Chuck Manning’s tubular chassis, solid front 
axle. Merc-enginer sports car (Road and 
Track, Sept., 1951). Manning’s car, with its 
uncompleted body work, looked very potent 
. . . but Seifried’s looked potent and beau- 
tiful, in the pole position. The drawing for 
position resulted in a great deal of confu- 
sion after the start—this method comparing 
unfavorably with the system of awarding 
positions according to qualifying time, which 
puts faster cars out in front at the start. 

Two more sadly missed entries were Bill 
Friedauer’s A-40 Special and Carsten’s Reno- 
winning Allard—the A-40 not being ready 
in time, and Carsten’s car being in the pro- 
cess of a badly needed overhaul. Phil Hill 
was ready and waiting for the flag in the 
#2 Hornburg Jag, but it never sounded 
right from start to finish, 
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THE RACE ... Starting at the pole and 
Out-accelerating the field, Bob Path (Sei- 
fried) led thru the first lap but was passed 
by hardhick Mike Graham, who drove (with 
his customary verve) the Chapman Cad-Al- 
lard in the lead watil the 8th lap, when he 
snapped a rear axle and retired. 

Meaawhile, Phil Hill, starting 3rd moved 
into 2nd place on the 4th lap and defended 
that position handily until the 35th round 
where he exchanged places with Bob Path 
who had been running a tight 3rd. Parkin- 
son, in his re-built Jag (which flipped in 
practice at Pebble Beach), drove even more 
beautifully than at Reno, if that’s possible. 
Starting 4th in the field, Don passed both 
Hill and Path in the fifth lap and chased 
Graham until the Englishman’s axle failed, 
Whereupon Parkinson took over Ist, was 
never seriously threatened, and even lapped 
the leaders twice before the final flag was 
dropped, 


Stroppe (Cramer’s 2Jr) drove as if on 
rails, steadily working his way from seventh 
at the start, to 4th in the 9th lap, 3rd in the 
86th and 2nd at the finish, passing the 
Seifried whose right rear tire began showing 
fabric arotind the 45th lap. Some confusion 
réstilted when it was announced that Path 
was being called off the course because of 
this tire danger. Path apparently was not off- 
cially waved off, for he continued at speed, 
whereupon E. Forbes-Robinson, in a mar: 
shall’s XK-120, took off after the Seifried. It 
ig unknown what transpired on the back 
stretch between Forbes-Robinson and Bob 
Path, but the fact remains the latter con- 
tinued until the tire finally gave way —at 
which point 2Jr usurped 2nd place and held 
it. Path thumped on until the 62nd lap (for 
him) which was Parkinson’s 65th (race’s 


end). 

All the while Hastings-Hateotrt was dtiv- 
ing steadily and well, dueling in the early 
laps with another black XK-120 driven by 
Sherwood Johnson, (who dropped from 6th 
position in the first few laps to ninth, then 
was called in to tighten a wheel lug nut; ran 
a steady eighth until a flat tire retired him 
for good). Hastings-Harcourt meanwhile 
toured rapidly ’round and ’round until at the 
end of the race he found himself with 62 
laps to his credit—making him 4th overall. 

Overheating problems plagtied Chas. Man- 
ning’s new special, which was making a 
strong bid for recognition—starting 13th and 
jumping fast to 6th by the 9th lap. From 
then on it was in and out of the pits for 
Chuck—to take on water—and he finally 
gave up the ghost in lap 47—making his 
good-natured self 7th overall. 

One of the most beautiful specials ever 
built in this country—John Edgar’s #88 
blown MG — with its clean, Italian-style 
body, was driven by Jack MacAfee in and 


(Continued on page 56) 


Below, drama in the pits. Mrs. von Neumann 
signals Johnny that Barlow is in the pits. 
Johnny took the lead briefly, ran out of gas. 


Se 


Above, Cooper put on 


exhibition, 


driven by Kelly. 


v6, Jaek MaeAfee did wellain Bagi’: Diedt-bodied blown MG until forced out. 
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| Astor Martin DB-2 — 
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SPECIFICATIONS , 

Arrangement and number of cylinders. 6 in line 
Valve arrangement . clined ohy, dohc 
Compression Ratio... Pe PPA eh AC RE Ratt 6:5 to 1 
Horsepower............ % 107 at 5,000 rpm 
Bore: 78mm, Stroke: 90mm, Displacement. 2580cc: 
Transmission: 4-speed Ratios: (11, 7.46, 5.01, 3.77) — 

Optional (11, 7.05, 4.75, 3.77): 
Dry Weight : 2500 Ib. 
Overall Length : A f 161.5 in. 
Overall Width... ae 
Number of Seats ................ 


HEIGHT 53. 


© 


PERFORMANCE « 


Standing quarter mile...18.7 sec. 
‘Flying quarter mile: 


Downwind 
Average .... 


SPEEDOMETER 
Actual Speed Speedometer 
58.2 60 
69.2 70 
109.1 110 


15—... 
SECONDS 
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When one of the first Aston Martins to 
be shown on the sales floor arrived at Inter- 

Phil Hill's Aston Martin is found to be 
national Motors (Hollywood, Beverly Hills), 
Q i by th dii s § Road and Track called Roger Barlow ane 
hotographing the interesting coupe. An 
one 0 t e est an ing an astest cars Roe epee as usual—turned the af- 
fair over to Phil Hill, who agreed to hunt 


ever tested by the Road and Track staff tn°ie.scugon’ et Meee 


No sooner had Phil trundled the car off 

© e the floor, Chesebrough in tow, than he be- 

2580cc engine gives 107 horsepower gan to cast interested, covetous glances at 

: the DBII. During the hour or so spent 

capturing the car’s image on film, Phil made 

up his mind: he had to have the car. Cast- 

ing caution to the winds, and declaring that 

“this is the end of my spending money for 

the next eighteen months,” Phil made out 

The clean smooth lines of the Aston Martin show Italian stlying influence. One of the lowest the papers, signed the bill of sale and stuck 

cars on the road, the Aston Martin stands only 4 feet 5 inches high. Truly a classic beauty. ee wes the engine—to find out what 
made it tick. 


This little anecdote is mentioned to show 
you what kind of an impression the ‘Road 
Express’ made on one of the West’s fore- 
most sports car drivers. And no more need 
be said in that department. 


It was Phil’s car we tested, a few weeks 
later. And no one was more interested in 
compiling figures on the car than he. Tho 
the engine is standard and carries a 3.77 to 
1 overall gear ratio (there is an optionally 
tuned engine and four different gear ratios 
available), the car will live long in the mem- 
ories of Road and’ Frack’s test crew as one 
of the most satisfying cars ever to pass thru 
its hands. 


Aimed at that segment of the public which 
wants a combination sports/touring vehicle, 
which still offers two passengers (four in - 
emergency) weather- tight comfort, the Aston: 
Martin has few rivals in the world today. 
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You get an idea of the car’s ability to get 
places in a hurry when you glance over 
the average Phil made on the way to Reno 
Road Races—84 miles in one hour on the 
open road. 


And this was no record attempt. It was 
fast driving —true— but at no time were 
driver or passenger conscious of strain. Both 
relaxed and were able to maintain a. well- 
modulated conversation when they wanted to. 


In photographs the car appears stubby, 
even high off the ground. In reality, the 
Aston Martin measures 4’ 5” from ground to 
roof top. Compare that against what you 
are driving about the streets and you'll have 
an idea of how low the car really is... a 
wonderful combination of British craftsman- 
ship and coachwork combined with a shrewd- 
ly contrived envelope body. 


Bee The Engine 


The dohe, six cylinder, hemispherical com- 
-bustion chamber engine is one of the world’s 
most modern in design—and most reliable. 
Offered either in standard (6.5 to 1 compres- 
sion ratio) or “Vantage” tune (8.5 to 1), the 
engine is in neither case “hot,” but is docile 
to the point where the Aston may be used 
for business, pleasure or out-and-out compe- 
tition. Phil’s car produces (conservatively) 
105 bhp at 5000, while the Vantage engine 
_—turning at the same speed—delivers 120 
bhp, again a conservative figure. The four 
bearing crankshaft, balanced both dynamic- 
ally and statically, is carried in aluminum 
housings for better heat dispersion. In fact, 


} the engine is beautifully designed thruout 


from its full pressure oiling system to its 
light alloy pistons (with two scraper and 
two compression rings). 


The Transmission and Rear Axle 


Connected to the rear axle by means of 
a balanced open driveshaft (hypoid bevel 
final drive), the gear box is one of two al- 
ternate choices . . . and four optional rear 
axle ratios are available, giving the owner 
practically any performance he desires. By 
combining the five different gear set-ups, 
one has a choice of four overall ratios: 3.5, 
-3.67, 3.77 (as tested) and 4.1; and a choice 
of 8 intermediate gearing combinations .. . 
all close enough to amount to competition 
ranges. 


Chassis and Suspension 


The framework upon which the British 
coachwork is mounted is square/rectangular 
tube, cheaper to fabricate and easier to 
fasten various members to than round type, 
and like most tubular designs, exceptionally 
light and stiff. The lightness, of course, 
makes for better performance and handling; 
the stiffness for more accurate steering ge- 
ometry, freedom from body rattles, etc. 


To eliminate wheel scrub, Aston Martin 
Ltd. has provided a trailing link independent 
front suspension, with coil springs and piston 
type shock absorbers. The rear is an inter- 
esting arrangement —also trailing link and 
coil sprung, with Panhard rods for lateral 
stability. The roll center is higher in the 
rear than in the front: being ground level 
front, and axle level rear. 

While there is actually some slight sway 
in turns (visible to an observer standing 
clear of the car), none of this is felt by the 
driver or the passenger, hence there is no 
need for the driver to cling to wheel, for 
support, while cornering. The suspension is 
quite soft and yet is so beautifully designed 
that it refuses to float the car at speed on 
the highway. A slight firmness is felt at low 
speeds—compared to American cars—but it 
is nothing objectionable. In fact, the car is 
exceptionally smooth for a sports/competi- 
tion car. 
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Body and Interior 


The minute a manufacturer leaves conven- 
tional sports car design and decides to use 
an “envelope” type body, he runs into prob- 
lems: weight, overheating of brakes, visibility 
and so on. Aston Martin Ltd. has conquered 
each one of these cleverly. The weight has 
been kept to 2500 pounds; there are scoops 
(on each side of the grille) to carry air to 
the 12-inch brakes; and the driver has little 
trouble seeing in all directions. The hood 
swings forward from the windshield when the 
driver pushes on a trapeze located under the 
dash. Thus, engine and front suspension, 
completely exposed, are easy to get at. 


Phil Hill’s Notes and Comments 


“The Aston handles as well as any sports 
car I’ve driven, far better than any normal 
passenger car. It understeers in corners .. . 
how shall I explain it? 


There will be slight oversteer with the tires 
soft . . . corrected tire pressure finds the 
driver able to break the rear-end loose at 
high speed, but the steering is so acute that 
a slight correction stops the skid immedi- 
ately. At first I thought I would miss bucket 
seats ... the car has separate, flat seats... 
but I have yet to find any tendenéy for driver 
or passenger to slide around in the car on 
corners, 


What do I dislike? Nothing! ... Oh, yes! 
One thing . . . the wind-wing on the driver's 
side has to be all open or all closed... else 
it interferes with steering. I haven’t driven 
the car in competition ... a 2% litre doesn't! 
have much chance in this country, yet... 
there are so few of that size engine compet- 
ing... but I would like a chance with it, 
in a short race against anything I’ve ever 
driven . . . anything that is not too much 
bigger—like Cad-Allards and XK-120Cs .. . 
and IJ think it would out-run almost any 
production car in the world in a long and 
difficult road race. 

“The DBII handles like a dream and is 
a lot of fun to drive... I had trouble with 
plugs on mine... the company recommencs 
two types ... one for competition and one 
for mild motoring I've got that all 
straightened out now. I had the time of my 
life on the way to Reno—blowing off the best 
Detroit could offer—not only on winding 
roads, but on the straights. Every time we 
stopped in a service station, the attendants 
hung over the car with mad desire in their 
eyes ... proof to me that people are inter- 
ested in real automobiles. Aston has a won- 


derful display of instruments . could be 
better marked tho .. . took me a couple of 
days to get accustomed to them. , . to find 


out which button does what... but I guess 
that’s no real objection.” 


Roger Barlow and Phil Hill discuss Aston Martins in courtyard of International Motors’ elegant 


. 


Beverly Hills showrooms. Phi! now drives the beauty at the left tho not in competition, as yet. 


Even before practice began, it was obyvi- 
ous that the Ist Annual Reno Road Race, 
sponsored by the Reno Chamber of Com- 
merce and run by the Northern California 
Region of the SCCA, (Oct. 31) would be a 
spectacle of brilliant driving and superbly 
turned out sports cars—outstanding ex- 
amples: Carsten’s (winning) Cad-Allard 
(driven by Bill Pollack), looking like a 
true sports car with its luggage rack and 
lightweight wire wheels; Coppel’s neat alum- 
inum-bodied MG; Bill David’s similar model 
with streamlined headrest; the two “Horn- 
burg” Jaguars, (driven by Phil Hill and Bill 
Breeze) sounded crisp and potent as they 
flashed by, tires whining shrilly; Barlow’s 
Simca and von Neumann’s MG in top tune 
...a battle was expected in the 1500 cc class. 

Fastest qualifying laps were turned in by 
Pollack and Hill—2:30.05 and 2:30.06 re- 


Above, Pollack corners in the Carstens Cad-Alllard. Balow, Stroppe a Cramer's MG V-8 "60." 
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spectively. The scene at the start was very 
Grand Prix ... cars were wheeled forth one 
by one—their drivers strolling alongside. 
As the starting flag went up, so did the 
scream of the engines. And as the flag 
dropped clutches were engaged .. . Pollack 
catapulted off the grid while Phil Hill— 
caught in the middle of a “blip” of the 
throttle (which was to clear the engine) — 
sat still with wheelspin. Down the straight- 
away Pollack led by a safe car’s length, 
Phil Hill showing good manners. by tucking 
in behind the Allard when it became obvi- 
ous the latter would lead into the turn. At 
the hairpin, each time around, Hill was 
pushing the Allard hard and made it thru 
first, but the cubic inches of the 6 litre 
Cad engine paid off, so Pollack’s accelera- 
tion put him in the lead on the straight 
again. Lap after lap reeled off with the Al- 
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RENO 
ROAD RACE 


lard and Jaguar but few feet apart. The 
crowd caught the spirit and cheered under- 
dog Hill on. Phil was driving the race of 
his life, but try as he might, he could not 
overtake Pollack. , 

Meanwhile, among the “big cars,” Sterling 
Edwards, driving well, followed Don Par- 
kinson, who was third in his aluminum-bod- 
ied Jag. The race continued in this order 
for 25 laps. Phil lost an oil pressure relief 
valve and was in the pits for four laps, which 
moved Parkinson to 2nd, where he finished. 

Stroppe, driving Cramer’s 2 Jr., moved 
around consistently and smoothly, starting in 
7th place on the first lap, gaining 6th place 
in the 17th lap and then winding up the 
race a solid 4th. 

In the 1500 ce class, von Neumann hugged 
closely behind Barlow on the first lap, to be 
superseded by Bourgeault momentarily, and 
then with his typical tenacity and_ skill, 
finished second in his class and 6th overall; 
Barlow, of course, winning the 1500 cc bacon 
and finishing 5th overall. 

Fairly early in the race, several cars were 
showing signs of hay bale encounters, includ- 
ing Breeze in the green Hornburg Jag, and 
several MGs. Suddenly, Breeze entered the 
corner before the hairpin in a drift, left 
the road, hit the loose shoulder surface, car- 
omed off a boulder, and spun around, dam- 
aged the Jag. The crowd was relieved to 
hear that Breeze had gotten off with a badly 
broken shoulder. 

As the race progressed, both good and bad 
driving was much in evidence—the good 
drivers taking the same groove in corners 
each time around, while the others sawed 
away at their steering wheels and braked 
in the turns. Eddie Jones in his Healey Sil- 
verstone was especially handicapped by his 
choice of a three-quarter steering wheel, the 
gap in which forced him to grasp a steer- 
ing wheel spoke instead of the wheel rim 
on several turns. Jones spun out and over- 
turned on the fast bend, tho it was impos- 
sible to tell how much of the accident was 
caused by the 34 wheel. Sherwood Johnston, 
entering a turn too fast, took to the escape 
road. In his anxiety to get back into the 
race, he backed his Jaguar into a phone 
pole, puncturing his gas tank. 

As Phil Hill went out for his pit stop, 
Pollack, noticing the smoke streaming from 
the Jag, slowed down—only to be given 
frantic “speed up” signals from his crew as 
Parkinson took off after him in hot pursuit. 
Don Parkinson (Jaguar), pushing Pollack 
unmercifully, unquestionably drove his great- 
est race to date. 

The race was finally called during the 
43rd lap. Altho there were 17 laps left 
to go, approaching darkness was making the 
course difficult for the tired drivers, 
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Above, the cars leave black rubber on the pavement at the start. Below, Don Parkinson, (Jaguar) leads John Von Neuman (MG) thru corner. 
RESULTS 

Pos. Car No. & Make Driver 
1 14 Cad-Allard Bill Pollack 
2 5 Jag Special Don Parkinson 
3 26 Edwards Sterling Edwards 
4 2Jr MG V-8 60 Bill Stroppe 

| 5 62 Simea Special Roger Barlow 
6 11 MG Special J. von Neumann 
7 88 Jaguar (modified) Jack McAfee 
8 69 Jaguar (modified) John Barrows 
9 83 Frazer Nash Joe Esherick 
10 2 Jaguar (modified) Phil Hill 

CLASS WINNERS 

Class 1: Pollack (Allard) 
Class 3: Parkinson (Jaguar) 
Class 4: Sterling Edwards (Edwards) 
Class 5: Forrest Edwards (MG TD) 
Class 6: Barlow (Simca) 
Class-7: , Cox (Morris) 
Class 8: Devin (Crosley) Below, the Cooper is sandwiched between two MG's in a ‘no passing’ zone. 


Driver Comments .. . ee 
BILL POLLACK “. . . a most interesting course... 
drivers very courteous . . . (they) waved me by on 
several occasions. Small cars were at a disadvantage 
on the long straights . .. had to make it up in the 
turns. I had to use a lot of brakes and fuel. Phil 
Hill really pushed me till he went out and so did 
Parkinson, who wrove a beautiful race.’’ 


DON PARKINSON “. . . car went well considering 
it is the first race with the new body . . . brakes 
faded, but wire wheels (which I hope to have by 
Palm Springs) will help .. . all drivers should drive 
as novices for five or six races before entering the 
long, main events.” 


ROGER BARLOW “. . . most interesting course... 
hope we can race. here next year . . . stewards: de- 
serve congratulations for crowd control and excellent 
P.A. system.” 


VON NEUMAN “. . . sorry I couldn’t get the big 
(bored out MG engine) in tune... we had to remove 
it just before the race .. . altitude, I guess. Old 
Reliable (his 1320 cc engine) kept me going as 
i! usual, tho.” 

i Notes and comments... 


} Everybody will back up the stewards if they will be 
4 more strict about crowd control—particularly in the 
| pit area... Roving marshalls too, should pull drivers 
| off the course who are driving dangerously. In the 
future technical committees will undoubtedly ban *%4 
steering wheels, however scrutineering in general was 
' thoro and the Reno Police did a marvelous job keep- 
| ing casual strollers out of the way of the 100 plus 

mph ears... the Kelly driven Cooper 500 (J.A.P.) 
' entered in the stock car race was on exhibition only, 
| it being a Grand Prix Formula 3 car. Kelly had his 


—= 


<< _———_Saaaazu 
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foot in it the first- lap, cornering in great style, but 

then backed off and loafed so as not to get too far 
| ahead of the field. The Reno weather was sublime, 
| making California entrants wonder about their Cham- 
+ ber of Commerce publicity, and future race organ- 
| izers may take a tip from the publie address system 

used—a necessary fixture at a road race, if the spec- 

tators are to know what is going on as the cars lap 
/ and re-lap one another. 
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TECHNICAL CORRESPONDENCE 


PITMAN ARM 
How did Mr. Baldwin re-work the tractor 
pitman arm? [{pg. 5 May ’50] I have one and 
it is too thin at 9” to trust. Did he build up 
the end with welding rod to beef it up? 


Long Beach, Calif. John R. Cooley 


Bill Baldwin had to pierce the hole in the 
tractor steering arm. First, you drill a small 
hole . . . say 14”. Then heat the end and drive 
in a long tapered punch, Reheat and use suc- 
cessively larger punches until the hole is out to 
proper size. 

Another way is to upset this section to the 
outside boss diameter required and drill and 
ream the hole to size. The upsetting requires 
making a pair of jaws to support the piece in 
a vise. Heat the end and hammer on the end 
in an axial direction.—Tech. Ed. 


TOP SPEEDS 
What is the top speed of: (1) Ferrari Amer- 
ica, (2) Jaguar XK-120C, (8) Cad-Allard, (4) 
Cunningham? 


Dallas, Texas Bill Bagby 


We can only give rough guestimates as to 
the top speed of the cars you mention: 


Ferrari America — 150 mph 
Jaguar XK-120C — 160 mph 
Cad-Allard — 135 mph 
Cunningham — 150 mph 
—Tech. Ed. 


TUCKER MERCER SPECIAL 


I have a Tucker engine and would like to 
build a two-seater similar to the Mercer draw- 
ing by Teague. I plan to use a tubular frame 
with a very thin aluminum body, Ford YV-8 
clutch, transmission, and rear end. I hope to 
keep the weight under 1700 pounds. 

I am told this engine develops 165 hp at 
3800 rpm and a little over 300 foot-pounds of 
torque at 2000 rpm; also not to wind it over 
3000. 

I have a choice of either a model A quick 
change center section with 3.27 base gear or a 
late Ford Columbia with 3.27 base. What would 
the final ratio of this be? 
Parker, Arizona Fred Stephan 

I am very interested in your project of build- 
ing a car similar to the “11951 Mercer.” By all 
means, do not use Model A gears because they 
won’t stand up under 300 ft-lbs of engine torque. 

I also suggest you use something heavier than 
the Ford clutch and transmission. About the 
only possibility on the basis of weight, gear 
ratios and ruggedness, is the heavy duty Gen- 
eral Motors unit, used with minor differences 
on the Buick 60 and 70, Olds 88, and Cadillac 
and LaSalle V-8s. Low gear on this transmis- 
sion is 2.42 and 2nd is 1.51. Three speeds are 
ample with all this torque and your low weight. 

The final ratio of your Columbia 2-speed 
axle will be 3.27 x 72 = 2.35. With 7.00x16 
tires, this will give 110 mph at 3000 rpm, about 
all you can expect with 165 hp. —Tech. Ed. 


‘32 PLYMOUTH PB HOP UP 


Can a 1932 Plymouth Model PB be hopped 
up? 
Carteret, N.J. 


You can, of course, do a few things to the 
PB—like a semi-cam and milled heads, but if 
you’ve owned this car for long, you surely 
know that the “lower end” is a weak spot. In 
particular, the center main bearing just won’t 
take it. I know of one PA that was given the 
above modifications, and it certainly is a 
sweet-running little car, but the owner has had 
difficulty with mains and rods—it’s been down 
3 times, and he now drives it very carefully. 

I’m usually an advocate of moderate changes, 
but here’s an engine that I recommend be left 
stock, or nearly so.—Tech, Ed. 


NEW SUSPENSION FOR ’38 FORD 


Will a 1939 Ford or Mercury front suspen- 
sion system and a ’39 Ford %-ton pickup truck 
rear axle and spring assembly fit on my ’38 
Ford frame? I want to use airplane-type 
shocks, how do you measure the shocks to 
mount the brackets to the frame and the axles? 


Tulsa, Oklahoma John Combs 


Julian DeSena 


I am reasonably sure that the ’39 front and 
rear suspensions will fit your ’38 Ford frame. 

For shock mounts, set them at the mid-point 
of the stroke, with the car at curb weight, and 
you’ll be close enough. Another way is to check 
out the ’48 Ford (some had telescopic shocks) 
by measuring, and use that model shock and 
brackets. Then you know you’re OK because 
the ’48 car had softer springs with more wheel 
travel (up and down) than the ’38 or ’39 Ford. 
—Tech. Ed. 
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BUICK ENGINE SWAP 

I have a 1936 Buick Series 80 and can buy 
a good ’47 Buick Roadmaster engine , . . what 
would be involved in swapping the blocks? I 
wish to keep my present transmission, 
Laramie, Wyoming George I. Vincent 

You have no problem at all—go ahead and 
exchange engines. You may have to do a little 
switching of brackets here and there, but the 
basic cylinder block of the ’47 Roadmaster is 
the same as the 1936 series 60, 70, 80 and 90 
Buick. Bore and stroke was and still is 3-7/16x 
4-5/16 320 cu in.—Tech. Ed. 


125 MPH HUDSON HORNET? 

Can the Hudson Hornet be highly tuned to 
do something like 5000 rpm, 190 hp and about 
125 mph? How would a 34 cam, new porting 
and tappets, racing pistons, Vertex magneto, 
and a straight exhaust work out? 

Chicago, Illinois John H. McCloney 

The Hudson Hornet has a bore of 3-13/16” 
and a stroke of 4144”. With such big dimen- 
sions, it isn’t safe or feasible to expect too 
much rpm out of this engine. I think you 
could give it a moderate hop-up treatment ex- 
actly as you mention, but don’t hit 5000 rpm 
more than about once, or you'll have expensive 
repairs. Incidentally, it would take roughly 200 
to_225 bhp to drive this car at an honest 125 
mph. You have no choice of crankshaft except 
the stock Hudson, and dual carb manifolds are 
not available, altho the factory is rumored to 
be preparing an optional dual manifold.—Tech. 


FORD V-8 ENGINE IN HENRY J 

Has anyone put a ’49 Ford V-8 engine in a 
Henry J? Will the transmission bolts line up 
or will I need to exchange transmissions also? 
Flint, Michigan James C, Hall 

Switching ergines is a lot of work, but it 
would certainly make the Henry J go! You will 
have to use the Ford V-8 transmission—1936 to 
’48 model case with the Mercury bell housing 
adapter and 1942 Ford “Commercial” model 
transmission output shaft, rear bearing retain- 
er, and universal joint. 

Because this engine is roughly 150 lbs. heavi- 
er (including Ford radiator), you will find the 
front end drops about one inch lower. Put 1%” 
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lowering blocks in the rear and you are that 
much lower all around, which is good. 

The 4.11 gear ratio isn’t too favorable, but 
will give performance. Your alternative to this 
is to use the ’49 Ford transmission with over- 
drive.—Tech. Ed. 

‘33 ESSEX TERRAPLANE 

I have a ’33 Essex-Terraplane, eight cyl. 
roadster (convertible with rumble seat) that I 
bought for forty bucks. Intended spending my 
spare time in cleaning up the engine, replacing 
the poorer parts and modernizing the body. 

Do you think it is old enough and interesting 
enough to keep the present lines of the car? 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin James H. Scott 

The 1933 Terraplane 8 is one of my ‘“‘pet” 
automobiles, despite the painful fact that in 
1944 I bought a convertible coupe of this model 
for $200 and proceeded to pour $800 more down 
the drain before I sold it at a considerable loss. 

Mechanically, the engine is still in produc- 
tion, tho there have been some changes in the 
18 years—1/16” more bore, shoe tappets, re- 
vised manifolding, new water and oil pumps 
are the major differences. I bored mine out to 
3 in., fitted the later Hudson 8 4-ring pistons, 
a Stromberg carburetor (single barrel), used 
the 1934 oil pump which pumps twice as much 
oil, used a 1941 single-breaker distributor, etc. 
Any transmission, up to and including the 1940 
model with overdrive, will fit. A 1934 or later 
transmission is preferable because it is much 
more durable. Disconnect the clutch interlock 
junk. On the engine, it is best to pick a 37 or 
later block (8 cylinder Hudson) because of the 
many improvements between ’33 and 737. Actu- 
ally, the 51 8 is virtually the ’37 engine! 

The stock ’33 car clocked 85 in high, 62 in 
2nd at Daytona Beach under official AAA tim- 
ing. This car had the optional 7.1 to 1 alumi- 
num cylinder head. Acceleration from 0 to 60 
took less than 15 seconds and 10 to 60 in high 
took only 17 seconds. 

Faults in my ’33 were an out-of-round crank- 
shaft, worn out steering, shackles, and shocks. 
These can all be remedied and you will have 
one of the best performing cars ever built in 
this country. Incidentally, J bought an extra 


°33 Terraplane 8 for $40 to use for parts, and 
it came in very handy.—Tech. Ed. 
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METRIC & WHITWORTH WRENCHES 


For Servicing All Foreign-Make Cars 


Satisfactory servicing and repair of a foreign- 
make car can only be secured with wrenches that 
fit! From Snap-on, leading manufacturers of 
quality automotive service tools, you can get 
wrenches and sockets in Whitworth sizes, 7BA, 
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Misc. Ramblings by the Technical Editor 


Watkins Glen, again in 1951, proved to be 
the largest assembly of interesting cars (and 
people) ever gathered into one spot in this 
country. Strangely enough, Detroit was well 
represented, not by engineers interested in 
making safer passenger cars, but by the 
stylists—en masse. Among this group were 
Harley Earle from General Motors, Virgil 
Exner from Chrysler, Gordon Buehrig from 
Lincoln-Mercury, William Flajole from Nash, 
and Brooks Stevens from Milwaukee. 


Some idea of the severity of the course 
can perhaps be gathered from the statement 
that the Tech. Ed. has driven several Ameri- 
can stock cars around the circuit, and at 
“no time is it possible to reach even 70 mph 
with safety—yet the lap record stands at 
80.5 mph. This means that despite the many 


slow turns, a sports car can average more 


mph than most Detroit iron can attain on 
the fast stretches! Personally, I’d like to see 
chassis designers at Watkins Glen, not 
stylists. 


Fascinating cars were there too—antique, 
vintage, classic, custom, kustum, foreign, and 
sports cars—from the newest 500 cc race 
cars to the elderly Rolls-Royces. 


- The 500 cc cars were disappointing. They 
appear to be fussy little rascals, and also 
(the Coopers in particular) seemed unable 
to adhere adequately to the rough surface 
of the course. This may be due to inade- 
quate damping because the Effyh was less 
troublesome in this respect. 


At the other end of the scale the Cunning- 
ham team were meticulously prepared and 
everything was just right. The size of these 
cars must be seen to be appreciated—a 
driver of average size is literally lost inside 
the huge cockpit. As a matter of fact, the 


Cunningham weighs just short of 3500 Ibs. 


ready for the road with 50 gallons of fuel 
on board, but no driver. Their record of 
finishing Ist, 2nd, and 4th is then all the 


| more remarkable, and it seems obvious that 
| the reported 250 bhp is a conservative esti- 
_ mate of the output from the modified Chrys- 
' ler engines. 


In talking to several members of the 
American team who were at Le Mans, I 


/ learned that the French circuit is “as smooth 
; as the proverbial billard table,’ and, such 
) being the case, is no test of suspension, ex- 


cept for handling qualities in smooth turns. 

An even better idea of the Le Mans cir- 
cuit can be obtained by studying the ap- 
proximate lap speed chart of the Jaguar 


| XK-120C. This shows that on only two cor- 


ners did the speed drop to 32 mph, and that 
“terminal velocity” reached an_ estimated 
140 mph for an average lap. It is known that 
the XK-120C did, in fact, reach nearly 160 
mph on the faster laps, so comparison with 
the Watkins Glen course is not feasible. 


produced almost as many laughs as did a 
Cadillac 75 seen about town, carrying a sign 
in the rear window reading “Allard engine.” 
Some details of Le Sabre’s powerplant have 
been released and it is an engine for which 
no apologies need be made. With equal bore 
and stroke of 3.25 inches, giving 215 cu in,, 
it develops 335 bhp, using methanol fuel, 
but ordinary premium fuel is satisfactory 
for normal driving and outputs up to 125 
bhp. The supercharger is Roots type with 3 
lobed, helical rotors. Combustion chambers 
are hemispherical, and valves are push-rod 
and rocker operated. Peaking speed is not 
given, nor is compression ratio, but valve 
bounce speed is 6500 rpm which should si- 
lence the dual overhead cam proponents. De- 
signed to give good low speed torque, and 
not just high peak horsepower, this remark- 
able engine weighs 550 lbs. I wonder what 
it could do installed in an Allard J.2? 


Jumping from road racing to touring in a 
1951 Cheyrolet is only permissable because 
of the heading of this page. Nevertheless 
the car made the 6100-mile trip in good 
time, gave no trouble, and was very com- 
fortable. Cruising at an indicated 75 mph 
for the greater part of the trip (an actual 
70 mph) we average 17.3 miles per gallon 
of fuel, and 3000 miles per quart of #20 
oil. One interesting point arises on this sub- 
ject, the same trip made in 1949 in the 
Ford V-8 of that year gave the same oil 
mileage and one more mpg. The Ford had 
milled heads giving 8.0 to 1 compression 
ratio and the required fuel cost two cents 
more per gallon. A little arithmetic shows 
that despite the 4.11 axle in the Chevrolet 
(the Ford was 3.73, without overdrive) and 
the very low 6.6 to 1 compression ratio, 
gasoline costs were exactly equal for the 2 
round trips. Also in favor of the Chevrolet 
is the fact that the actual cruising speed 
held was slightly higher, borne out by a 
one-way running time some 7 hours better. 

Fifteen years ago the German BMW (Bay- 
erische Motoren Werke) was an interesting 
automobile with many clever chassis fea- 
tures. But in 1937, the company introduced 
the type 328 sports model. They took a very 
conventional 2 litre, 6 cylinder, pushrod en- 
gine (that was almost a scaled down Chev- 


For Efficiency Install A 


REV-MASTER 
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rolet engine), and cleverly devised a new 
cylinder head. Altho the camshaft was in 
the conventional position, an ingenious “re- 
lay rocker” and an extra pushrod, enabled 
the valves to be inclined in spherical com- 
bustion chambers. The advertised output was 
given as 80 bhp at 4500, but the true figure 
was actually closer to 100 at 5000. Today 
this original design is being used in Bristol 
and Fraser-Nash cars, tho a great deal of 
development work and detail changes have 
been made in the interim. Horsepower is 
now as high as 120 at 5500 rpm, but un- 
fortunately the price has risen even faster. 

The BMW type 328 was one of the fore- 
most sports cars ever built. In April of 1937 
a 328 covered 102.22 miles in one hour (at 
Brooklands track) and a subsequent road 
test on the identical car some 4 months later 
gave some very remarkable acceleration fig- 
ures as well, including a zero to 60 mph 
average time of 9.5 seconds. Incidentally, 
it weighed 1638 lbs., and reference is Auto- 
car for July 16, 1937. 
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This new single unit electric tachometer shows 


actual engine speed in R.P.M.’s to give you a 
precision check on engine efficiency. Check your 
motor performance and get better economy. 


Driving the Lancia “Grand Turismo” was 
one of the highlights of my trip to Watkins 
Glen. This is the 75 bhp model which placed 
2nd to the Ferrari in the 1951 Mille Miglia. 
While the car had only a few miles on the 
odometer, it was nevertheless apparent that 
) here is a car for which it is difficult to 
_ find an equal for sheer pleasure and safety 
/ over rough and/or winding roads. Above 15 
mph the V-6 is as smooth as any, and the 
/ indirect gears located in unit with the dif- 
| ferential do not give out the noise usually 
- associated with this type of design. Very un- 
| fortunate that the price of this fine car is 
over $5000. 


' LeSabre was on exhibit at Watkins Glen 
» and it does look impressive—despite the 
| gadgetry. Its unscheduled explosion which 
) took place during the Concours d’ Elegance 
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TECHNICAL CORRESPONDENCE 


PITMAN ARM 


How did Mr. Baldwin re-work the tractor 
pitman arm? [pg. 5 May 750} I have one and 
it is too thin at 9% to trust. Did he build up 
the end with welding rod to beef it up? 


Long Beach, Calif. John R. Cooley 


Bill Baldwin had to pierce the hole in the 
tractor steering arm. First, you drill a small 
hole . . . say 43”. Then heat the end and drive 
in a long tapered punch, Reheat and use suc- 
cessively larger punches until the hole is out to 
proper size. 

Another way is to upset this section to the 
outside boss diameter required and drill and 
ream the hole to size. The upsetting requires 
making a pair of jaws to support the piece in 
a vise. Heat the end and hammer on the end 
in an axial direction.—Tech. Ed. 


TOP SPEEDS 
What is the top speed of: (1) Ferrari Amer- 
ica, (2) Jaguar XK-120C, (3) Cad-Allard, (4) 
Cunningham? 


Dallas, Texas Bill Bagby 


We can only give rough guestimates as to 
the top speed of the cars you mention: 


Ferrari America — 150 mph 
Jaguar XK-120C — 160 mph 
Cad-Allard — 135 mph 
Cunningham — 150 mph 
—Tech. Ed. 


TUCKER MERCER SPECIAL 


I have a Tucker engine and would like to 
build a two-seater similar to the Mercer draw- 
ing by Teague. I plan to use a tubular frame 
with a very thin aluminum body, Ford V-8 
clutch, transmission, and rear end. I hope to 
keep the weight under 1700 pounds. 

I am told this engine develops 165 hp at 
8800 rpm and a little over 300 foot-pounds of 
torque at 2000 rpm; also not to wind it over 
3000. 

I have a choice of either a model A quick 
change center section with 3.27 base gear or a 
late Ford Columbia with 3.27 base. What would 
the final ratio of this be? 
Parker, Arizona Fred Stephan 

I am very interested in your project of build- 
ing a car similar to the “1951 Mercer.” By all 
means, do not use Model A gears because they 
won’t stand up under 300 ft-lbs of engine torque. 

I also suggest you use something heavier than 
the Ford clutch and transmission. About the 
only possibility on the basis of weight, gear 
ratios and ruggedness, is the heavy duty Gen- 
eral Motors unit, used with minor differences 
on the Buick 60 and 70, Olds 88, and Cadillac 
and LaSalle V-8s. Low gear on this transmis- 
sion is 2.42 and 2nd is 1.51. Three speeds are 
ample with all this torque and your low weight. 

The final ratio of your Columbia 2-speed 
axle will be 3.27 x 72 = 2.35. With 7.00x16 
tires, this will give 110 mph at 3000 rpm, about 
all you can expect with 165 hp. —Tech. Ed. 


‘32 PLYMOUTH PB HOP UP 


Can a 1932 Plymouth Model PB be hopped 
up? 
Carteret, N.J. 


You can, of course, do a few things to the 
PB—like a semi-cam and milled heads, but if 
you’ve owned this car for long, you surely 
know that the “lower end” is a weak spot. In 
particular, the center main bearing just won’t 
take it. I know of one PA that was given the 
above modifications, and it certainly is a 
sweet-running little car, but the owner has had 
difficulty with mains and rods—it’s been down 
3 times, and he now drives it very carefully. 

I’m usually an advocate of moderate changes, 
but here’s an engine that I recommend be left 
stock, or nearly so.—Tech, Ed. 


NEW SUSPENSION FOR ’38 FORD 


Will a 1939 Ford or Mercury front suspen- 
sion system and a 739 Ford ¥%-ton pickup truck 
rear axle and spring assembly fit on my ’38 
Ford frame? I want to use _ airplane-type 
shocks, how do you measure the shocks to 
mount the brackets to the frame and the axles? 


Tulsa, Oklahoma John Combs 


Julian DeSena 


I am reasonably sure that the 739 front and 
rear suspensions will fit your ’38 Ford frame. 

For shock mounts, set them at the mid-point 
of the stroke, with the car at curb weight, and 
you’ll be ciose enough. Another way is to check 
out the *48 Ford (some had telescopic shocks) 
by measuring, and use that model shock and 
brackets. Then you know you’re OK because 
the ’48 car had softer springs with more wheel 
travel (up and down) than the ’38 or ’39 Ford. 
—Tech. Ed. 
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BUICK ENGINE SWAP 

I have a 1936 Buick Series 80 and can buy 
a good ’47 Buick Roadmaster engine . . . what 
would be involved in swapping the blocks? I 
wish to keep my present transmission. 
Laramie, Wyoming George I. Vincent 

You have no problem at all—go ahead and 
exchange engines. You may have to do a little 
switching of brackets here and there, but the 
basic cylinder block of the ’47 Roadmaster is 
the same as the 1936 series 60, 70, 80 and 90 
Buick. Bore and stroke was and still is 3-7/16x 
4-5/16 320 cu in.—Tech. Ed. 


125 MPH HUDSON HORNET? 

Can the Hudson Hornet be highly tuned to 
do something like 5000 rpm, 190 hp and about 
125 mph? How would a % cam, new porting 
and tappets, racing pistons, Vertex magneto, 
and a straight exhaust work out? 

Chicago, Illinois John H. McCloney 

The Hudson Hornet has a bore of 3-13/16” 
and a stroke of 4144”. With such big dimen- 
sions, it isn’t safe or feasible to expect too 
much rpm out of this engine. I think you 
could give it a moderate hop-up treatment ex- 
actly as you mention, but don’t hit 5000 rpm 
more than about once, or you'll have expensive 
repairs. Incidentally, it would take roughly 200 
to 225 bhp to drive this car at an honest 125 
mph. You have no choice of crankshaft except 
the stock Hudson, and dual carb manifolds are 
not available, altho the factory is rumored to 
be preparing an optional dual manifold.—Tech. 


FORD V-8 ENGINE IN HENRY J 

Has anyone put a 749 Ford V-8 engine in a 
Henry J? Will the transmission bolts line up 
or will I need to exchange transmissions also? 
Flint, Michigan James C. Hall 

Switching ergines is a lot of work, but it 
would certainly make the Henry J go! You will 
have to use the Ford V-8 transmission—1936 to 
748 model case with the Mercury bell housing 
adapter and 1942 Ford ‘Commercial’? model 
transmission output shaft, rear bearing retain- 
er, and universal joint. 

Because this engine is roughly 150 lbs. heavi- 
er (including Ford radiator), you will find the 
front end drops about one inch lower. Put 14” 
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lowering blocks in the rear and you are that 
much lower all around, which is good. 

The 4.11 gear ratio isn’t too favorable, but 
will give performance. Your alternative to this 
is to use the ’49 Ford transmission with over- 
drive.—Tech. Ed. 

‘33 ESSEX TERRAPLANE 

I have a ’33 Essex-Terraplane, eight cyl. 
roadster (convertible with rumble seat) that I 
bought for forty bucks. Intended spending my 
spare time in cleaning up the engine, replacing 
the poorer parts and modernizing the body. 

Do you think it is old enough and interesting 
enough to keep the present lines of the car? 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin James H. Scott 

The 1933 Terraplane 8 is one of my “pet” 
automobiles, despite the painful fact that in 
1944 I bought a convertible coupe of this model 
for $200 and proceeded to pour $800 more down 
the drain before I sold it at a considerable loss. 

Mechanically, the engine is still in produc- 
tion, tho there have been some changes in the 
18 years—1/16” more bore, shoe tappets, re- 
vised manifolding, new water and oil pumps 
are the major differences. I bored mine out to 
3 in., fitted the later Hudson 8 4-ring pistons, 
a Stromberg carburetor (single barrel), used 
the 1934 oil pump which pumps twice as much 
oil, used a 1941 single-breaker distributor, etc. 
Any transmission, up to and including the 1940 
model with overdrive, will fit. A 1934 or later 
transmission is preferable because it is much 
more durable, Disconnect the clutch interlock 
junk. On the engine, it is best to pick a ’37 or 
later block (8 cylinder Hudson) because of the 
many improvements between ’33 and ’37. Actu- 
ally, the 51 8 is virtually the ’37 engine! 

The stock ’33 car clocked 85 in high, 62 in 
2nd at Daytona Beach under official AAA tim- 
ing. This car had the optional 7.1 to 1 alumi- 
num cylinder head. Acceleration from 0 to 60 
took less than 15 seconds and 10 to 60 in high 
took only 17 seconds. 

Faults in my ’33 were an out-of-round crank- 
shaft, worn out steering, shackles, and shocks. 
These can all be remedied and you will have 
one of the best performing cars ever built in 
this country. Incidentally, J bought an extra 


*33 Terraplane 8 for $40 to use for parts, and 
it came in very handy.—Tech. Ed. 
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Tax 
Included 


A sweep-second stops 
watch 

Three separate dials 
Tachometer 

(for speed) 
Telemeter (distance) 
A precision wrist- 
watch 

Shatterproof crystal 
Genuine leather strap 
Radium dial and 
hands 


NASSAU COMPANY, Dept. 933 


4 Box 792, G.P.O. New York 1, N.Y. 


METRIC & WHITWORTH WRENCHES 


For Servicing All Foreign-Make Cars 


Satisfactory servicing and repair of a foreign- 
make car can only be secured with wrenches that 
fit! From Snap-on, leading manufacturers of 
quality automotive service tools, you can get 
wrenches and sockets in Whitworth sizes, 7BA, 
-172’’ to 1.670” (for English cars). In metric 
sizes (for all other foreign makes) 4 mm. to 
32 mm. Available direct from factory only. Write 
for free literature. 


SNAP-ON TOOLS 


CORPORATION 
8053-H 28th Avenue 
Kenosha, Wis. 
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Misc. Ramblings by the Technical Editor 


Watkins Glen, again in 1951, proved to be 
the largest assembly of interesting cars (and 


people) ever gathered into one spot in this 


country. Strangely enough, Detroit was well 
represented, not by engineers interested in 
making safer passenger cars, but by the 


_ stylists—en masse. Among this group were 


t 


‘ 
J 


if 
i 


Harley Earle from General Motors, Virgil 
Exner from Chrysler, Gordon Buehrig from 
Lincoln-Mercury, William Flajole from Nash, 
and Brooks Stevens from Milwaukee. 


Some idea of the severity of the course 
can perhaps be gathered from the statement 
that the Tech. Ed. has driven several Ameri- 
can stock cars around the circuit, and at 
no time is it possible to reach even 70 mph 
with safety—yet the lap record stands at 
80.5 mph. This means that despite the many 


»-slow turns, a sports car can average more 


mph than most Detroit iron can attain on 
the fast stretches! Personally, I’d like to see 
chassis designers at Watkins Glen, not 
stylists. 


Fascinating cars were there too—antique, 
vintage, classic, custom, kustum, foreign, and 
sports cars—from the newest 500 cc race 
cars to the elderly Rolls-Royces. 


'~ The 500 ce cars were disappointing. They 


appear to be fussy little rascals, and also 
(the Coopers in particular) seemed unable 
to adhere adequately to the rough surface 
of the course. This may be due to inade- 


/ quate damping because the Effyh was less 


troublesome in this respect. 


At the other end of the scale the Cunning- 
ham team were meticulously prepared and 


_ everything was just right. The size of these 
» cars must 


be seen to be appreciated—a 
driver of average size is literally lost inside 


_the huge cockpit. As a matter of fact, the 


Cunningham weighs just short of 3500 lbs. 
ready for the road with 50 gallons of fuel 


-on board, but no driver. Their record of 
finishing Ist, 2nd, and 4th is then all the 
/more remarkable, and it seems obvious that 


the reported 250 bhp is a conservative esti- 


mate of the output from the modified Chrys- 
_ ler engines. 


In talking to several members of the 
American team who were at Le Mans, I 


learned that the French circuit is “as smooth 
as the proverbial billard table,’ and, such 


_ being the case, is no test of suspension, ex- 


cept for handling qualities in smooth turns. 


An even better idea of the Le Mans cir- 
cuit can be obtained by studying the ap- 


/ proximate lap speed chart of the Jaguar 
_XK-120C. This shows that on only two cor- 


ners did the speed drop to 32 mph, and that 
“terminal velocity” reached an_ estimated 
140 mph for an average lap. It is known that 
the XK-120C did, in fact, reach nearly 160 
mph on the faster laps, so comparison with 
the Watkins Glen course is not feasible. 


Driving the Lancia “Grand Turismo” was 
one of the highlights of my trip to Watkins 
Glen. This is the 75 bhp model which placed 


produced almost as many laughs as did a 
Cadillac 75 seen about town, carrying a sign 
in the rear window reading “Allard engine.” 
Some details of Le Sabre’s powerplant have 
been released and it is an engine for which 
no apologies need be made. With equal bore 
and stroke of 3.25 inches, giving 215 cu in., 
it develops 335 bhp, using methanol fuel, 
but ordinary premium fuel is satisfactory 
for normal driving and outputs up to 125 
bhp. The supercharger is Roots type with 3 
lobed, helical rotors. Combustion chambers 
are hemispherical, and valves are push-rod 
and rocker operated. Peaking speed is not 
given, nor is compression ratio, but valve 
bounce speed is 6500 rpm which should si- 
lence the dual overhead cam proponents. De- 
signed to give good low speed torque, and 
not just high peak horsepower, this remark- 
able engine weighs 550 lbs. I wonder what 
it could do installed in an Allard J.2? 


Jumping from road racing to touring in a 
1951 Chevrolet is only permissable because 
of the heading of this page. Nevertheless 
the car made the 6100-mile trip in good 
time, gave no trouble, and was very com- 
fortable. Cruising at an indicated 75 mph 
for the greater part of the trip (an actual 
70 mph) we average 17.3 miles per gallon 
of fuel, and 3000 miles per quart of #20 
oil. One interesting point arises on this sub- 
ject, the same trip made in 1949 in the 
Ford V-8 of that year gave the same oil 
mileage and one more mpg. The Ford had 
milled heads giving 8.0 to 1 compression 
ratio and the required fuel cost two cents 
more per gallon. A little arithmetic shows 
that despite the 4.11 axle in the Chevrolet 
(the Ford was 3.73, without overdrive) and 
the very low 6.6 to 1 compression ratio, 
gasoline costs were exactly equal for the 2 
round trips. Also in favor of the Chevrolet 
is the fact that the actual cruising speed 
held was slightly higher, borne out by a 
one-way running time some 7 hours better. 

Fifteen years ago the German BMW (Bay- 
erische Motoren Werke) was an interesting 
automobile with many clever chassis fea- 
tures. But in 1937, the company introduced 
the type 328 sports model. They took a very 
conventional 2 litre, 6 cylinder, pushrod en- 
gine (that was almost a scaled down Chev- 


For Efficiency Install A 


REV-MASTER 


Electric Tachometer 


rolet engine), and cleverly devised a new 
cylinder head. Altho the camshaft was in 
the conventional position, an ingenious “re- 
lay rocker” and an extra pushrod, enabled 
the valves to be inclined in spherical com- 
bustion chambers. The advertised output was 
given as 80 bhp at 4500, but the true figure 
was actually closer to 100 at 5000. Today 
this original design is being used in Bristol 
and Fraser-Nash cars, tho a great deal of 
development work and detail changes have 
been made in the interim. Horsepower is 
now as high as 120 at 5500 rpm, but un- 
fortunately the price has risen even faster. 

The BMW type 328 was one of the fore- 
most sports cars eyer built. In April of 1937 
a 328 covered 102.22 miles in one hour (at 
Brooklands track) and a subsequent road 
test on the identical car some 4 months later 
gave some very remarkable acceleration fig- 
ures as well, including a zero to 60 mph 
average time of 9.5 seconds. Incidentally, 
it weighed 1638 lbs., and reference is Auto- 
car for July 16, 1937, 
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UST MANIFOLDS! 


Make your own with a stock manifold and a GOTHA 
EXHAUST CONNECTION. Special cast iron welding 
fitting reduces thermal stresses due to welding and 
increases volumetric efficiency becguse of stream-» 
lined neck opening. Permits installation of dual ex- 
haust pipes on nearly all in-line engines, Chevrolets, 
Plymouths, Buicks, etc. $3.75 each. 


CARBURETOR ADAPTORS 


Precision machined a- 
luminum casting permits 
installation of ’49-’51 
Mercury and other big 
4-bolt carbs on all Ford 
V-8s. $3.95 each. Post- 
paid, C.O.D. or at your 
local speed shop. 


GOTHA Automotive Specialists 
Box 141-T Harvey, Ill. 


This new single unit electric tachometer shows 
actual engine speed in R.P.M.’s to give you a 
precision check on engine efficiency. Check your 
motor performance and get better economy. 
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je SIMPLE 15 MINUTE INSTALLATION 
> FITS ANY 6 OR 8 CYLINDER CAR 
ye ONE YEAR GUARANTEE 

ste PRECISION ENGINEERED 


se ONE ILLUMINATED UNIT COMPLETE WITH WIRING 
HARNESS AND STEERING POST CLAMP 


ye WRITE FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION ON 4 
CYLINDER AND 12 VOLT MODELS 


While the car had only a few miles on the 
odometer, it was nevertheless apparent that 
/ here is a car for which it is difficult to 
| find an equal for sheer pleasure and safety 
| over rough and/or winding roads. Above 15 
' mph the V-6 is as smooth as any, and the 
| indirect gears located in unit with the dif- 
» ferential do not give out the noise usually 
| associated with this type of design. Very un- 
- fortunate that the-price of this fine car is 
| over $5000. 


_ LeSabre was on exhibit at Watkins Glen 
jand it does look impressive—despite the 
| gadgetry. Its unscheduled explosion which 
| took place during the Concours d’ Elegance 
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| 2nd to the Ferrari in the 1951 Mille Miglia. 


only 
52 Q” 
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ORDER TODAY! 
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BRITISH BARRIER 


They call a wrench a spanner, 
Their Bobby is our cop, 

Their word for fender is a wing, 
Their head’s our canvas top. 


Our gasoline’s their petrol, 

Our hood they call a bonnet, 
While what they call the cellulose, 
Is just the lacquer on it. 


The skirt they call a valance, 

And as if that weren’t enough, 
They call a plain old winter front, 
A radiator muff. 


So when I talk cars to a Briton, 
My voice is a dismal croak... . 
How I wish they could speak the 
King’s English, 

As she is supposed to be spoke! 


Samuel Weill, Jr. 


GUESS WHAT 


Cruise along at fifty plus, 
Corner like a cat on ice 

For miles per gal without a fuss 
I figure twenty is real nice 


Sure, lots of cars get by me 

It’s a good deal better that way 
Altho I’m slow, I see where I go 
Which is more than they can say 


Comfortable?, Well fair enough 


Tho hardly in the height of fashion 


Outside, the body’s kind of rough 
Inside, the seats need patching 


Performance?, She gets me there 

Reliability?, And furthermore, gets 
me back 

Best feature?, It’s mine and it’s 
paid for 

That ought to stop the yak. 


To you it’s just a tinny thing 


But my Willys kin do anything. 
Frank Paufilio 


EDELBR ocx POWER=5PEED/ 


Put zew life into the old buggy with an EDELBROCK Racing Head. 
Famous for. rugged design and amazing performance. With EDELBROCK, 
you'll enjoy a new kind of “Power-Speed” in every mile you drive. 


See your dealer or write direct. 


EDELBROCK MODEL R RACING: HEADS 
Ford V-8 and Mercury 1938-’48 


4921 W. Jefferson Blvd, 


EDELBROCK couipment co. 


Los Angeles 16, California 


MUNTZ is ENOUGH 


or 
WHAT A LINCOLN HE TOOK 


Jet and Jag 
Side by Side 


On Sunset drag. 


Says Jet to Jag 

“Wanta take a spin?” 

Jag to Jet 

“Headed for Drivein.” 

Jet to Jag, “Chicken?” 

Jag to Jet, “Don’t fret little Jet, 
You'll have it yet.” 

Nose to nose they started, 

Tail to nose they parted, 


Don’t feel thwarted, little Jet 
You'll have it yet. 

Trade her in, 2000 to boot 

Get that 120-C 

And Ill gladly breathe your soot. 


But when you race 

Select your pace 

On a XK do not pick. 

Rather try a Lincoln slick 

A Caddie smooth 

An Olds with sass 

But, please 

Stay within your class... . 

(Dedicated to the Dunce in the Muntz) 


IN MEMORIUM 


You ask why the wistful look in my eye 
As I scan each green TD as it whizzes by? 


Well, my spouse and I owned a dashing TD 
In which we both lived . . . constantly. 


Our friends gave us up as nomads, truly. 
Our parents thought us mad, screwy! 


We'd pack a lunch, bid our cats adieu, 
Jump in our green bug, hunt adventures 
anew! 


Point the car East, North, South or West 
We traveled in all directions (that TD was 
the best!) 


To Arrowhead one day, Santa Barbara the 
next, 

Distance as nothing, Our TD passed each 
test! 


It’s head was milled to the Nth degree, 
Chrome this and that (they shone 
splendidly) 


Our devotion was such that no where 
could one find a speck of dust! 


Well, to end this fable of the TD in our 
stable: 


A handsome XK-120 quite stole our hearts 
one day 

The fulfillment, of all our dreams, it begged 
for us to play! 


So it was we parted (I felt none too gay) 
The Jaguar was coming, true. But the MG 
was going away! 


When we're out in our Jaguar XK and sud- 
denly spy a TD 

“It’s a green one like ours” I say “Wonder 
if it could; be’s 2.” 

But the bull dog sticker is missing. “It isn’t 

our old MG!” 


Some where there’s a lucky guy who owns 
our green TD. 

May he know the joy that was ours, and 
may it always be! 


Dorothy Chace 
ROAD and TRACK, December, 1951 


Touring, the world-renowned coachbuilding firm located in 
Milano, has built a new convertible coupe on the 6C-2500 
Alfa Super-Sports chassis for the Paris automobile show. 


Shown here are three views of this new lightweight body. 
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GIZMO 


Mile-O-Meter gift gives author Weill another 
gadget to install on his Concours winning MG 


By Samue! Weill, Jr. 

Any “goodie” minded or gadget conscious 
individual can find on today’s market un- 
countable hundreds of products designed to 
lure away the motorist’s dollar. Many, if 
not most of these, are of questionable value. 
It is possible to take mechanical drags on 
a freshly lighted cigarette, check altitudes, 
ascertain magnetic headings, reduce sun 
glare, and generally dress up a car with a 
multitude of chrome or plastic items, but 
for the motorist who is interested in getting 
a solid return for his money, theré is a se- 
vere scarcity of practical gizmos. 


Being a sucker for almost any new or sufh- 
ciently touted automotive article, I went out 
of my mind (only temporarily, of course) 
when last Christmas I was presented by 
Santa with a Gale Hall “Mile-O-Meter.” 
Here, neatly wrapped in layers of holiday- 
type paper and cardboard, and then for 
safety’s sake encased in a gaily colored tin 
container, was an instrument so bright and 
mysterious looking that a partial installation 
was instantly essayed. Since my mount is 
an MG, a bit of drilling and tapping on the 
manifold was in order, but being an ordin- 
ary or “garden variety” of mechanic, I left 


this chore to more competent hands and con- 
tented myself with making the dash instal- 
lation of the instrument itself, leaving its 
entrails dangling forlornly to the floor. When 
the holidays were over, however, I showed 
up-bright-and early at the establishment of 
my favorite automotive expert and had the 
working end of my exotic instrument attend- 
ed to. 

Starting the engine with great expecta- 
tions, my eyes glued to the dial, I was in- 
stantly rewarded with the gay sight of the 
needle flipping its lid with every slight touch 
of my uneducated toe on the accelerator. 
Here was an instrument! The sluggish 
speedometer, jerky rev-counter and general- 
ly uninteresting oil pressure and heat gauges 
were forgotten. This was fun, but what in — 
blazes was the thing for? This problem 
called for study, so reluctantly killing my 
engine, I turned to the manuals which ac- 
companied the Mile-O-Meter. Gas econ- 
omy? Yes, this subject was extensively coy- 
ered. Tune-up? Of course. The more I read, 
the more interested I became in the proper- 
ties of the instrument. The book said it 
would show up fuel pump troubles, leaking 
head gaskets, plugged muffler, bad plugs, 
leaky intake manifold, bad valves, low com: 
pression, and other assorted engine ills. This 
was heady stuff! It was also disconcerting, 
for it is a humbling experience to meet face 
to face any mechanical contrivance that 
knows more than you do. 

I felt that this knowledge was enough to 
hold: me for the time being, and in the in- 
terests of starting with first things first, I 
left the garage to road test my right foot, 
which I had been told, was the most sensi- 
tive part of any gas economy test. Several 
hundred miles and 10 gallons later, I was 
astounded to find that I had made a net 
gain of 2%4 mpg. This, of course, was after 
a full day of attempting to keep the needle 
“in the green” or as far to the right as pos- 
sible. Being, in essence, a calibrated vacuum 
gauge, the Mile-O-Meter is simple in oper- 
ation, and making a game of keeping the 
needle on the right hand side of the dial 
will reward the motorist each time the gaso- 
line bill falls due. You will, of course, lose 
a certain amount of time by not putting 
your shoe thru the floor, but for the life of 
me, at day’s end, I couldn’t figure out whit 
I could have done with the few minutes I 
had lost. 
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Since my car is subjected to unusual care 
(I like to think) there were no mechanical 
ills showing up on my new instrument, but 
several weeks after the installation, a loose 
intake manifold was exposed by this minia- 
ture Dick Tracy, and as I further studied 
the manuals, I was able to time the engine 
and make other small but beneficial adjust- 
ments, 

In March, I made a trip East, and found 
the Mile-O-Meter to be all its makers 
claimed for it. In addition to this, at each 
gas stop the usual complement of “Inspec- 
tors’ found increased interest in my MG 
due to the presence of this red, green, yel- 
low and white dial. Most of the comments 
ran as follows. “What’s that one for, Mis- 
ter?” . and when told, (in detail) ... 
“Boy! Ya can’t beat the Limeys for thinkin’ 
up gadgets!” or “Why don’t they make 
somethin’ like that over here?” When told 
that this miraculous bit of brass and glass 
was manufactured in Boston by simon-pure 
Yankees, the quicker thinking of my inter- 
rogators would immediately turn to the 
other spectators and say, “Them foreigners 
neyer turn out anything like THAT.” (!!!) 

The makers have overlooked one great ad- 
vertising point in their promotion of the 
Mile-O-Meter, namely that it is a great 
temper indicator. Are you doing a slow 
burn because of the Squishmobile that beat 
you away from the last light? Have you just 
had a spat with your frau? Taxes going 
higher? Any of these, and many more of 
similar nature are enough to send the needle 
skidding over to the left hand side of the 
Mile-O-Meter, dangerously in the red! At 
this point, you are M-a-a-a-a-d! On the other 
hand, did you just get a’ raise? Or has the 
object of your affections just said “Yes”? 
Possibly what you though was to be a major 
overhaul turned out to be only a fouled plug 
... you glow . the world is a beautiful 
place... and, lo, the needle nestles cosily 
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in the green, indicating a good 20 inches of 
mercury, and, a sunny and serene disposi- 
tion. 

During the 10,000 mile period in which I 
have honeymooned with my multi-colored 
dial, I have noted installations on many De- 
troit tumbrils, as well as on an ever increas- 
ing number of sports cars. I find that the 
other owners with whom I have talked are 
equally ecstatic about the qualities of the 
Mile-O-Meter (altho one friend of mine—a 
purist—told me to “take that garbage offa 
there!”) and the consensus seems to be that 
it will make a good amateur mechanic out 
of you, or, if you are already one, that it 
will make the job so much easier. 


With a little ingenuity it is possible to in- 
stall the Mile-O-Meter in a clock-well, or 
almost any other spot of your choice, altho 
on the family Dodge or what-have-you, the 
standard mounting brackets will suffice to 
give the instrument neat placement. In the 
event that there are any tractor operators or 
Propane users in the crowd, I am assured by 
the makers that this gauge will work equally 
well when applied to either of these systems. 
I have never flown a tractor, or drunk any 
Propane, but I have the utmost confidence 
in this little Gale Hall contrivance, so should 
I ever wish to harrow the North Forty, | 


shall do it with gun, camera and Mile-O- 
Meter! 


by Mr. G. 


At the Paris Automobile Show, which took 
place last month under the glass roofs of 
the Grand Palais, a new Mercedes-Benz 
made its premier appearance. This car, 
known as the type 300-S, carries on the fa- 
miliar styling and tradition which began 
with the 6-litre type K and carried on thru 
types S and SS to the 540-K (Road and 
Track, October 1951). Enthusiasts who re- 
gretted the passing of the 540-K at the onset 
of war will hail the arrival of this worthy 
successor, 

Delivered as a 2-3 passenger coupe or cab- 
riolet, the new 300-S was developed directly 
from the post-war type 300. At Nurburgring, 
with race driver Karl, Kling at the wheel, 
a type 300 lapped at speeds which have not 
been attained by Mercedes production cars 
since the appearance of the 7.1 litre SSK 
race car. 

The 300 type may be classified as a softly 
suspended quality sedan while the SSK was 


(Continued on page 56) 
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Austin 7, Sir Malcolm Campbell, The Bluebird, 


1928. . . “the worst experience.’ 
a 


". .. flips off like a tid- 
1924, 350 hp Sunbeam. 


Below: DONALD Campbell, 
prior to "roughest ever’ Daytona, 1933. 


by Dennis May 

The British are said to prefer their heroes 
“slightly unsuccessful.” If this is true, it 
would partly explain why the late Sir Mal- 
com Campbell never actually progressed be- 
yond the foothills of personal popularity. 

When Sir Malcom died in 1948, at the age 
of sixty-three, he was nine times breaker of 
the land speed record, fastest powerboat 
driver in the world, and had more physical 
courage. than a trainload of Gunga Dins, 
Yet, public opinion held no hint of the 
shocked dismay which colored the obituaries 
of Sir Henry Segrave, eighteen years earlier. 
The Irish-born Segrave’s farewells called 
him the “hero of the century,” for he was 
Campbell’s greatest rival for speed honors. 
But the tributes tendered Campbell in these 
closing hours of 1948 were statistical . . . 
measured . . . dry. Quite probably there 
was no room for elegaic flights of prose 
when all the necessary dates and numerals 
had been written down. For it is men like 
Campbell, with their vast list of records, 
who have turned the business of statistics 
gathering into the great swivel-chair indus- 
try it has become. 

However, there is another reason why this 
phenomenally courageous man was more ad- 
mired than loved by his countrymen. While 
British tradition prefers its heroes slightly 
unsuccessful, it positively demands from him 
an “eggcup ego.” And Campbell’s ego, to 
be quite blunt, was a little too healthy. It 
refused to narrow itself to the standard set 
by his attainments . . . not that Sir Malcom 
cared, particularly. 

It wasn’t a question of conceit. For Camp. 
bell’s vanity expressed itself in such harm: 
less ways as plastering the walls of his home 
with photographs and drawings of himself 
and his speed conveyances; a procedure 
hardly calculated to get in anyone’s tresses. 
And, according to the rules, it should have 
been necessary to twist his arm to get him 
to face a camera, talk into a microphone or 
write a book about himself. But it wasn’t. 
He simply came forward quietly when the 
lenses and microphones appeared. A study 
of his literary output leaves little doubt 
that the life and the times of Malcom Camp- 
bell were the author’s best loved themes. 
Author of many books, motoring correspond- 
ent of the London Daily Mail, and editor of 
a well-known newsreel, he naturally had a 
wide journalistic acquaintance. So whenever 


he set off for one of the remote and heathen 
lands into which his unsatiable thirst for ad- 
venture led him, his fellow scribes general- 
ly got wind of it. They then sat down and 
began shooting off their typewriters about it. 

Campbell’s biographer, whoever he may 
he, will “get along like a honeymoon” as long 
as he sticks to facts. And there are such a 
lot of them . . . enough to exhaust the ad- 
jective potential of the wildest Hollywood 
publicity man. But it is the analysis of his 
motives that gets the student guessing. 

In his ‘My Thirty Years of Speed,” less 
than two of the 266 pages were given to this 
question of WHY? “The country responsible 
for the car gains in prestige’ he wrote, 
which would indicate his desire to do all 
for England, But according to those closely 
associated with his speed attempts, this was 
the truth without being the whole truth. Cer- 
tainly he was a patriot, and scientific ad- 
vancement meant much to him. But there 
were two other factors in the equation. 

Campbell followed Emerson’s counsel: 
“Always do what you are afraid to do,” be- 
cause an irresistible inner force compelled 
him. If he scared himself spitless, so what? 
Spitting is uncouth. The question of money 
never entered his attempts. While the bonus- 
es he collected from the makers of speed 
products must have made a comely stack, 
they were dandruff alongside the sums he 
lavished on successive Bluebirds (which was 
the name given all of his record-holding 
cars). 

Between 1924 and 1935, Sir Malcom 
Campbell doubled the land speed record in 
nine different tries, the first being on the 
sands at Pendine, Wales, in September, 1924, 
and the speed 146.16 mph. Driving a Sun- 
beam car, powered by a 350 hp aero engine, 
he beat the record of the Italian F.I.A.T. 
and laid the foundation for Britain’s suprem- 
acy in the field. Only once was this su- 
premacy interrupted . .. by the late Ray 
Keech, an American. The last of his rec- 
ords on land stood at 301.13 mph, and he 
used a gigantic, Rolls-powered “Campbell 
Special,” weighing five tons and delivering 
2500 hp. 

Newsmaking landmarks on the ladder of 
velocity were his specialty . . . almost an 
obsession . . . and thus he was first to pass 
the century and a half (150.86 mph, Pen- 
dine, 1925), first to beat four miles a minute 
(249.09 mph, Daytona, 1931), first past the 
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two and a half centuries (253.97 mph, Day- 
tona, 1932), first to exceed 300 mph, which 
is another way of saying five miles a minute 
(Bonneville Flats), all-time fastest on Brit- 
ish soil (174.88 mph, Pendine, 1927), and 
all time fastest on sand anywhere (276.16 
mph, Daytona, early 1935). ‘ 

His land speed records alone were a rec: 
ord in themselves—nine, all told, as against 
three for John Cobb (currently world’s fast- 
est . . . 394.19 mph) and three apiece for 
Captain George Eyston, the late J. G. Parry 
Thomas and Henry O’Neill Dehane Segrave. 

It remains one of fate’s sourest ironies 
that Campbell, after surviving dozens of 
spine-crimping escapes from death on land, 
sea and in the air, but mostly at the wheel 
of a racing car, should breathe his last in 
bed. No special knowledge is needed to ap- 
preciate the awful hazards involved in trav- 
eling faster than man has ever traveled be- 
fore. The tire problem alone makes the 
outcome of every speed attempt unpredict- 
able. The tiniest irregularity of the surface 
of the race course can annihilate directional 
stability in a split second. While elaborate 
testing machinery in the laboratory may at- 
tempt to reproduce high speed conditions, a 
huge gulf yawns between theory and prac- 
tice. No robot yet made has been able to 
subject tire casings to the searing cross- 
stresses set up when a five-ton bombshell 
slews broadside at five miles per minute. 

Campbell knew, every time he went after 
the land speed record, that his survival 
chances were around forty-sixty, or worse, 
even when conditions were ideal. When the 
surface was substandard, as they are apt to 
be on such a flightey medium as sand or 
salt, he went right on. If his own imagina- 
tion and experience hadn’t told him what 
the odds were, the fate of his ill-starred rivy- 
als would have. Anything could happen, and 
most things did happen . . . to Campbell. 
The more one studies his career the more 
one is convinced that his temperament de- 
manded the blood-chilling succession of 


near-misses which befell him. It was as tho 
he knew he led a charmed life and must 
constantly nudge his guardian angel to make 
sure she was not lying down on the job, 

And it was generally a tire which served 
as Sir Malcom’s two-way ticket to paradise, 
tho it would be an injustice to the men who 
shod successive generations of Bluebirds, to 
suggest that the casing failure was the prt- 
mary difficulty. Sometimes a tire would go 
first, causing the car to run berserk, but 
more often it was the berserking spasm it- 
self, which caused the tire failure . . . gen- 
erally because of the sheer inability of the 
rear wheels to transmit the hurricane of 
power to the ground. The following chrono- 
logical survey of episodes tells its own story: 

1924: Fanoe Island, off the Danish coast. 
350 hp Sunbeam (Bluebird which later sur- 
passed 150 mph). Both rear casings ripped 
off at 140 mph. Campbell fights car to stand- 
still in lurching, screaming skid. Re-boots 
and tries again. This time skid comes first. 
Campbell hauls steering wheel into correc- 
tive lock. Front tire flips off rim like a 
tiddley-wink, ending up hundreds of yards 
away. 

1927: Pendine. Object: three miles a min- 
ute. Bluebird, a revised version with 630 hp 
Napier engine, hits water-soaked patch of 
sand at 170 mph. Slews into a mad waltz, 
cutting down a half-mile row of marking 
posts like a bowling ball. Slithers to a rest 
with one tire so badly slashed that light 
shows thru, 

1928: Daytona Beach. “The worst experi- 
ence of my life.” Bluebird repowered to 900 
hp, strikes bump near end of measured mile 
at 200 mph. Begins to act like a fish-tailing 
Brahma rodeo bull. Flails broadside at 
above-mentioned speed, throwing Campbell 
nine inches out of the seat. Wind tears gog- 
gles away from eyes and leaves them un- 
protected against the sand blast from the 
wheels. Tires miraculously hold to rims, tho 
no one ever knew how. 

1929: Verneuk Pan, desolate baked mud 


lake-bed in South Africa. Failing to beat 
Segrave’s new mile record of 231.44 mph, 
Campbell determines to try again, in spite 
of the warnings that. his tires have surpassed 
their one-mile life expectancy. In the two 
required runs of opposite directions, tears 
every square inch of tread from all four 
tires. Re-tires. Lets go with 1000 hp. One 
tire treadless before Campbell is out of low 
gear, Prays. Keeps his foot down. Thunders 
thru, breaking the five-mile record at 211] 
mph. 

1933: Daytona. Course roughest ever. 
Campbell’s left arm practically useless after 
wrenching muscles in a scuffle with self- 
opinionated gear shift during practice. Doc- 
tor warns against attempt. At top speed; 
yevolution counter records equivalent speed 
of 328 mph. Actual timed speed 272.46 mph, 
which amounts to 56 mph slippage at the 
rear wheels. Probably an all-time record for 
tire endurance and one-armed navigating. 

1935: Daytona. Course again wavy. Camp- 
bell strikes sand ridge at 280 mph. Car 
zooms thirty feet (official measurement) and 
comes down with a horrifying woomp which 
tears all tread off all tires simultaneously. 

Americans played a more important part 
in the history of land speed attempts than 
the bald history reveals. It was the consist- 
ent rumors of American trespassers on this 
British preserve which more than once sent 
Campbell over the ocean during the thirties. 
At least Sir Malcom claimed to believe these 
bits of gossip from overseas. Actually, and 
to his credit, he probably used these luke- 
warm tips from U.S.A. to fan the excite- 
ment of the record attempts to white heat. 
He wanted an excuse for further adventure 

. adventure that age could not dull, nor 
custom stale. So if an ogre did not present 
itself for slaying, a windmill was erected 
by and for Don Quixote. 

*- The soubriquet “Bluebird” attached to 
all the Campbell cars, dates back to 1911 
when Maeterlinck’s play of that name was 

(Continued on page 54) 
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Campbell's Austin 7 record—a sideline to 
the 206.95 mph of the 1928 Bluebird... 


Campbell carried nose scars from Sez” 
crash on the way to Capetown, 1929 ¢ > 


",..@ bewildering array"; Campbell, 
son, 2:3 Bugatti at Brooklands, 1928. 


Rolls - Royce 


Tf you're a connoisseur, if your head comes around 
with a snap when something fine in the automotive line 
turns up, then you waste no time when Phil Hill, well 
known sports car driver, tells you he has Roger Bar- 
low’s permission to drive a new. Rolls-Royce export 
sedan for the day. 

Like us, you would dash over to International Motors’ 
Beverly Hills showroom to find Phil—as usual—with his 
head stuffed deep into the Rolls’ engine compartment. 
He looked over his shoulder when we tapped him on 
the only available portion of his anatomy and he shook 
his head, The engine wasn’t running right—he said— 
and his fingers were itching to get inte the carburetor; 
only that would make the Rolls people unhappy. Seems 
they like their own representatives to work on the car 
whenever possible. In fact, British owners are called 
upon, at home, every six months, during the three year 
guarantee—thus insuring (as the factory puts it) “the 
continuance of the perfection of the Rolls-Royce Cars.” 

Phil latched the hood and got behind the wheel, still 
shaking his head—why, nobody knows. When the car 
idled at a standstill you could feel a very faint move- 
ment—not enough to call it a vibration—but a moyve- 
ment so slight that the car was still quieter .than any 
you ever sat in... and the seats: beautiful grey leather 
and comfortable. 

Driving thru trafic (and with the windows rolled up 
you sit there in almost dead silence!), Phil described 
a coast-to-coast trip he took a year ago-in a similar car. 
It would cruise easily at 75 mph hour after hour—and 
that 75 is on a speedometer which is accurate at 60 
mph and no more than 1% off at 100. The Rolls 
handled perfectly at that same speed over roads which 
forced other ‘traffic back to forty and forty-five. When 
signs along the road warned of dips, a flick of the 
lever in the center of the steering wheel tightened the 
rear shock absorbers—nullifying any tendency toward 
“float.” And an opposite push on the lever made the 
ride as smooth as silk over the worst corduroy. 

After a few minutes Phil Hill relinquished the wheel, 
and we got the pleasure of our lives—actually driving a 
Rolls-Royce! It is nearly impossible to. start the car 
with a jerk—so beautifully contrived and engineered 
is the clutch. More than anything else the Rolls-Royce 
is smooth . . . not only starting, but stopping as well. 
Rolls uses a fine (patented) Servo arrangement which 
is attached to the rear of the transmission. When you 
depress the brake pedal you engage a clutch arrange- 
ment which throws more than normal pressure on the 
brake drums—and unlike vacuum assisted brakes, this 
system also operates with the engine off. 

Driving over steep and winding mountainous roads, 
you are able to easily outdistance other traffic. Not only 
does the 434 litre engine supply the 4100 pound sedan 
with adequate torque, but the four-speed gearbox and 
he light steering combine to give cornering quality 
nearly approaching a sports car. One wouldn’t normally 
put a Rolls into a four-wheel drift in turn, but it’s com- 
forting to know the car will do it safely if you want 
It to. 

You, of course, have heard of the pedal under the 
jash which is depressed every 1000 miles—and that 
akes care of the lubrication! 

The Rolls-Royce isn’t flashy and it isn’t startling— 
but in its own silent, dignified fashion it remains what 
‘ts makers claim: “The best in the world.” 
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One of the surprises of the: recent Paris 
Auto Show was the appearance of the Talbot 
4% litre convertible—body by Stabilimenti 
Farina. Enthusiasts know that Talbot has 
never before commissioned an Italian de- 


signer. Instead, Lago Talbot’s designs have 
remained in the hands of French stylists 
like Figoni et Falaschi and Saoutchik. 

The car—photographed upon its comple- 


tion at the Farina works—carries a full 
complement of useful, as well as luxurious 
equipment: all the ordinary instruments, 
plus tachometer and oil pressure gauge, turn 
indicators, pre-selector gearbox, long and 


short wave radio, heater and four chro- 
nometers (to prove what the car will do at 
the Paris show—where it is the custom of 
the factory representatives to demonstrate 
their wares). 

Both Latins, and each speaking Romance 
languages, the French and Italians neverthe- 
less express vast differences in culture and 
car design. Readers will be interested in 
comparing the Saoutchik body—as pictured 
on the cover—and this Farina design; the 
former expressing, as only the French can, 
the sheer opulence of exaggerated feminine 
curves, while the Farina abides with sim- 


plicity of line—undoubtedly influenced by 
Italian inherited Greek influence. 

Interesting also is the recognition Farina 
has given French taste, when he attached a 
fluted chrome strip along the front fender 
and the heavy bar of chrome across the top 
of the strictly Italian grille. 

The car, like the cover Talbot, is intended 
for high performance reliability. Built-in lug- 
gage makes travel easy and high speed night 
driving is facilitated by powerful headlights, 
fog lamp on one hand and spot light on the 
other. 
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Carrozz ign for Ferrari’s 
V-12 cha the two-pas litre coupe—somewhat like two of the Mexi- 
can Road Race entries (to be driven by Ascari and Villoresi) ; and the 4100 ec, 
4-passenger, which, if entered, should walk away with the Mexican race, 

Character is lent to sweeping curves by the faint hint of contrast at the begin- 
ning of the rear fenders, which are finned: Ghia’s concession to practicalit 

Designers of the future will remember, among great works of the past, Ghia’s 
creations, and this “Tomorrow’s Classic” will accelerate smoothly from 10 mph in 

ic to better-than-130 mph on the open road—in top gear! 


Tho his grille treatment comes dangerous: 
ly close to the clutter of American front 
ends—and some imports—Vignale redeems 
the “lira grin” \by virtue of its originality 
and discretion. 

The remainder of the car follows current 
Italian practice: Pure lines, simple curves; 
Vignale concentrates on and excels in rich, 
thoughtful interiors. : 

Maserati, on whose chassis this exciting 
example is mounted, rates high in tradition- 
al reliability, speed and handling character- 
ist 

To avoid confusion—in the event there is 
any—the Maserati brothers have formed the 
new OSCA company, which produces the 
Grand Prix car now challenging the newly 
won crown of Ferrari (R & T May 1951, 
Nov. 1951). Maserati, reorganized, will con- 
tinue production of high-speed road cars. 
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If you are sitting around—you and your 
lovely lady—sipping an apertif at the Cafe 
de la Paix, and if the Paris weather seems 
a little damp and uncomfortable; and if you 
turn to your lady and suggest a run down 
to Cannes to bask in the sun; and if your 
lady, after the most modest of hesitations, 
agrees ,. . then the most natural thing to 
do is to wheel your Talbot coupe out of the 
garage. For it has everything you need for a 
fast and exciting trip; speed, snug two-seat 
comfort, roadability and the eye-catching 
flamboyance so typical of Saoutchik de- 
signed coachwork, 

Thruout the French countryside your ego 
will get a proper massaging. Because as 
you flash by, it will be to the accompaniment 
of many Gallic bowings, mustache strokings, 
hat tippings, and sacre bleu-ings from the 
local gentry, high and low. And if you 
should, with the knife-like Saoutchik chrome 
fenders, slice in twain a wandering pig or 
two... or possibly an occasional chicken 
... have no fear! The gendarmie will pooh- 
pooh the situation and waye you thru with a 
thousand pardons, After all, ‘““M’soo ’as pay 
$17,500 for theez car!” ... and it will not 
do to cause him the slightest inconvenience! 

And your loyely lady? You may rest as- 
sured that as far as she is concerned, you 
cut a very fancy figure indeed. Even tho 
your personality — heaven forbid — should 
grate on her nerves, she will be in your debt 
for the sliding roof of the Talbot Lago. With 
which member ajar and the windows up, 
she may enjoy the briskness of a fall after- 
noon without having her coiffure set awry by 
thoughtless draughts. 

Like most sports car and foreign car en- 
thusiasts, you have heard . . . and probably 


been confused by . . . numerous references 
to Talbot. And it’s enough to confuse all but 
the best informed, what with Talbot Grand 
Prix -cars, Talbot Lago, Talbot Darracq, 
Sunbeam Talbot and so on far into the night. 

First of all let’s clear up the Sunbeam- 
Talbot. Sunbeam was an actual Grand Prix 
car as well as a genuine sports vehicle. In 
fact, this effort, in the 1923 French Grand 
Prix, is the only British car, driven by a 
British driver (Sir Henry Segrave), ever to 
win a full-scale Grand Prix. The Talbot— 
pronounced in this case “tol-but”—was also 
a British car, first produced in 1902 under 
the name of Clement-Talbot. There was also 
a Talbot-Simmons—not too well known here 
—which was developed from the Talbot 
Eight in the middle twenties. Now, that 
should take care of the British-end of things, 
except that mention should be made of the 
British Talbot which, in 1913, became the 
first car to cover 100 miles in an hour. 

Jumping across the Channel, we find the 
Darracq, one of the best known _ pioneer 
French cars. (In England, the present-day 
French-built Talbot, which has no connec- 
tion with the British Talbot, and which is 
pronounced “tal-bow,” French style, is some- 
times known as the Darracq.) 

In 1920, a combine was formed of the 
three companies, Sunbeam-Talbot-Darracq, 
and produced some cars known as STD. 
This partnership faded soon and Sunbeam 
went back to England, while Darracq and 
Talbot continued in France. 

Darracq, always a producer of fine cars, 
many of which still perform beautifully in 
England, concentrated (after 1928) on a 
series of high-grade 6-cylinder cars, from 
which grew the push-rod ohy engine under 


discussion here. 

Tony Lago, the head man around the 
present day Talbot works, was responsible 
for the amazing showing of the Talbot cars 
in post-war Grand Prix races. 

At the risk of adding to the confusion, 
here is the situation today ... The French 
Talbot is known as the Talbot-Lago in 
France, the Darracq in England, and the 
Talbot-Darracq in Belgium. The Sunbeam- 
Talbot of British manufacture is sold as the 
Sunbeam in Europe to avoid (?) confusion. 

Now we can draw a long breath and get 
down to the car we started to discuss in the 
first place—the 4% litre Talbot Sport Coupe. 
This cream and blue and chrome curvaceous 
darling started life as a convertible in 1949 
and was bought in France by Mr. Louis 
Ritter of New York. After a few American 
miles, another Louis fell in love with her 
... this time, Mr. Louis Wesmer of Spokane, 
Washington. He purchased her from Mr. 
Ritter, and after becoming completely: at- 
tached to la femme Talbot, decided that he 
would be even happier if she were a “slid- 
ing-head sport coupe.” 

No sooner said than done, and a_ body 
works somewhere in the Northland installed 
the “hard top.” This brings us to Roger 
Barlow, who ‘will need no introduction to 
Road and Track fans. Mr. Barlow, who has 
at one time or another had just about every 
kind of car you can imagine on his sales 
floor (International Motors, Hollywood and 
Beverly Hills, California), is right at the top 
of the list of sports car lovers, and maybe 
at the absolute top when it comes to Talbots 
—having owned several. 

Before the car passed into the hands 
of Harold O. McLean of Santa Barbara, Mr. 


Barlow responded to Road and Track’s re- 
quest to write about the car in his usual 
cooperative manner. 

The car’s specifications will be well known 
eto dyed-in-the-wool enthusiasts, but for the 
record, it has a 90 mm bore and a 110 mm 
stroke in each of the six cylinders. At first, 
the weight—4300 pounds—seems a bit high 
for a 102-inch wheelbase, doesn’t it? But 
look at the horsepower . . . 190 to 200. No 
problem there! 

The factory claimed 130 mph, but with 
ordinary tuning the present owner can be 
quite confident when he quotes 110-112 mph 
to his admiring friends. 

All Talbots handle well, and this partic- 
ular car is no exception, The steering is 
light and positive, the ride is firm but 
smooth, and the large diameter finned brakes 
give the driver a feeling of well-being. 

Suitable to the suave French elegance of 
the car are the interior fittings. Directly 
back of the seat—in light blue leather to 
match the seats—-are three fitted suitcases of 
generous capacity. More of these fitted cases 
rest in the rear deck compartment, which, 
of course, also houses the spare chromed 
wire wheel and tire. The windows roll up 
and down easily by virtue of the cogs ma- 
chined into the frame. Further thought is 
given to driver ease in the pre-selector gear- 
box and the lever to the left of the steering 
wheel which controls the lights and the horn, 
Coup @oeil .. . a highly individual carriage, 
for a highly individual personage. 


Ye Editor, Jerry Navadid, ". . . a roving patrol." 
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Fuel consumption tests can be very tricky affairs... 
special driving techniques, modified cars, special tun- 
ing, favorable route, illicit refuelings, and all manner 
of hijinks to boost mileage. 

So, when Kjell Qvale of British Motor Car Company 
(San Francisco) asked Road and Track to officiate at 
an economy test for Morris Minors, we were determined 
that normal conditions and fair play would prevail. To 
eliminate “economy-wise” drivers, it was decided to use 
women at the wheel ... six were obtained, sight un- 
seen, from an employment agency. None of them had 
ever driverea foreign car before, Their occupations in- 
cluded stenographer, housewife, model, swimmer, and 
cashier, 

The “Great Highway,” a busy center-park divided 
esplanade bordering the oceanside beach, was selected 
because the test cars could go up one side and return 
on the other. Traffic made stops necessary and a slight 
hill at one end called for braking on the down grade 
and climbing from a‘slow turn. 

The two Morris Minors, a brand new Convertible and 
a Sedan demonstrator, were selected for the test. It was 
real fun tearing them apart while searching for modifi- 
cations . , , air cleaners stock and in place, carbure- 
tion as delivered except for a one-size smaller needle 
(optional) on the sedan, regular ignition with stock 
spark plugs, as-delivered cams, compression-ratios, port- 
ing, mufflers, gearing and other components. The ‘gas 
tanks were drained bone dry, refilled with the calibrat- 
ed and certified Shell pump, and sealed . . . but good. 
Seals on gas lines, fuel pump, carburetor, ignition, oil 
filler, hood and gas tank assured fair-play. 

Opera singer Blanche Thebom (who owns a Morris), 
newspaper men, and Shell officials were on hand for 
the start. Both girls raced engines, clashed gears, and 
lugged on the hill, Oh, well, that’s what we expected. 

When the Minors came in four hours later for fuel, 
we were surprised to find that one took only 1.8 gallons 
and the other only 1.6 gallons. Off again with fresh 
drivers .. . one, an interesting girl from Czechoslovakia 
thought she was in a road race and was lapping the 
circuit in record time. After this was straightened out, 
everything was quiet. Nightfall brought fog, cold, and 
curious people. 

As the 48 hours set for the duration of the run drew 
to a close, the press and other officials gathered again. 
Amid comments of “well done,” “reliable cars,” and 
“gee, but it’s cold,” the two begrimed Morris Minors 
pulled in. Seals\ were checked, gas tanks drained, and 
consumption figures carefully checked. The verdict... 
42.998 miles per gallon on the convertible and 47.441 
mpg for the sedan! 

The two cars had covered 2,919 miles on only 65.40 
gallons of gasoline, Total oil consumption was one 
pint. Spark plugs were changed on the convertible be- 
cause they had been burned by the habitual hill lug- 
ging. The test seemed quite fair because no particular 
attempt was made to conserve fuel. It should be noted, 
however, that downtown traffic conditions or a more 
brisk use of thru-gears acceleration would produce low- 
er mileages. By regulating your driving habits with a 
vacuum gauge, and holding to modest speeds, you too 
can stretch the gallons ... , to 47 mpg 
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Simca, after extensive re-tooling is about 
to invade the U. S, and other foreign mar- 
kets with their 52 models—three of which 
are pictured here. 

Improvements which will make an already 
smooth little car even more pleasant to own 
and drive, are such refinements as counter- 
balancing of the crankshaft and more care- 
ful machining of the gears thruout. 

Externally, the Simca Huit (hard-top 
coupe) remains much the same, with the ex- 
ception of a new grill, while the Aronde 
(4/5 passenger, four door sedan) is a com- 
pletely new creation, The Aronde, along 
with the Estate Wagon, should be handsome- 
ly received by economy minded Americans 
who also want extreme maneuverability cou- 
pled with the last word in smart transport, 
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When Leonard Hammond drove his new 
2,5 Alfa Romeo off the Milan (Italy) fac- 
tory floor in 1949, he was a proud and 
happy man indeed—as who wouldn’t be? 

The sleek Pinin Farina convertible was a 
real beauty as its pure lines met the eye: 
midnight blue paint, knock-off racing wire 
wheels with Englebert tires, red leather up- 
holstery and cream-colored dashboard fit- 
tings. 

However, after he had put a few miles on 
the car (which is an exact duplicate of the 
2.5 convertible the Communist workers of 
Italy presented to Joseph Stalin on his 
70th birthday), he found that it had all the 
sparkling road qualities so long associated 
with Alfa Romeos—except torque, 

After shipping the car to his home in Bey- 
erly Hills via boat and train, Mr. Hammond 
found himself more dissatished than ever. 
And he figured there was only one person 
who could alter the situation satisfactorily. 
So he headed for the immaculate workshop 
of Mal Ord and dumped the problem on 
Mal’s shoulders. 


2.7 Blown Alfa 


A few fast calculations with -pencil and 
slide rule, and Ord dug into thé six cylinder 
engine, pulled it apart, bored it out’ to give 
a total displacement of 2700 ‘ec, then re- 
worked and installed an Italian supercharg- 
er—to be driven by two size B belts. 

The five pounds boost and ‘the increased 
litreage was just what the doctor ordered 
and at the present time you'll hear Leonard 
Hammond singing Mal Ord’s praises all over 
town—and you'd probably do the same. The 
Alfa is a dream to drive with its light, posi- 
tive steering and wonderful stability on an 
kind of road surface. Couple this with the 
present top speed of 105/107 mph and yo 
find that the little Italian import can more 
than hold its own in most any company and 
under most any driving conditions. 

If you talk to Mr. Hammond today, you’l 
find him quite an Alfa fan, “But if you are 
going to write about the car” he told us 
“please be sure and say the Alfa is not for 
sale!” He’s quite happy with things the wa 
they are. 
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Junior comes thru. 


. . . Florentine Victory 
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No body designer and builder does more in- 
teresting and functional work than Zagato 
of 18 Via Giorgini, Milano, Italy. 

One of the oldest Italian coachbuilders, Za- 
gato is especially daring in windshield treat- 
ment, quite often continuing that member (and 
the side windows, too) well up into the car 
roof. “Tall glass,” in fact, is a Zagato trade- 
mark, 

Low and sinister, the rear enginer Isotta- 
Fraschini four door sedan was one of a half a 
dozen prototypes, which never got into produc- 
tion. As with the American Tucker, financial 
doldrums at the Isotta works ended the interest- 
ing experiment. 

Tho Zagato excels in coupes and sedans, his 
competition cars show profound thought. The 
little 500 cc, sitting astride the railroad ties 
“with its eyes closed,” expresses Zagato crafts- 
manship and ingenuity. The doors beside the 
grill snap open at night to reveal powerful 
headlights. 


The Zagato 500 Grand Sports closely resem- 
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Roger negotiates, : 
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bles the Le Mans MG featured in August Road 
and Track and the gentleman along side close- 
ly resembles Roger Barlow of Hollywood, Cali- 
fornia—and well he should—for it is Roger, 
who was in Italy at the time negotiating for a 
Zagato MG sedan (R & T December, 1949). 

Carrying on tradition is Zagato Jr.—highly 
successful in the new Zagato Gran Turismo, 
based on a Fiat 750 chassis, The coupe has a 
singular record of 11 wins in 11 events, the 
two shown here being driven (by the son and 
heir) to victory at Dolomiti and Tuscany 
Bowl. 

The convertible shown (1100 Fiat Chassis) i 
a prime example of the cleanliness of vant 
concepts. 

What the prankster atop the Zagato works 
marquee is up to is anybody’s guess, but it is 
pretty definitely not a new Italian method of 
filling the radiator with water. Actually, the 
car, young Zagato at the controls, is a special 
750 cc coupe, so the ceremony is probably some 
weird and exotic christening rite. 


‘i 


Ss 
ween” 


LIES es ; Se 


eel SE 
4 . 


Ge 
di 


Both OSCA's pass Cooper-J.A.P. 
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photos by Corrado Millanta 


Unquestionably the most remarkable de- 
velopment in the 1100 ce class today — and 
that includes every country and every manu- 
facturer—is the double ohc OSCA race car. 

Absolute in rulership of its class, with its 
record of no defeats this season, the new 
little car, pride of the Maserati brothers’ 
OSCA organization went so far as to win 
the Criterium at Monza with a two-seater 
body! 

Developing 75 to 80 hp and weighing 1000 
pounds (in biposto form) the car, even tho 
heavier and theoretically less powerful than 
its single-seated rivals—soundly defeated all 
others entries in Europe, in all events. 

Road and Track readers may refresh their 
memories by referring to the article describ- 
ing the car ‘in the March issue, where they 
will notice that the four cylinder engine, 
even at 6000 rpm, moves its pistons at the 

rable speed of 2780 feet per minute— 
which is quite low for racing. 

It looks as tho OSCA is here to stay—if 
their work in this season’s Grand Prix racing 
is any indication of the future. Moving up 
fast with their 4500 cc car (R&T, Nov. 
1951) and having positively established su- 
premacy in the 1100 group, OSCA shows fair 
to push Ferrari hard next season—or sooner. 

With the OSCA 1100, weighing 1000 
pounds and developing but 80 hp, while its 
closest rivals—J.A.P. powered Coopers—had 
a favorable ratio of 666 pounds to 90 hp, 
some concrete explanation must be given for 
the victories. These probably fall under the 
heading of handling qualities and reliability. 

The tubular chassis has offered a stiffness 
which lends highest accuracy to the calcu- 
lated front end geometry, and the four cyl- 
inder engine has developed: virtually no bugs 
since its introduction. 
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DAT QUEEN 


By Isamu Uchiyama 

As one of the enthusiasts of sports cars in overseas, I take 
this opportunity for introducing new Japanese racing car. 

Last May, first American vs Japanese automobile race was 
carried out under auspices of the leading Japanese newspaper— 
Yamouri. From American side, many sports cars (chiefly MG 
TD) and specials participated. And from Japanese side, some 
Japanese special sports cars and race cars entered, Many spec- 
tators came and concentrated on a race between American Cros- 
ley Hot Shot and new Japanese car. 

Two of these new models have been built by Nissan Motor 
Co., but in reality all of the process of building has been 
carried out by Wide Field Motors of Shinagawa, Tokyo: a 
Japanese body builder. It is reported that great consideration 
has been paid for reducing body weight . . . all constructions 
being of light alloy and thin panel. 

As a whole, “Datsun” is the fine example of Japanese Motor 
Industry to-day, but is still behind others in the foreign market 
in many constructional viewpoints, Tho it was designed speci- 
ally for the track condition (Japanese track is very small horse- 
race fiéld, 800 meters), such points as splash lubrication, short 
diameter brake drum and something like that are not suitable 
for racing car. 

Nissan Motor Company paid fer this little product, sum of 
1,000,000 yen that is equivalent for U. S, $2,800 estimate. 


Cylinders 4 

Bore/stroke 60 x 66 mm 

Displacement 747 ce 

Compression ratio 7:6 — 1 

Main bearings 3 (2 ball type, 1 plain) 

BHP 28 at 5500 rpm 

Carburetor One, horizontal twin Solex, 56 cm. 

Lubrication Splash 

Wheelbase 82.3” 

Tread (front) 44.9” 

Tread (rear) 46.4” 

O.A. length 129.9” 

Tires (front) 4.00 x 16 

Tires (rear) 5.00 x 16 

Weight 905 lbs 

Transmission 3 speed 

Suspension (front) Independent, trans. leaf. 

Suspension (rear) Trailing link, pneumatic strut, telescopic 
shocks. 

Brakes Mechanical, rear only. 


Chassis rectangular tube. 
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CONVAIR TROPHY RACES 


by Joseph J. Lane Jr, 


October 20, 1951—Gus Ehrman finally became 
the bride afier being the bridesmaid for many 
years of racing MGs in the East. Turning in 
a performance 3 minutes and 24 seconds faster 
than his handicap, Ehrman won one of the 
longest (94.8 miles) races open to all types 
of cars. 

THE MILLER HANDICAP was run in two 
sections, being divided roughly at the 1500 ec 
mark. All cars were handicapped so many min- 
utes and seconds from the limit cars. For ex- 
ample, stock MGs gave the Crosleys 3 minutes 
46 seconds, Mk II TDs gave 5:09 to limit cars, 
XK Jags gave 13:26 and the scratch men, Bill 
Spear in the Ferrari America and Erwin Gold- 
schmidt in Allard Cadillac Experimental, started 
22:30 after the Crosleys. The handicap was so 
arranged that all cars should finish the 94.8 
miles in 113 minutes and 46 seconds. 

In the large car section of the handicap, 

Marsh Thomas in his TC Special and Dave 
Viall in the Lester MG set a hopping good 
pace in the lead, lapping at about 1 minute 
and 40 seconds (57 mph). However, Walt Hans- 
gen, Verne Rogers and C. Schott in the XKs 
were lapping very fast and moving up on the 
leaders. Then Goldschmidt and Spear took off 
after the pack, Goldschmidt putting up laps of 
around 1 minute 32 seconds (62 mph). Lap 
after lap Goldschmidt poured on the heat, pass- 
ing cars like they were standing still until the 
19th lap when a rear panhard rod let go... . 
a very fine effort. 

On the 23rd lap the Healey Silverstone of 
A. Penn moved into first place, shortly to be 
overtaken on the 31st lap by the flying XKs 
of Hansgen and Schott. Those two cars had 
managed to get laps of around 1:38 (58.5 mph) 
and were battling around all 9 corners on the 
1.58 mile circuit. 

John Fitch, in Bill Spear’s 2-litre Ferrari, 
had _ been driving a beautifully judged race, 
“moving into 3rd place behind the XKs on the 
34th lap, into 2nd place on the 52nd lap, when 
Schott was called in for tires, and just pipped 
Hansgen in the last few laps to win, 2 minutes 
and 4 seconds short of his handicap. 

Over 50% of the cars starting dropped out 
+... the tough luck award being split among 
a dozen cars. 


Over 1500cc Section, Miller Trophy 

60 laps 94.8 miles 58.2 mph. 
1 #65 John Fitch Ferrari 103:50 
2 #95 Walt Hansgen XK-120 105:15 
38 #42 B. Cunningham Ferrari 106:30 
4 #39 Bill Spear Ferrari (4.1) 106:43 


Following did not complete 60 laps 


#6 Robt Yung Frazer-Nash 

#54 K. Denston SS-100 

#16 R. J. Wilder Ardun-Allard 

#61 Robt. Grier BMW 

#1 Larry Kulok BMW - Lea Francis 


_ In the small car section of the Miller Hand- 
icap, George Sanderson in the limit-time Cros- 
ley set out at a terrific pace, lapping at times 
good for stock MGs! However, the Mk II MGs 
in the experienced hands of Ehrman and John 
G. Bennett were having a private battle, never 
being more than a few feet apart and putting 
in one lap time of 55.2 mph ,.. . faster than 
many of the XKs! 

The scratch cars, Koster’s HRG, Stiles’ bored 
TC and Tony Cummings blown TC, were slowly 
moving thru the field first paced by Tommy 
Cole’s Cisitalia and Koster. Tommy Cole’s 
Cisitalia failed to spark in the 15th lap and 
Jim Pauley’s (ex-Bob Said) MG had a fourth- 
gear-only gearbox. 

Finally, in the 38th lap, Bennett and Ehrman 
passed Sanderson’s Crosley, with Bennett slow- 
ly pulling away from Ehrman until with 10 
seconds in hand Bennett dropped a valve in the 
56th lap. A beautiful drive in the classic style. 

On the 54th lap, Koster’s HRG and Fischer 
in. another Mk II passed Sanderson when he 
stopped to look at his tires. Cummings and 
Stiles were running along .. . trying to judge 
what they needed to catch Ehrman, while Bai- 
ley’s stock TD and Iselin’s HRG-Offenhauser 
were still within striking range. 

Then suddenly it was all over . . . Koster and 
Fischer just missed catching Ehrman, 9 sec- 
onds and 5 seconds separating the three cars. 
and along with Cummings managed to exceed 


their handicap time. 
Under 1500ce Section, Miller Trophy 
60 laps 94.8 miles 54.3 mph 

1 #24 Gus Ehrman MG-TD MkII 110:32 
2 #27 S. Koster HRG 1500 110:41 
8 #57 R. Fisher MG-TD MkII 110:46 
4 #68 A. Cummings MG-TD (s) 112:49 
5 #87 J. Stiles MG-TC (mod) 114:20 
6 #66 Peter Iselin HRG Offy 114:25 
| #88 Wm. Bailey MG-TD 116:17 
8 #52 Geo. Sanderson Crosley 116 :43 
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Ehrman had won the overall handicap, having 

exceeded his handicap by the greatest amount 
- 3 minutes and 24 seconds. 

The Stock “‘T’’ MG race seemed to add fuel 
to the TC vs TD argument, with TCs of Jones 
and Zabriskie taking lst and 4th places and 
TDs in the other spots. John Van Driel (TC) 
took the lead early in this race and easily had 
the legs of all others his cornering of 
the car being superb. On the 15th lap however, 
plugs stopped plugging and Jones and Carroll 
(TC and TD) proceeded to pull into the lead. 
The TC pulled away in second gear but ihe TD 
overhauled in the higher speeds. Finally Jones 
passed Carroll in the 18th lap and was never 


caught. Time: 36 minutes, 30 seconds 
(52.0 mph). The first 3 cars finished within 
12 seconds. 

J. S. Inskip Trophy (Stock ‘T’ MG) 

20 laps 31.6 mph 51.9 mph 

1 #89 B. Jones MG-TD 36:30 
2 #16 Morris Carroll MG-TD 36:32 
3 #29 Wm. Lloyd MG-TD 36:42 
4 #38 Wm. Zabriskie MG-TD 36:51 
5 #31 Max Schulz MG-TD 37.46 
6 #11 Robt. Meyer MG-TD flag’d 


19 laps 


The first ALL-LADIES ROAD RACE got off 
at 9:30 for 10 laps. Five of our fragile friends 
made the starting line . Honey Roth’s 
faulty condenser almcst keeping her from start- 
ing. A fast pace lap behind a Nash Healey, 
the starter’s flag, and Alice Hunusocky took the 
lead in her ivory TD ‘‘Buttercup’’. Not for long 
tho . . . she spun out on the first turn, but 
made a beautiful recovery. Anese Ash was the 
leader at the end of the first lap, making 
1:48 faster than the men’s handicap! 
However, on the 2nd lap a decided miss (not 
Miss!) had crept into the engine and Nancy 
Ehrman and Martha Coler had gone by. Miss 
Coler passed Nancy Ehrman in the Fourth lap 
and. led to the finis. Time. . 19 minutes, 
6 seconds. 

Many people remarked on how smoothly our 
gals had driven. They're bucking a lot of 
people who want to keep them out of sports 
car racing... . so good luck to them... . 


Convair (ladies) Trophy Race 


10 laps 15.8 miles 49.50 mph 
1 #16 Martha Coler MG-TD_ 19:06.0 
2 #24 Nancy Ehrman MG-TD 19:35.7 
3 #12 Anese Ash MG-TD 20:05.2 
4 #77 Alice Hunusocky MG-TD 20:43.6 


NOTES ON THE CARS: Erwin Gold- 
schmidt’s J-2 Allard was the center of attrac- 
tion. There were many Detroit big-wigs on hand 
to watch the performance of the 195? Cadillac 
engine in this Allard, These engineers were 
amazed at the enthusiasm of the competitors, 


Larry Kulok’s beautiful white BMW roadster 
had too much torque :n its new Lea Francis 
engine—result: clutch slipped. 


Guy Atkin’s blown 8:1 compression ratio 
TD really caused him anguish—a blown hose 
at practice Friday, a run blower bearing Sat- 
urday morning, which he just had time to re- 
pair in time for his race then clutch 
trouble in the 16th lap. 

Races went off within 5 minutes of sched- 
uled time, much to the chagrin of 8 XKs who 
had to start behind the Ferrari America as a 
result of not being out in time. (Every race 
committee should try this!) In the next race 
every car was line up and waiting 5 minutes 
before starting time!! } ‘ 

The race committee had a tough job with 
time . K 250 miles of racing in 4 races 
with everything to be finished by 4 pm when 
the sun’s glare would become too much for 
the drivers. 

John Gordon Bennett’s MkII TD hadn’t had 
any work dene since before Watkins Glen.... 
not even the plugs had been changed. But all 
four tires were down to the canvas on the 
55‘h lap. b 

First time anyone has pulled tire changes 
hice one Ferrari in 15 seconds, a TC in 
40 seconds. And a tire change ruined Schott’s 
chances of finishing his Jaguar XK in the top 
places. O’Brien’s XK had rudge wheels. fa- 
cilitating a quick change, but he got astride a 
hay bale scon after. Sanderson changed his 
Cresley tire with 4 friends lifting the car up! 

The specials of March Thomas, Dave Ash 
and Dave Viall (Lester MG) seemed to be able 
to hold the XKs! Dave Ash’s car (TD frame 
and front end. Mercedes Benz 170 swing axle 
rear, 1440 ec 9:1 compression ratio TD engine) 


had a beautiful aluminum body resembling a 

small BRM. : 
Tommy Cole’s Chrysler-Allard was still on 

the boat from England so he drove John 


Perona’s ‘‘Cissy’’. 


INTERNATIONAL 
MOTORS 


® HOLLYWOOD 
@ BEVERLY HILLS 


Authorized Dealer 
Sales — Service 
Spare Parts 


WADE SUPERCHARGERS 
MG Kit $395 plus taxes 


ABARTH DUAL MANIFOLDS 
for Simca-8 $175 plus tax 


Full AUTOCESSORIES Line of 
G Equipment 


5670 Sunset Blvd. 
Hollywood 28, Calif. 


DO YOU WANT A 


RECORD BREAKER? 


A 270 cu. in. G.M.C. engine with stock head 
and tappets, but equipped with a Howard 
Cam and Howard Fuel Injection System, was 
installed in a Cord sedan chassis. This com- 
bination reached 109 miles per hour in a 
quarter mile drag-race. This was the fastest 
GM.C. time, regardless of classification. 


SENSATIONAL NEW CAMS FOR 
Ford - Mercury 


High Lift Track Grind.............-s:-ss-+- Lift 384 
Nay 4 High Lift.....----.....eeeesseeeeeeeee- Lift .340 
Chevrolet 
New 34 High Lift.........---....---ssess---22- ift .405 
Full Race High Lift- -480 
G.M.C. 

New Full Race High Lift-........-.-.----- Lift .480 


FIRST and ONLY Full Race Track Grind 
using stock tappets and GUARANTEED 
not to damage tappets ....--.-.--.-.- Lift .500 


Hh, * 10122-R South Main St. 
CWRAMA 


Los Angeles 3, Calif. 


GET /50 MILES PER GALLON 
AS PROVEN BY ENGINEERS pel AA 


The Spork Intensifier is only one of many ways 
to get “peak” performance. We guarantee re- 
sults or it costs you nothing! 


¥ More Power’ v Better Mileage 
¢ More Speed ¥ Quicker Starting 


Easily installed in the center hole of the distrib- 
Mm utor cap of all cars, trucks and tractors, the in- 
A tensifier boosts the high voltage passing through 
the distributor . . . giving o “hotter spark.”’ This 
permits a wider spark gap which reduces mis- 
firing and consequent ring and cylinder weor. 

EE TRIAL, send $2.00 cash, check or money order ; 
ir NOT FULLY SATISFIED, RETURN FOR FULL REFUND. 


ELECTRONIC DEVELOPMENT CO. 


Dept. R-11, Box 17716 @ Los Angeles 34, Californie 
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CLYMER MOTORBOOKS MAKE EXCELLENT GIFTS! 


AUTO OWNER’S COMPLETE HANDBOOK 
A new repair manual clearly written for the layman... 
232 pages, over 300 drawings, charts, illustrations. An 
authoritative guide for any automobile owner interested 
in maintaining his own car. Explains simple home-work- 
shop machining methods, chassis and suspension repatrs— 
complete descriptions on springing, shock absorbers, brakes, 
as well as engine overhaul, fitting of new parts. Clutch, 
transmission, and differential problems dealt with in de- 
tail, and instructions on electrical and ignition systems, 
carburetion and tune-up. Special section on anti-friction 
bearings as used in the wheels, drive gear, axles, and 
transmission... Postpaid: c.-.- 220-020 se- ees coe eovsnw nes $2.00 1 


THE MODERN CHASSIS _ 
Most complete, up-to-the-minute book yet published con- 
cerning the design, construction, and assembly of modern 
automotive chassis and components. Deals with suspen- 
sion systems, shock absorbers, brakes, weight distribution, 
steering, and all other important phases of chassis layout. 
Written in plain, understandable language for the layman. 
Fully illustrated with over 160 photos, charts, and tech- 
nical dyawings. 112 pages, attractive 3-color leatherette 
Govern Post pans 4 see eT he Eee se danke $2.00 


BRITISH CAR OWNER’S HANDBOOK—This Au- 
tocar Handbook, compiled by the staff of ‘‘Autocar,’’ is 
a fine service manual for the owners of new British cars. 
Contains data on engine repair, lubrication, carburetion, 
electrical, etc. 252 pages, 240 illustrations. Revised, 
up-to-date information. Postpaid ---$2.00 


HOW TO HOP_UP 
FORD & MERCURY V8 ENGINES 


An outstanding handbook dealing specifically with the 
“‘souping’ or speed tuning of all Ford and Mercury V& 
engines, compiled by Roger Huntington. Over 120 au- 
thentic graphs, charts, photos, as well as a history of the 
Ford V& engine are included. All available speed equip- 
ment listed. Tells how to get the most for your money, 
discusses short cuts to increasing power output, and how 
to plot the results. 160 pages. Postpaid-....... $2.00 


FREE! ...Catalog of 85 
CLYMER MOTORBOOKS 


lus—a litho showing AMERICA’S FASTEST CAR 
Da . the 230 m.p.h. CLYMER MOTORBOOK SPE- 
CIAL, with Driver Willie Young, Builder Bill Kenz, 
and Sponsor Floyd Clymer. WRITE TODAY . . . 
it’s FREE! 


HOW TO HOP UP 
CHEVROLET & GMC ENGINES 


Another complete manual on “souping’’ or speed tuning 
—the Chev. and GMC 6-cylinder engines in particular. 
144 pages, over 120 sharp illustrations. Author Roger 


best information obtainable on this subject. Postpaid 


Degas re Ede ust cote sation ON enema aerastee Sar $2.00 [] 


A.A.A. OFFICIAL RECORD BOOK 


A comprehensive listing of all A.A.A. official speed and 
track records, including big-car and midget point stand- 
ings, stock car and sports car events, and a complete sec- 
tion about the rules, regulations, and speed formulas of 
the American Automobile Association. Once was available 
only to A.A.A. personnel—now available to ALL motor 
racing enthusiasts. Postpaid.............---....------ $2.00 


FLOYD CLYMER’S CATALOG 
OF 1951 BRITISH CARS 
A most complete survey of all 53 new British cars. 
Contains full details, specifications, body styles, plus 
names and addresses of all auto manufacturers in Eng- 
land. New Ford Consul & Zephyr models, and new 
sports cars included. Size 8% x 11 inches, 112 pages, 
over 200 illustrations Postpaid $2.00 [] 


TREASURY OF EARLY 
AMERICAN AUTOS 
Just out. Clymer’s new Mc- 
Graw-Hill book of histor- 
ical cars, songs, cartoons, 
data, Vanderbilt Cup, In- 
dianapolis, N. Y. - Paris 
Races. 22,000 word text, 
500 illustrations. Beauti- 
ful large gift album. 224 
large pages....... $5.00 [J 


HISTORY OF MOTORIZED VEHICLES 
Mechanical Traction and Travel—1769 to 1946. 368 
charts, photos, drawings of historical vehicles, including 
steam, gas, electric, Diesel and tractors with a short 
historyrc=-tsc3.. $2.00 Deliixereseene ee $3.00 [J 


—GLYMER BOOKS OF NOSTALGIA 


American Horse-Drawn Vehicles 


200 ILLUSTRATIONS . . . 106 LARGE PAGES 
Contains largest and most complete assortment 
ever published of carriages . . . wagons 


buggies . . . phaetons . . . track sulkies . . . 
skeleton wagons . top buggies . jump 
seats and surries . . . two-wheelers . . . hearses 


4 fire wagons. All styles and sizes clearly 
shown. A _ pictorial album compiled in typical 
style of the days when many difterent HORSE- 
DRAWN VEHICLES were common. . . colorful 
vehicles of every description. . . . ORDER NOW! 
Postpatd si soe cee Bae ee ee ee ees $2.00 
Deluxe Edition with Fabrikoid binding and gold- 
leat lettering epostpaid= wines te. ne cesses $3.50 [ 


STEAM CAR SCRAPBOOK 
Lists and describes over 125 makes of Steam Cars. A 
complete history of steam cars—past and present. Pro- 
fusely illustrated with early ads and photos.....$2.00 [] 
Deluxe iat ces sts oS teh See oe ees ete $3.00 [] 


MOTOR SCRAPBOOK 
SERIES 


Foy Clymscrs. Motor Scrapbook No. . 
MOTOR | Latest and best. Profusely 
_SCRAPBOOK illustrated Auto Scrapbook. 
| ae || 224 pages. Ads, plotos, de- 
$) tails of 250 early cars. 

$2.00 (). Deluxe Edi- 


tion $3.00 []. Scrapbook 


No. 5 $2.00; Dlx. $3.00 
No. 4 $1.50; Dlx. $2.50 
No. 3 $1.50; Dix. $2.50 
No. 2 $1.50; Dix. $2.50 
No. 1 $1.50; Dix. $2.50 


ALBUM OF STEAM TRACTION ENGINES 
U.S. and Foreign makes from 1855 to 1929 are shown 
with 470 photos inc'uding 105 makes. Nostalgic pic- 
tures and ads of old time farm equipment. Memories of 
the early agricultural days on the farm........... $2.50 (J 
Diebuixe: $2.5 ose acne cee ce ora sae $3.50 [] 


HENRY FORD by William Simonds 


Authentic story of America’s Foremost Automotive Giant. 
IIlustrated....... $3.00 Deluxe: =.=.) $4.00 


1951 INDIANAPOLIS RACE YEARBOOK 

(with enlarged, authentic technical section included) 
Complete story of the great 500-mile race held on Me- 
morial Day, 1951 . . . 112 pages filled with interest- 
ing, informative text, over 300 photos—of drivers, their 
cars, important personalities . . . facts concerning front 
and rear-drive cars, the successful Offenhausers (Meyer- 
Drake) racing engine, the story of the fabulous Novi 
Specials. Excellent photos, drawings, cartoons provide an 
accurate account of the qualifying trials, the race itself, 
post-race activities, and Winner Lee Wallard’s victory 
Gelepration) 21 POstpaldi. 2: a eke $1.50 
DELUXE EDITION, Fabrikoid-bound, gold-leaf lettering 
postpaid 3.00 


, 


FLOYD CLYMER’S CATALOG 

OF 1951 U.S. AUTOMOBILES 
Another annual revision of Floyd Clymer’s well-known cat- 
alog series. Covers every production car made in America 
today—General Motors, Ford, Chrysler, Kaiser-Frazer, 
Hudson, Nash, Studebaker also the new sports cars— 
Cunningham, Muntz, and Nash-Healey. Charts, specifica- 
tions, comparative prices, interesting service data, 130 
sharp photos. 80 large pictures. Postpaid ..... $2.00 
SPORTS CAR ENGINE—A new book . . . 40 Fotos, 
charts, drawings. Technical and all other data on all 
Sports Car Engines. A MUST for Sports Car Fans 
eee El ei OS Eee ADE pan nee eo pL $1.50 [] 
BRITISH ROAD RACING—hHow road racing devel- 
oped in England. Discusses E.R.A., Alta, Cooper, Bond, 
B.R.M., other British cars, as well as many French and 
Italian makes, records at Brooklands, Isle of Man, etc. 
Postpaid past ee re k eva at ete ae $1.00 [J 


CATALOG OF 1951 BRITISH MOTORCY- 


CLES—A brand new hook of reference, for the en- 
thusiast, owner, all persons interested in motorcycles. 


Covers every make and model machine now made in 
England, names and addresses of manufacturers, 160 
pages, 83 sharp illustrations. Postpaid....$2.00 1 
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CATALOG REPRINTS 


DUESENBERG INSTRUCTION BOOK 
We offer this excellent 64-page reprint for owners and 
collectors 25 photos of cars . . . charts, drawings, cut- 
away views of engine, oiling system, camshaft and valves, 
instrument panel, chassis, transmission, differential, wheels, 
brakes, complete wiring diagram. Interesting and authentic 
data on care and operation of the world-famous Model J 
“‘Duesie,’’ with parts numbers, data. Order Reprint No. 
QJDIRY sRostnatdstsccce.- een oe Sree $1.50 ( 


CORD OWNER’S MANUAL REPRINT 
This 36-page book gives all driving instructions and 
necessary servicing information for Cord V-8 cars. Com- 
plete specifications, 2 photos, charts, drawings. All 
about care of engine, trans., fuel system, lubrication, front 
steering data, universals alignment, hydraulic brakes, 
shocks, top and tires. A ‘‘must’’ for every Cord owner 
or enthusiast interested in design of this unique front- 
wheel-driven car. Order reprint No. 2-CO810. Postpaid 
Bg Nera , andere eeu ntg tn Vay Hey oer ae. SG) ales | $1.00 


STUTZ CATALOG REPRINT 
25 photos specifications all famous 4-cylinder Stutz 
series ‘‘E’’ cars including the fabulous ‘‘Bearcat,’’ Road- 
ster and Touring models, in both 4 and 6-cylinder- 
powered cars. Order No. E-STU. Postpaid....$1.00 [] 


MERCER CATALOG REPRINT 
Complete data on this world-famous car of early days. 
Photos and specifications of all models and body styles, 
including the outstanding ‘‘RACEABOUTS.” Series ‘‘5’’ 


4 cylinder models. Order Reprint 5-Mer. Postpaid....... 
wa Baap dae nS cee Rei cece SR ee a $1.00 (] 
Series ‘‘6’’ 6-cylinder 0.H.V. models. Order Reprint No. 
GeMert ” Posthatd--ticecsen: ocean $1.00 (J 


FLOYD CLYMER, Dept. RT-12 


1268 S. Alvarado, L. A. 6, Calif. 


NEW YORK TO PARIS RACE, 1908 


76 pages . . . 109 photos. This book tells of World’s 
Longest Race, won by a Thomas-Flyey. Photos of cars in 
all countries. A colorful story about an unbelievable 
around-the-world race in 1908. The Thomas-Flyer was 
then acclaimed the ‘‘World’s Champion Endurance Car.’ 
A real book of Americana. Postpaid................ $1.50 4 


CLYMER CRASH HELMETS 


Gives real protection. Light in weight, 
yet exceptionally strong, perfect fit as- 
4 sured. Worn by country’s greatest driv- 
» ers. Give hat size when ordering. 
Motel D<8e S30) Si ee eres $25.00 [1] 
Attractive Clymer Helmet Lapel Pin 
(as; ShOWh)) eotcas oe ee eee 75¢ 


DEALERS — Write for our liberal Dealer 
Proposition on your letterhead. Make extra 
profits selling CLYMER HELMETS and the 
popular CLYMER MOTORBOOKS., 


ORDER BLANK 


SEND FOR FREE MOTORBOOKS CATALOG 


FLOYD CLYMER MOTORBOOKS 
1268 S. Alvarado, RT-12, L. A. 6, Calif. 


Please send books marked X to: 


NAME_ 


ADDRESS. 


CITY & STATE 


a 
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1. TEACHES you 


how to drive eco- 
nomically — 
eliminates the 
Jack Rabbit starts 
and passing on 
hills — that’s 
where you really 
drink up fuel. 


PERFORMANCE 
charts and sug- 
gestions are en- 
closed with every 
meter, enabling 
you to determine 
how many miles 
per gallon you 
are getting, and 
what adjustments 
to make to in- 
crease your mile- 
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3. YOU can check 


your engine con- 
dition at all 
times, and if it is 
not operating effi- 
ciently, Mile-O- 
Meter will tell 
you how to cor- 
rect the condi- 
tion. 


SIMPLY mount 
meter on  wind- 
shield frame or 
on dashboard 
area to suit your 
convenience with 
the aid of mount- 
ing brackets that 
can be bent into 
practically any 
position. 


USE THis mer eR om 
ATR ENAL CO MBE Tiny 
NOME BNE 


107 Northampton St. 


SEND YOUR ORDER TODAY 


Boston 18, Mass. 


DEPT 32 


send._...............Mile-O-Meters at-_...........- 


GALE HALL ENGINEERING, 


BOSTON 18, MASS. 
World’s Largest Producers of Tune-Up Gauges 


Please 


CL] Gift Wrapped (Free) 


OD C.O.D. 


_) Check enclosed 


“Mile-O-Meter makes a perfect gift. It 
comes beautifully gift-wrapped, and 


is something that every man wants." 


LLL 


VL Ldidddsddes 

The handsome Jewel box Packing is a Z Every automobile should have a “Mile- 
«OE to the hie 4 

Yj VMVVVCVCV@C@HV@W@@@Z@7T@]@q]q]™™©qMwqw lll WAVMVVVVW@C@@C@@@@@@@Z@Z7@©]@EqTXCX0ZZCCC€@@M|!™!’éttta 
The perfect and practical gift for every and any 
man as well as for “the man who has everything” 
. with the “Mile-O-Meter” on the car’s instrument 
panel he'll be a proud driver. He'll know just how 
many miles per gallon he’s getting at all times, at 
every speed...He’ll save gas and repair bills by 


getting more miles per gallon... He'll know just 
how efficiently his engine is operating... when it’s 
time for a tune-up. He'll think of you every time 
he drives his car. “Mile-O-Meter” makes any dash- 
board look even better. Built with fine watch pre- 
cision and appearance, it lasts a lifetime — quickly 
transfers to any new car he may buy. Comes 
complete with 24-page booklet of easy-to-follow 
instructions. This wealth of economy operating in- 


A PRECISION INSTRUMENT BY CRAFTSMEN. 
LASTS A. LIFETIME — GUARANTEED ACCURATE. 
THE MODERN WAY TO DRIVE. NO CAR 

COMPLETE WITHOUT THE. MILE- 0- METER. Ss 


DELUXE CHROME MODEL 3% Dia 


STANDARD MODEL 2% Dia... ; '$9.75 Ppa: Fed. Tienes 


HUGE 24 page book and Mileage Calculator included 


"STANDARD THE WORLD OVER - 
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IMITATED BUT NOT EQUALLED” 


holler 


ao ror neg in 


t 
MA 
A 


RINE COMMAND” 


Paramount Pi.c ture 


MILE: O-METER™ 


RIG US PAT OFF 


Detter — 


WLILL LSS LL LA MUM gp ULeeddddddddddddcdddddcdssmssidsssdd 


Y O-Meter"’ 


Lil 


MW DMDMubT 


ren brings him up-to-date...tells him how to 
drive for maximum gasoline performance ... 
explains 31 ways “Mile-O-Meter” helps tune and 
check his motor. Fits every car, regardless of year 
or make—can be installed by anyone in a few 
minutes. Fully guaranteed —over 1,000,000 in use. 
A fascinating gift that any man will thrill to. We 
will gift-wrap the gauge for you — enclose any 
card you may send with your order—mail to any 
address. “Your gift occasion is our business” —our 
motto for almost 100 years. Deluxe Model in 
Kifer Maroon Leatherette case embossed in Gold. 
A perfect Jewel Box —no charge. “Mile-O-Meter” 
sent Prepaid. “Mile-O-Meter” drivers are Safe 
Drivers — Standard the world over. 


GH ES OS 0 GS OS 2 ee es 
SEND YOUR ORDER TODAY 


GALE HALL ENGINEERING INC., DEPT. 32 BOSTON 18, MASS. 
World's Largest Producers of Tune-Up Gauges 


Please send __oetuxe —__ STANDARD Mile-O-Meters at $ 


Nome 


Address 


City —-_—__——_—____________ Zone Stote 
(J Checkenclosed []C.O.D. OD Gift Wrapped (Free) 
“THE GIFT FOR THE MAN WHO HAS EVERYTHING" 


Copyright 1. money back guarantee. 


Ty CW AS Ga ON GM DO 
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LA | | 
7, ih dass is giving the 


REG: U.S. PAT. OFF: 


wpe MILE-O-METER 


" _this Chris tmas” 


The perfect and practical gift for every and any man as well 
. with the ‘‘Mile-O- 
Meter”’ on the car’s instrument panel he'll be a proud driver. 


as for ‘‘the man who has everything" 


He'll know just how many miles per gallon he's getting at all 
“times, at every speed . . . He'll save gas and repair bills by 
getting more miles per gallon . . . He'll know just how effi- 
ciently his engine is operating . . . when it’s time for a tune-up. 
He'll think of you every time he drives his car. '"Mile-O-Meter”™ 
makes any dashboard look even better. Built with fine watch 
precision and appearance, it lasts a lifetime—quickly transfers 
to any new car he may buy. Comes complete with 24-page 
booklet of easy-to-follow instructions. This wealth of economy 
operating information brings him up-to-date... 
to drive for maximum gasoline performance . . . explains 31 
ways ‘‘Mile-O-Meter”’ 


ways car, fogardless of year or make — can be installed by 


helps tune and check his motor. Fits 


METER 


REGUS: PAT. OF Fe 


UNIVERSAL nf. 


Wy penmaneny can mo ‘ 
Ss y 


\ 
\y ia / Ld LA 
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tells him how & 


MILES. SPER 
GALLON 
AND MOTOR 

TUNE- UP GAUGE 


anyone in a few minutes. Fully guaranteed—over 1,000,000 in use. 
A fascinating gift that any man will thrill to. We will gift-wrap the 
gauge for you — enclose any card you may send with your order 
— mail to any address. ‘Your gift occasion is our business’’ — our 
motto for almost 100 years. Deluxe Model in Kifer Maroon Leather- 
ette case embossed in Gold. A Perfect Jewel Box — no charge. 
‘‘Mile-O-Meter™ ‘‘Mile-O-Meter" drivers are Safe 
Drivers — Standard the world over. 


HUGE 24 page instruction 
hook PLUS 


“MILE-O-METER” 
Mileage Calculator , 


Both included FREE 
with your order. 


SEND TODAY ! 


sent Prepaid. 


DELUXE MODEL $474.95 Ppd. 
CHROME PLATED — 3 5" in dia. 


STANDARD MODEL $9.75 de 
Fed. Tax indeded 0s Ship Prepaid t 


MAIL THIS COUPON—TODAY! a 
order from GALE HALL Rae Ree Dept. "| 


107 Northampton St. Boston 18, Mass. 
World's Largest Pradcce' of Tune-Up Gauges 


2 34" in dia. 


Please send—_ petuxe —— stanparo Mile-O-Meters at $ 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


ZONE STATE 


city 


(Check enclosed [)C.O.D. [1 Gift Wrapped (Free) 
Makes « perfect gift. MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


© 161 
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REG U.S. PAT. OFF 


“MILE-O-METER” 


ght; 
Cy 


renee. 


&.GIFT CARD SERVICE 
“CHEERFULLY GIVEN AT 
fe: NO EXTRA CHARGE” - 


A beautiful engraved card — hand signed — 

will be enclosed with your gift. A service that 

will almost make you present when they open 

“\ your gift. It adds the personal touch so neces- 
“* sary at gift time. 


bss 
fi 
tamer? 


The fascinating WATER WAVE gift wrapper There is no charge for the handsome “Jewel 
is used on every ‘‘Mile-O-Meter’’. It's three Box"’ of Maroon Kifer Leatherette that each 
color design, on heavy stock — used by Deluxe meter is packed in. Embossed in gold, 
only the best, is the touch that makes “‘Mile- it is a delight to the eye — makes the ‘‘Mile- 
O-Meter"’ a most welcome gift for all. O-Meter" the most distinctive gift of the year, 


“MILE-O-METER” IS THE MOST PRACTICAL GIFT TO GIVE. SEND 
COUPON ON OPPOSITE PAGE NOW, AND LET THE WORLD'S = 
LARGEST MANUFACTURER OF TUNE-UP GAUGES HANDLE YOUR GIFT 
: PROBLEM THE PERSONAL WAY EVERYONE IS USING. oe 


Everyone is giving the MUE-OMETER 


GALE HALL ENGINEERING .0sT0N18,Mass. : oy) Ae : uw 
WORLD'S LARGEST PRODUCERS OF TUNE-UP GAUGES: 2 B this j Christmas 


Ss 
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= Sj) i in any ee Ge YL 
AN 


CCW 


ae perfect a practical FF for every and any 
man as well as for “the man who has everything” 
. with the “Mile-O-Meter” on the car’s instrument 
panel he'll be a proud driver. He'll know just how 
many miles per gallon he’s getting at all times, at 
every speed...He'll save gas and repair bills by 
getting more miles per gallon... He'll know just 
how efficiently his engine is operating...when it’s 
time for a tune-up. He'll think of you every time 
he drives his car. “Mile-O-Meter” makes any dash- 
board look even better. Built with fine watch pre- 
cision and appearance, it lasts a lifetime — quickly 
transfers to any new car he may buy. Comes 
complete with 24-page booklet of easy-to-follow 
instructions. This wealth of economy operating in- 


A PRECISION INSTRUMENT BY CRAFTSMEN: 


3 — AD 
Ywo3 HOE 


vy 


formation PAS him MERA him how to 
drive for maximum gasoline performance .. . 
explains 31 ways “Mile-O-Meter” helps tune and 
check his motor. Fits every car, regardless of year 
or make—can be installed by anyone in a few 
minutes. Fully guaranteed —over 1,000,000 in use. 
A fascinating gift that any man will thrill to. We 
will gift-wrap the gauge for you — enclose any 
card you may send with your order—mail to any 
address. “Your gift occasion is our business’’—our 
motto for almost 100 years. Deluxe Model in 
Kifer Maroon Leatherette case embossed in Gold. 
A perfect Jewel Box—no charge. “Mile-O-Meter” 
sent Prepaid. “Mile-O-Meter” drivers are Safe 
Drivers — Standard the world over. 


SEND YOUR ORDER TODAY 


rc ee ee ee ee es es 


GALE HALL ENGINEERING INC., DEPT. 32 BOSTON 18, mass. ff 


LASTS A LIFETIME eee GUARANTEED ACCURATE. World's Largest Producers of Tune-Up Gauges | 
THE MODERN WAY T0 DRIVE. - NO CAR oe Please send —oe.uxe_stanparo Mile-O-Meters at $ 
|: Nome 
f)) COMPLETE WITHOUT THE MILE-0-METER ie 
j DELUXE CHROME MODEL 3% Dia. $14.95 Pod. f 
STANDARD MODEL 2% Dia $9. 75 Ppd. Fed. Tax Inc. Safe RETR RR mate eee i 
b * H eck enclose .O.D. i rappe ree 
HUGE hy page book ond Mileage Calculator included ae ea TET TOTT 
= on om om = oe es oe ian moet 
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“Give the 'Mile-O-Meter' this Christmas and every 
gift occasion during the year. It is the gift that 
keeps giving, and its matchless beauty will enhance 
the dash-board of any car. My ‘Mile-O-Meter' is my 
constant companion, when I drive. It shows me how 
to save up to 30% on gasoline bills, and instantly 


tells me when I need service." 


‘NG 
wus emi POSTON 15, MASS. 
a 13574. Can. PAT are 


_ GALE H LL ENGINEERING _ soston 18, mass. 
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by L. Maynard 


Colorado Springs, Colorado—The Pikes 
Peak Sports Car Club conducted a “tops 
up” rally, thru a blinding snowstorm, on Sun- 
day, Oct. 21, 1951. The largest turnout of 
sports cars ever assembled for actual compe- 
tition in the Rocky Mountain area: gathered 
in spite of the weather. 

Twenty-one cars entered the run, including 
four XK-120s, one Lea Francis, one Merce- 
des-Benz, one Jaguar Mk V sedan, and twelve 
MGs. A total of 60 people were at the finish 
line . . . at Crystola Inn, on Ute Pass above 
Colorado Springs . . . contenders, checkers, 
and members of the clubs who were just 
there for the social activity. A steak dinner 
was served and trophies presented by Presi- 
dent Art Maynard of the Pikes Peak Sports 
Car Club. The first place trophy was donated 
by Gabe Broch, owner of Crystola Inn, while 
2nd and 3rd place cups were given by the 
Colorado Springs Club. After the dinner, 
there was dancing, 

The original conception of the run was a 
get-together for the four-months old Pikes 
Peak Sports Car Club and the newly formed 
Denver Sports Car Club. The route was set- 
up, and the time figured, for anticipated 
warm, sunny Colorado weather, but Sunday 
dawned as a stormy, snowy day. The race 
committee almost gave up, thinking that no 
one would show up in such weather, but 
after noon, MGs and Jaguars started to ap- 
pear on the snow-covered Denver highway 
at Johnson’s Corner (Salida). Drivers and 
navigators were attired in Arctic clothing 
and prepared for the worst. With organizer 
Bill Hooper starting the cars 2 minutes 
apart, the run began at 1:30. The three 
check points (Woodbine Lodge, Roundup 
Ranch, and Snow Water Springs Lodge) 
were contained in a bit of verse on the map 
. .. At each stop the driver and navigator 
partook of refreshments, and added to the 
confusion by trying to guess just how much 
time the race committee had allowed for 
each stop. Needless to say, the cars got 
stacked up, going thru 5 inches of newly 
fallen snow that covered the winding and 
precipitous mountain roads (all above 6,000 
feet) covered by the tour. Hunters were on 
the road that day, nearly all of them being 
stuck in the snow. Two of the contestants 
turned back for lack of traction due to 
smooth tires, a Lea Francis from Denver 
and a diesel Mercedes-Benz from Colorado 


Springs. 
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Cold Confusion 


The melting ice and snow made for very in- 
teresting driving in the Pikes Peak Sports Car 
Club rally. Here an MG descends mountain. 


The snowstorm continued thruout the run, 
which lay over gravel mountain roads from 
Salida, Colorado, thru Jarr Canyon, over 
the pass to Deckers, and to Westcreek on the 
South Platte River. Thence over a paved, 
but snowy, highway to Woodland Park, and 
over the old highway to Crystola Inn... . 
the finish line. By the time the last car was 
in, it was dark, cold, and 5:31 pm. 


It was a very successful event for all who 
competed, having offered an extra challenge 
to the competitors. The limit time of the 58 
mile run had to be increased from the orig- 
inal time of 1 hr., 22 min., and 27 sec. to 
3 hrs., 20 mins., and 2 sec. 


Ist .. Derrold Kellogg MG 6 points loss. 
2nd..Preston Marble XK-120 13 points loss 
3rd.. Dick White MG 28 points loss. 
4th .. Bill Barker MG 31 points loss. 
5th .. John Johantgon XK-120 36 points loss. 


Note: Kellogg is a member of the Pikes 
Peak Sports Car Club... . places 2 thru 5 
were won by Denver Sports Car Club mem- 
bers, 


@ REBUILDING 
e@ ACCESSORIES 
@ LUBRICATION 


@ SPECIAL TUNING 


COMPETITION MOTORS 


11515 Ventura Blvd., North Hollywood, Cal. 


Power Plus for All Cars... 


Get amazing speed and 
acceleration this fast, in- 


expensive way! Aluminum 
“Equi-Flow’’ manifold 
mounts carbs flush. Steps 
up efficiency — eliminates 


fade outs! Easy installation 
on any 6 or 8 


$ 95 
cylinder car.......... 12 
(Throttle Kit $2.) 


Hi-Speed V-8 
Carburetors .......... .. $12.50 
§-P-E-C-|-A-L-§ | Customizing 
it 


@ ALMQUIST V8 Rac- 

ing Manifolds $38.75 
® Hot Rod Cams....$30 
@ Adjustable Tappets 


for Rear Decks 


(Save $5) ...... $11.95 
@ Hollywood 
Mufflers ........ $5.95 
@ Water Injectors $6.95 
@ Hi Compression 
© ve ie Seer 8 Easily smooth off trunk 
‘ 9 lid —- Open rear deck 
Kits... $2.25 | from inside of car! 
Custom Accessories Remote Control 
Galore! Kitteseice $1.98 


BIG CATALOG! 


, NEW! Covers everything in Racing, Hot Rod & 
Custom Equip. for all cars=at LOWEST PRICES! 


PLUS FREE “'H: P. Calculator” 
All Three only 25¢ 


* FREE 


ee) 
& 
a Sent free with éur 


new 25c catalog! 


6 Shows Speed Tun- 
ing, Hot Rod Specs, 
% Souping, Plans, etc. 


Order by Mail or Visit our Showrooms 


ALMQUIST Engineering & Mfg. 


(Dealers wanted) Milford 42R, Pa. 


The Perfect Gift for 
Everyone On Your List! 


ANTIQUE 
AUTO. SETS 


Only $1.95 to $3.95 


4911 Maxwell—$2.50 


Receapture the days of the early auto 
mobiles forever in these exciting rep 
licas in miniature — each measuring 
from 6” to 10/2” in length when com- 
pleted. Historical, educational, au- 
thentic—so faithful in detail they are 
on display in 9 museums. Easy to 
build because they come completely 
pre-fabricated. with all ready-shaped 
parts, including cast wheels, lights, 
radiator, horn, ete. Easy to follow in- 
structions included. Nationally 
known; satisfaction guaranteed. As 
toy, hobby and department stores. 
Check “OLD TIMERS” You Want to Give: 
(1911 Maxwell $2.50 (1911 Buick 
© 1904 Olds. ..... $1.9$ “Bug” ....... $2.50 
(1910 T Ford ... $2.50 Sierra =e 
tanle’ ranklin 2 
= / plsacane $2.95 01906 Columbia 
(91909 T Ford .. $2.95 Blectiic ... . $2.50 
(1910 Internat. 
(C1903 Rambler $2.50 Harvester $2.95 
(01913 Mercer (01900 Packard $2.50 
Raceabout $3.98 F) 1903 Cadillac $2.50 


(1908 “old 16” 1914 Stutz 
1914 Stuts Bearcat —33.95 Lecsmabl $15 og pesca SSE 


Wrnie to us—Add 2S¢ for postage and handling. No. C. O. D.’s please. 


hudson miniatures QUid FEMERS 


“Originators of Antique Autos.in Miniature” 
SCRANTON HOBBY CENTER, Dept. 38, Scranton 10, Pu. 


CLUB ACTIVITIES 


SPORTS CAR CLUB OF AMERICA 
S.C.C.A. can pat itself on the back this 


Christmas season . . . for its wonderful year. 
Watkins Glen, Elkhart, Pebble Beach, Reno 
(to name a few) ; hill climbs, rallies and ete. 


Coming up is Palm Beach Shores Road 
Race, sponsored by the club working hand- 
in-hand with Kiwanis International—for the 
benefit of underprivileged children. 

Fiye races in all will be run. One will be 
for Formula III cars—the 500s. And take it 
from your club editor, this ‘poor man’s Grand 
Prix’ class is going to boom overnight. 

Second race at Palm Beach will be for 
over 1500 ce cars, with Florida Region cars 
‘getting first choice. However, there will pro- 
bably be additional starting places for out- 
of-region entrants, so don’t fail to send in 
your entry blank, if you want to run. Six of 
the new Siatas, an Offy-MG, and the Lester 
MG will be among the entrants. 


The Kiwanis Trophy will be for catalog 
machines strictly stock, with one exception: 
windshields must be removed’ and racing 
windscreens may he substituted. 


Max Hoffman of New York has established 
the Hoffman Trophy to be awarded in a 1- 
hour race for Jaguar XK-120s. 


Two Ferrari, a Monza Alfa, several Cad- 
Allards, and other hot equipment has been 
enrolled for the above 1500 cc class race. 


Don’t forget the date of this second 
annual running, December 8th and 9th, 1951. 


The Club is about to nominate members 
for’election and D. Cameron Peck has sent 
out a card—at his own expense—stating em- 
phatically that he will not run again. The 
club will miss his steady hand at the helm. 


The Southern California Region of the 
S.C.C.A. has announced 16 December as the 


new date for its previously postponed Sand- 
berg Hill Climb. 


MG CAR CLUB 


Big item coming up now is the Mount 
Penn Hill Climb (Reading, Pennsylvania), 
tho by the time you read this it will be 
history. But better late than never and it’s 
important enough to announce that a ladies 
class will be run. The gals all over the 
country are champing at the bit . . . eager 
to drive in some of the milder events... 
now they have their chance. 


500 CLUB 


Speaking of 500 cc cars, the newly formed 
500 Club (Burbank, Calif) is well on its 
way. At a recent meeting the following rules 
were approved by the members: 


500 CAR REGULATIONS 


I. ENGINE 
A. Displacement 
1. 750 ce (45 cu in.) ‘“L” head type motor- 
cycle engine or single overhead cam Cros 
ley permitted, 

*2. 500 ce (80.5 cu in.) Any type combustion 
chamber and valve actuating mechanism. 
Unsupercharged. __ 

8. 350 ce (21 cu in.) Same as No. 2 except 
that supercharging is permitted. 

B. Two-cycle engines permitted. 

C. 5% overbore permitted for rebuilding. 


D. No restrictions on kind or amount of 
tuning. 
II, FUEL 


*A, No restrictions on kind. 
*B. No restrictions on capacity. 
Ill. WEIGHT—*No restrictions. 
IV. DIMENSIONS—*No restrictions, 
V. CONSTRUCTION 
*A. Vehicle must have four wheels. Vehicle 
must have roll-over structure. At least 
shoulder height. 
B. Floor boards must be fitted in driver’s 
compartment (belly pan may be consider- 
ed as floorboard). 


50 


must be fitted between driver 
no un- 


*C,. Firewall 
and engine compartment 
necessary holes. 

D. All moving parts in driver’s compartment 
must be covered. Chains passing thru 
driver’s compartment must be covered with 
16 ga. steel or equivilant, adequately 
attached. 

E. Braking effort must be applied to all four 
wheels. This still permits use of a single 
brake on a solid axle or locked differ- 
ential. 

F. Shock absorbers must be fitted to all four 
wheels. 

G. Safety belts must be firmly attached to 
frame structure. 

H. Exhausts must be free and extend beyond 
rear axle, and shall not extend down nor 
in such a manner as to interfere with 
other drivers. 

I. One or more seats optional. 

J. Reverse gear optional. 

K. Safety inspection and contest board ap- 
proval mandatory before each meet or 
race, 

L. Non-metallic safety helmets 
when on the course. 

M. Bodies optional provided all other regula- 
tions are adhered to. 


(* Indicates F.I.A. regulations) 


mandatory 


A couple of statements might be made at 
this point concerning the rules. The reason 
750_cce engines are allowed to run (for the 
start, at least) is that everyone can’t go out 
and buy a double overhead cam engine to 
play around with. The way it stands, Harleys, 
Indians and the like, are acceptable and no 
one will have much trouble buying these. 

There are few restrictions on body dimen- 
sions. and weight. Amateurs will want a 
chance to run cars in the experimental stage 
before they go all out on a _ permanent 
model. 

In order to assure those who are now 
building cars, and to stabilize regulations, 
these accepted restrictions are to stand until 
January 1, 1953. Meetings are to be held on 
the Ist Wednesday of each month and 
annual dues are ten dollars. Write c/o 500 
Club, 2708 Magnolia Blvd., Burbank, Calif- 
ornia or phone CH..0-8696. 


FOUR CYLINDER CLUB OF AMERICA 


Following up their successful gymkhana 
at Apple Valley, the F.C.C.A. plans for 
November 18th “El Gran Terismo Para 
Laguna”—to be run thru Corona, Elsinore, 
San Juan Capistrano and Laguna. Cooper 
and Peron, who designed the run, are trying 
to combat one of a rally’s main faults. And 
if you’ve been a participant you know. After 
the main destination is reached, everybody 
stands around for a few minutes and then 
goes home . . . drivers and navigators feel 
that they have had fun, but there is some- 
thing lacking. 

This time the rally ends at a beautiful inn 
where there will be lunch, tennis, heated 
swimming pool, etc. available. 

Santa Barbara branch is to be congratu- 
lated for its good work in running off a night 
rally. No reason why more clubs can’t take 
advantage of the dark hours to have fun. - 

Speaking of the F.C.C.A. . . . a belated 
nod of admiration to George Montrose 
(whom I hate because his MG beat the club 


editor’s on the way to Pebble Beach) for his. 


economy run last month, George (how; 
nobody knows) engineered the deal almost 
single handed . . . and this included detailed 
planning and organizing of one of the years 
most successfully run events. The General 
Petroleum Company (Mobiloil-gas) assisted 
the run to the extent of sending out many 
trained observers and helpers. Winner of the 
run was an MG TD, much to the Austin own- 
ers’ surprise. Maybe the latter were over- 
confident? And the gas mileage .. . 34 mpg 
thru mountains as high as 6000 feet! On 
Mobilgas, of course! 


CALIFORNIA SPORTS CAR CLUB 


The most active Southern California rac- 
ing club has another up their sleeves... 
Apple Valley, December 9th. This lovely 
desert spot is located only two hours from 
Los Angeles (5 miles past Victorville). 

To be held rain or shine, the five-race pro- 
gram will be run over a very fast 3.1 mile 
course of both fast and slow corners and 


long, long straights. 

1st event (5 laps) stock prod. cars up to 1500 ce 
2nd event (5 laps) stock prod. ears up to 4000 ec 
3rd event (5 laps) ladies race, cars up to 1500 cc 
4th event (100 miles) modified cars under 1500 ce 
5th event (150 miles) modified cars over 1500 ce 
Entry fees (including insurance)...........--..- $15.00 
The last two races to be run concurrently. 


We can’t give details, but there may be 
a terrific surprise in store. 


HENRY J CLUB 
Still the only club for American cars, the 


pioneer, charter branch of the Henry J~ 


Club will hold its first rally in conjunction — 


with the Apple Valley (California) Road 


Races, December 9th. A goodly stream of — 


letters has been coming in from J owners in 
various parts of the country. The Glendale 
branch is already well on its way to being 
organized, tho no officers have yet been 
elected. What you Henry J fanciers will have 
to do is form your own branch if you are 
not in striking distance of Glendale. 


LONG BEACH MG RALLY 


32 MGs, 2 Rileys, and a Crosley lined up on 
a bright Sunday morning for a medium-length 
rally of the Long Beach (California) MG Club, 
The object: accurate driving between surprise 
check points; given various required’ average 
speeds and route directions. No mileage infor- 
mation was provided. 

This proves to be a busy pastime for both 
navigator (wife and/or friend) and driver... 
the latter checking speedo and odometer con- 
stantly, while locking for obscure street names 
. .. road signs . .. avoiding other vehicles. 

The event got off . . . smooth. Our TD was 
ninth , . . a blue TC sidled nonchalantly along- 
side with a neatly mounted Kodak timer and 
two stop watches on the facia. The occupants 
were busy consulting charts, synchronizing 
time pieces. My equipment? One 15-year-old 
Waltham. We were handed a card. ‘‘Average 
speed: 29.2 mph.’”’ The starter announeed, “Car 
5-A move out’! We were off! 

The Planning Committee had done its work 
well . . . tho I knew we were exactly on 
schedule, I could tell by the confident look of 
other crews (in cars traveling faster) they knew 
they were exactly on schedule. 


Suddenly I observed MGs coming at me from — 


the wrong direction! I barked orders for a 
quick check-up. The navigator vowed we were 
‘on course’ and ‘on time’. I began to fell sorry 
for the unfortunate lost MGs when I realized 
this, too, was probably the work of the Com- 
mittee. 

Left turn at Robinson’s mailbox ... a right 
turn... then, unexpectedly, a check point... 
at exactly 9:52. 

At a new speed of 27.1 mph, 20 turns and 
67.38 minutes later, in Pomona, we were in- 
structed to take exactly 80 minutes for lunch 

. other ears now rapidly filling the parking 


area. Obviously, no two MGs are alike within a. 


week after leaving the showroom fleor. The 
older and more beautiful TCs had the appear- 
ance of being worn by their owners, with the 
Same reverence as a favorite pipe and slippers. 

78.6 minutes, 15 turns, and a half a scratch 
pad later, in Angeles National Forest, we were 
instrueted to depart in exactly 10 minutes on 
the final leg of the run. 82 minutes over a 
wonderful highway to Camp Baldy brought us 
to the final check point . . . Camp Baldy. My 
navigator said we were 45 seconds ahead of 
schedule. This was exactly right. 

The Committee worked out the winners . .-. 
members enjoyed the swimming pool . .. an 
immense barbecue pit produced the tantalizing 
aroma of barbecued spareribs and baked beans. 
‘When the bones were piled high, the Committee 
made a triumphal entrane. A handsome trophy 
was awarded the beaming victor Chet Lancoster 
(Hermosa Beach, MG TD Mk II), who had a 
total error of only four minutes for the whole 
run. Trophies were also -awarded to Barney. 
Jackson (2nd), Bud Darling (3rd), and Woody 
Woodruff (4th).—RICHARD HAYWARD g 


ROAD.and TRACK, December, 1957 : 


_ STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, AND 
CIRCULATION REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF CONGRESS 
OF AUGUST 24, 1912, AS AMENDED BY THE ACTS OF 
MARCH 3, 1933, AND JULY 2, 1946 (Title 39, United 
States Code, Section 233) 


Of ROAD and TRACK Magazine published monthly at Glen- 
dale, California for October, 1951. 


1. The names and addresses of the publisher, editor, 
managing editor, and business managers are: 

Publisher — Oliver F. Billingsley, 540 W. Colorado 
Blvd., Glendale, Calif. 

Kditor—Oliver F. Billingsley, 540 W. Colorado Blvd., 
Glendale, Calif. 

Managing editor—Wilfred H. Brehaut, Jr., 540 W. Col- 
orado Blyd., Glendale, Calif. 

Business manager—Wilfred H. Brehaut, Jr., 540 W. 
Colorado Blyd., Glendale, Calif. 

2. The owner is: (If owned by a corporation, its name 
and address must be stated and also immediately “thereunder 
the names and addresses of stockholders owning or holding 
1 percent or more of total amount of stock. If not owned 
by a corporation, the names and addresses of the indi- 
vidual owners must be given. If owned by a partnership or 
other unincorporated firm, its name and address, as well as 
that of each individual member, must be given.) 


@ 

ENTHUSIASTS’ PUBLICATIONS, INC. (stock has not Convair c rophy Race Phetes 

yet been issued), 540 W. Colorado Blvd., Glendale, Calif. 
8. The known bondholders, mortgagees, and other secur- 


ity holders owning or holding 1 percent or more of total 
amount of bonds, mortgages, or other securities are: (If 


there are none, so state.) The photos arrived after the story (page 41) was printed; however, we felt that our readers 
None. : i would appreciate a look at two.new cars making their debut. Above, P. F. Mele’s beautiful 
4. Paragraphs 2 and 3 include, in cases where the 


Biech ota or cecurity: poldersappears@pon the books ofthe - typec2'2 Ferrari has Vignale body. Below, Dave Ash drove his special MG with light body. 
gompany as trustee or in any other fiduciary relation, the PHOTOS BY DOUGLAS MORGAN 
name of the person or corporation for whom such trustee is , ee ‘ : 
acting; also the statements in the two paragraphs show the 
affiant’s full knowledge and belief as to the circumstances 
and conditions under which stockholders and security holders 
who do not appear upon the books of the company astrustees, 
hold stock and securities in a capacity other than that of 
a bona fide owner. 

5. The average number of copies of each issue of this 
publication sold or distributed, through the mails or other- 
wise, to paid subscribers during the 12 months preceding 
the date shown above was: (This information is required 
from daily, weekly, semiweekly, and triweekly newspapers 
only.) 

Oliver F. Billingsley 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 11th day of 
October, 1951. 

Jewel E. Tuttle 

Notary Public in and for the County of Los Angeles, 


State of California (Commission expires No. 14, 1952) 
1952) 


\Grant Equipped 
. Cad-Allard Wins 


eno Road Race 


BILL POLLACK REPEATS HIS 
PEBBLE BEACH VICTORY AT 
RENO, USING GRANT DRAG FREE 
PISTON RINGS ... ENGINE BUILT 
UP AND PREPARED BY VIC EDEL- 
BROCK. 


Write for Gerry Grant’s free cata- 
log and name of nearest dealer. 


Be a winner with Grant... 


= seis 


POLLACK 241 N. WESTMORELAND AVE., LOS ANGELES 4 


ih biti PED a 


OWNER TOM CARSTENS * MRS. POLLACK *¢ BILL 
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Headquarters, 
OR 6k 


Standard on 9 out of 10 BRITISH Cars 
and Equally Adaptable to Your U.S. Car! 


7 tial part the world over in increasing the 
For many years these manufacturers’ products have played an essen ; é 
driving pleasures of owners of the ‘‘Best Cars in the World.” We are proud to represent them in the viele rt 
area, maintaining complete stocks of their products and parts, and by offering prompt service on them. Make 
us your headquarters for the following: 


SMITHS’ MOTOR ACCESSORIES, LTD. 
K-L:G Spark Plugs, Jaeger Instruments, Radiomobiles, Jacking Systems, ‘‘Petro-Flex”’ oil, fuel and air Tubing, etc, 


JOSEPH LUCAS AND COMPANY 


Lucas Batteries, Generators, Starters, Ignition Coils, Distributors, Light Bulbs, Voltage Regulators, Wipers, 
Electrical. Instruments, etc. j 


DUNLOP TIRE AND RUBBER CORP. 


Imported tires, tubes, etc., for all popular makes and modes of English cars. 


P.A. AT WATKINS GLEN 

Speaking as a non-expert, automotive-wise, 
I enjoyed the Concours de Elegance cars and 
the preparation of the race cars. Much of the 
racing itself was enjoyable. 

But, after years of experience with Public 
Address (‘‘P.A.’’) equipment, communications 
and crowd control, I feel the operation of these 
phases of the event was inexcusable and created 
widespread dissatisfaction. 

. . think of the feelings of a spectator who 
has stood or sat on the hard, hard ground most 
of the day and then doesn’t even hear who wins 
the race! He has some dirty words, too. 

I feel a crowd-contro} failure and consequent 
shortening of the races would not have occurred 
if there had been a good, strong, clear P.A. 
system . . . Also, at our morning position 
(School House corner), the race official and 
state trooper stood directly under the loudspeak- 
er while it beseeched them to keep people off 
the course. For half an hour they stood visiting 
with friends while the crowd flowed from the 
escape road onto the course, 

Columbus, Ohio David Lee 


SPORT CAR — HOT ROD WHIRLIGIG 

+ +» +» re: this hot-rod or sports-ear whirligig 
- . . Isn’t it time to face the fact that sports 
cars are passing as hot rods, and vice-versa, 
when the competition demands? 

This leaves one reader at least (me) cold on 
three counts anyway, which is something for 
one sentence. First—the gap that is recognized 
today is a narrow gap. Second—a rod is just 
as much a rod when the pieces come Whitworth 
sizes, and Third—a sports car, lacking said def- 
inition, however “easily relegated’? to the hot 
rod category when potent, still needs more than 
the best ‘“‘bridging’”’ to beat a half-miler on dirt. 


Mt. Kisco, N.Y. George Sanderson 


LE SABRE THE “THING”? 

I am willing to believe Le Sabre incorporates 
many fine engineering and mechanical ad- 
vancements, but ye gods, the looks of it. GM 
has unboxed the ‘‘thing.” 

I have been told that Le Sabre was on the 
drawing board for years. I am willing to be- 
lieve that, too. Surely everyone who walked 
thru the room must have stopped to add a line 
or two of his own. 


re 2 Indianapolis, Indiana Al Wilson 
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LLLILOVOTOOOOOIII,,. CORRESPONDENCE (Continued from page 3) 


Designed for dual carburetor manifolds; effic- 


ient, silent, sparkling chrome finish. 6% dia. x 


4 
SS | 
y 
7 % 


3% ht. Fits Ford and Mercury. Spacer ring 


adapts to most all other makes. 
NOTE: carburetors must be 614” between centers. 


$8.75 


WH 


3633 E. GAGE AVENUE, BELL, CALIFORNIA 


THE MEXICAN ROAD RACE 


The fascination of this endurance and top 
speed test of the stock family sedan, plus the 


good time we had last year, had made us plan Pla Gi nta tT 
to re-visit Mexico. 


Our protest now is that with the new rules 
the race is no longer a contest between the fleet- 


‘est production models but a hot rod contest ; ‘ ( 
proving only the skill of the special parts : 
manufacturers, and penalizing those makes for ; 

which such equipment is not available. $ 


We hope our letter will be joined by others 
asking that this wonderful event be given back 
its original significance. Viva Mexico! 
Montclair, N.J. Robert F. Perdue 


SUPER-DUPER 48 
I am a 13 year old enthusiast and reader. 


T think you will find my design and specifi- 
cations interesting. 


ACH ARNOLT 12-volt 


HEATER 


FOR YOUR 


ex 


Engine: 
8 ee Pekan es opposed heads 
ore 244”, stroke 334” T € Y 
compression ratio 14 to 1 rans orm ports 
horsepower 495 at 8,000 rpm 
twin supercharged (rootes type) 


overhead valves 2 ner eylinder Car Into a Warm Shelter 


spl. camshaft for overlap after 3,100 rpm 


Transmission: Cold Wi 
helapcods doe ward and 2 reverse on o intry Days 


Dimensions: 
wheelbase 158” 


Swetalioheight 4” Yours now...maximum heating power 
overall length 228” ; i ini i ‘o 
ground clearance %4”—634” by hydraulic lift eh AU MUM “SPace, Convenient loca 
Rochester, N.Y. Nick Wilder tion... up and out-of-the-way... 


mounted on the dash. Easy to control 


RITA‘S ALFA ; ‘ 
...3 adjustable openings... rheostat- 


I admired the photograph of Miss Hayworth’s 


Alfa Romeo, (Pg. 8 Oct. R&T) but don’t you type switch. Easy to install. An attract- 
think the hood ornament is rather large? é . +48 
Borontot Ont Canada Erne Kay ive, comfort-producing addition to YOUR 


WAX WORKS NASH MG! ORDER YOURS NOW for sure 


Why, with all the needy causes in the world delivery before the cold days ahead. 
today, did the Johnson’s Wax people give such 
an expensive gift (that $15,000 Nash Healey) 
(to Ted Williams) ? I know he’s one of the best 
ball players in baseball today, but . . . after 
all, he is being paid a considerable sum, in 


dollars, for his services. If this Wax Works Write for 
wanted especially to give an expensive car a A 
away for their little publicity stunt, why didn’t information 
they give it to some Korean War casualty? . 

n ric 
Maricopa, California Max Stone and e ees 


this newest 
Autocessories, Ltd. 
Vinyl Plastic MG Specialty 


"PORTABLE nace 
GARAGE 


Protect Your Car Finish 
in Any Weather! 


EASY TO INSTALL CONVENIENT 


Heavy gauge plastic protects against rain, 
snow, dirt, tree-drippings, etc. Will not 
mildew, crack or peel. Elastic bottom holds $ 

snug around car. Saves on car washes. Feather- 

weight, 514 Ibs. Specify car make and model. 

Order COD, enclosing $1 deposit, balance and , 
COD postage on delivery or save the postage, enclosing $15 with 
order PREPAID. Specify color wanted — clear, rose, green or 
blue. 10-day money back guarantee. 


emcees OLLIE AUTO TOP 
bi Cet paragt_ rani. 6201 Famous, St Louis 10, Mo 
ept. RT- 


AUTOCESSORIES LTD DIVISION OF ARNOLT. CORPORATION 
: ay e WARSAW INDIANA, U.S. A. 


RENOULT INSURANCE 


SPECIALISTS TO THE SPORT CAR 
OWNER - DEALER - GARAGE 
Every Form of Insurance Protection Written 


8845 Olympic Blvd., Beverly Hills 
Phone BRadshaw 2-5697 


Any Model, Tailor Made 


HEADLINERS $12 


(for Car Ceiling) J 
send sample material. Head- Prepaid or CO.0. 
liner if possible. 


Orders Shipped 
SAME DAY RECEIVED 


BRAZE, SOLDER, 


St. Louis 10, Missouri 

No experience needed Dept. RT-5112, 6201 Famous 
Follow simple instructions,§ 
weld on iron, steel, bronz 
brass, aluminum, and other 
metals. Plugs into any’ 
properly wired 110 vo 
A.C. or D.C. line. Make or 8 
save time and money doing: : : 
repair work for yourself an others. Re- 
pair men, farmers, tinsmiths, home and 
auto owners, hobbyists, etc., say FOUR- 
WAY pays for itself over and over. Order 
today or send for Free details. 


-NB 
UR-WAY WELDER COMPANY, Dept. F33-N' 
1328 So. Michigan Ave. © Chicago 16, Illinois 


ERNIE McAFEE sells... American 12 Volt Batteries 
HILLMAN MINX @ SUNBEAM A.B.C. BATTERY 


Services All Foreign Automobiles MEGRS. QUALITY BATTERIES 


U FOR FOREIGN CARS 

Standard and Special Superchargers 24 MO. GUARANTEE 
Installations 3188 IMPERIAL HWY, LYNWOOD, CALIF. 

3497 Cahuenga, Hollywood, Calif. * GL. 4621 NEWMARK 1-0652 


ROAD and TRACK, December, 1951 


SPEED WAS HIS SPUR 
(Continued from Salon) 


bowling London over; it was first applied to 
a big French Darracq, which Sir Malcolm 
bought after it had been driven to victory 
in the 1909 Vanderbilt Cup Race by Victor 
Hemery. 

Campbell knew a lot about cars from a 
practical standpoint, tho he was definitely 
not an advanced automotive technician. 
What he did have was a gift for hiring 
brains which started where his left off, such 
as designers Amherst Villiers, Reid Railton, 
and. Joseph Maina; mechanics supreme, like 
Leo Villa and Harry Leach. Between all 
these and Campbell, there existed a healthy 
respect. He, admiring and crediting public- 
ly their importance in the accomplishments, 
and they, his common sense mechanical ap- 


SALES-PARTS 


JAGUAR 
M. G. SERVICE 
HILLMAN Cars may be purchased 


‘on convenient financing 
plan if you wish; domestic cars accepted as 
trade-ins. Write, wire or phone... 


IMPORTED MOTOR CAR COMPANY 


216 & PENN ST. e HOOPESTON, ILL. 


~NEW. 1952° 
S0-CAL’ CATALOG 
It’s completely revised -énd up to the’ 
minute, and it contains in 40 dramatic A 
pages: eg | 


e Listing dnd illustrations of all the best: 
speed and power equipment. * 


Cubic displacement, charts® for all Ameri- 
can engines. Ps 


Graphic coverage of. the Belond, Exhaust 
System. °° © 7 


. . 7 o =ge 
Complete listings of Mallory ignitiogs for 
all’ cars, °° Gator ey Oe 


Complete listing of the famous Conti- 
nental Kits. is 


Special discount slip that saves youo$$$. 


This is the textbook for the ‘speed 
movement itself, with all the color and 
the: facts: a For 50c 


SO-CAL SPEED SHOP | 


1104 So. Victory Blvd., Burbank, Calif.’ 


g 
62 Os Bee 


YOUR O' 
SING MANCE AND ACCELE 


Lo cuP COURSE U 
FIRSTS IN 


L NORTH WEST GOLO 


6338 SLAUSON i ee 
ODAY JULY T RD FOR O 
DEAR EO T ONSHIP. SETTING NEW RECO! ae 
cuP OPEN CHAMP! NE THIRTY FIVE NU 


proach and ability to get the most out of 
what they had created. This is not to say 
that the boys to whom he paid a weekly 
wage regarded him with a dew-filtered and 
love-lit gaze. Far from it. There were times 
when a nice steady job in the Siberian Salt 
mines would have seemed a_ blessed sur- 
cease, For Campbell could be unpredictable 
in his lightning switches from chiselling par- 
simony to melting generosity. To Campbell’s 
memory it must be credited that they stayed 
on. In fact, Leo Villa, possibly the first rac- 
ing mechanic in the land, stuck with his 
employer to the end . . . twenty-eight years 
in all. 

Considering the vast difference in the 
speed of the first and last record-breaking 
Bluebirds, it is astonishing to learn that a 
number of main components from the 1924 
Sunbeam raced to victory on the 1935 rec- 
ord holder . . . some 150 miles and eleven 
years later. The original brake mechanism 
and drums, for example, and the steering 
king-pins and stub axles survived the test. 
Villiers who had spent two and a half years 
building the original had done well, to un- 
derstate the case, as had the score of me- 
chanics who at one time or another worked 
night and day bringing the first Sunbeam 
to completion. 

It was about this time (1925) that the 
speed record attemptors began to busy them- 
selves with the science of aerodynamics. Be- 
cause the wind tunnel tests showed that 60% 
of the frontal resistance was accounted for 
by the wheels alone, a redesigned Bluebird 
appeared after its original record had been 
broken by the old bug-a-bear Segrave. The 
car sported “spats” over both front and rear 
wheels, but it was Segrave’s subsequent 
Golden Arrow which laid claim to the first 
squashed-toad, envelope body. 

With terminal velocities mounting ever 
higher,,.the land speed records eventually 
came to be a fantastic acceleration and 


“braking test. There were no straightaways 


longer~ than Bonneville: and Daytona, and 
they weren’t long enough for the remark- 
able speeds which were developing. The lat- 
er Bluebirds, in order to double their trac- 
tion on the “getaway,” used four rear wheels 
instead of two. In order to stop, servo- 
assisted windjammer flaps, mounted behind 
the rear wheels, were manually operated in 
conjunction with conventional brakes. 

In his day Malcom Campbell owned and 
raced a bewildering array of cars: Darracq, 


“The Finest in the. Field” aS 


OFFENHAUSER 


Ady 9° 


New Catalog Available 


Send 25¢ to coyer mailing costs. 


-Offenhausery Equipment °Corp. 
5054-R .Alhambra’Ave., Las Angeles 32, Cali 
: Phone CApital 2-1330 


cont oe a NS mageS ‘ 
Give .Your Hydroplane 
the “ISKENDERIAN LIFT” 


Speed-wise enthusiasts such as Jim 
Hutchison are way out in front when 
it comes to racing hydroplanes. They 
know that the Iskenderian Mushroom 
Cam's extra valve lift and far superior 
cam action creates better engine effici- 
ency . . which means more RPM's 
and higher speeds. 

Top hydroplaners report from 300-500 
more RPM's over competitive cams. 
Equip your hydroplane with an Isken- 
derian Mushroom Cam and see the 
difference. 


COVE BC 

R SIX TWENTY 
RATION |S 
THREE FIVE 


Send only 25¢ for most complete catalogue on racing cams over published 
.-» plus a wallet-size calculator for converting R.P.M. to M.P.H. 


. EXbrook 8-1259: 


6338 SLAUSON AVE. 
CULVER CITY, CALIF. 


Gregoire, Lorraine Deitrich, Peugeot, Bugat- 
ti, Delage, Schneider, Renault, Mercedes, 
Sunbeam, Riley and others. Even his best 
friends would deny that he ever approached 
the virtuosity of Britain’s greatest road rac- 
ing stars, Dick Seaman and H. O. D. Se- 


grave, but a combination of wealth, skill and | 


leech-like tenacity has left Campbell’s name 
high in the annals of long distance classics. 
Actually, he had many wins to his credit, 
among them the first “Two Hundred “tiles” 


at Brooklands and the Trophie Nationale at | 


Boulogne, but his Jast attempts in circuit 
work betrayed his advanced years. 


brine at five miles a minute. 


At sixty, Campbell stil] liked a good dust- 
up with other drivers on the highway, but | 


it wasn’t sufficient to be cleverer than he or 
have a faster car. 
had to start in front, On daily commuting 
journeys between his Surrey place and Lon- 
don, he loved to lie in ambush and waylay a 
certain important banker who used the same 
route. On one occasion this Midas so far 
forgot himself in the heat of battle as to be- 
labor his long suffering chauffeur about the 
ears with a gold-headed cane, inflicting a 
severe case of cauliflower scalp. 


My father, who flew with Malcom Camp- | 


bell in the Kaiser war and accompanied him 
on his France record attempts in 1923 and 
°24, once remarked that if he ever “wrote a 
psychological treatise, “I should use dear old 
Malcom as chapter I on arrested develop- 
ment!” Father was a staunch admirer of the 
recordman and his dear friend. He certain- 
ly did not mean this unkindly. But he told 
many stories to illustrate how after sixty- 
three years of glory, Campbell died at the 
age of seventeen. God provide more of us 
this ability. 

Sir Malcom’s attitude toward medicine 
admirably gives us an insight into his peren- 
nial youth. Like the lad who voluntarily 
hangs by his eyebrows to raid a gull’s nest 
and then fearfully evades a date with the 
dentist, the great driver ignored the advice 
of a medic concerning the kidney ailment 
which eventually ended his life. Completely 
in character was his 1925 quest of hidden 
pirate treasure in the Cocos Islands, and his 
magpie habit of accumulating dozens of 
articles, many identical, of which possibly 
one or two might eventually be needed; 
boxes of chocolates, packages of chewing 
gum, flash lamps, typewriter accessories, to- 
bacco, pipes, radio tubes, and so on. His 
wardrobe was jammed full of expensive 
suits, yet he wore two or three of them at 
the most. Contradictory in his ways, he 
would drink a health or two at your expense 
when you met him at a bar and then sud- 
denly remember a pressing engagement else- 
where. Once in his home, however, and un- 
der his roof, you were bowled over with his 
efforts to press upon you glass after glass of 
rare vintages. 

Campbell was almost completely lacking 
in any outward signs of a sense of humor. 


One may peruse his writings and never run — 


across the slightest hint of wit. The only 
thing that seemed to amuse him was the 
antics of the American comedy team of 
Laurel and Hardy. However, he honestly felt 
they could throw a few more pies at each 
other “like good chaps.” 


In his autobiography, Malcom Campbhell 
described himself as a fatalist, but his ac 
tions, like those of virtually all dare-devils, 
revealed more than a sneaking regard for 
superstition. It may be because of this that 
he was finally laid to rest, clad in his zip- 
pered racing linen, while alongside him lay 
his Saint Christopher medallion. his favorit2 
ebony elephant, his embroidered Bluebird. 
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Age | 
seemed to mean little to him in his chosen | 
specialty, however, for he was nearly fifty- | 
one when he flashed across the Bonneville | 


To beat Sir Malcolm one | 


t 
. 


frame. 


TECHNICAL 
CORRESPONDENCE 


WILLYS SPORTS CAR 


I am thinking of installing a modified ’37 
Willys 4 in a sports car built on a ’37 Willys 
What would your opinion be on instal- 
ling a supercharger? What would be your esti- 


mate as to top speed, using 7.5 to 1 heads, head- 


ers, dual carbs, Mallory ignition, stock ’37 trans- 


mission and rear end? 


1 


- supercharging. 


7 


| 


Downey, Calif. Barry Mogi 

I assume your sports car body has approxi- 
mately 50% less frontal area than a stock se- 
dan, so your mild “hop-up” might do 85 mph. 

I doubt if the ’37 engine would stand up under 
u The later engines had aluminum 
pistons, counterweights and insert rods, so 
would be much better. The problems of adapt- 
ing a supercharger are not simple nor cheap.— 


Tech Ed. 


FORDILLAC 


I am considering building a ‘‘Fordillac.’’ Can 
you give me any information as to their con- 
struction? What model Ford is best to use? 
Would the “Cad’”’ engine work all right with 
overdrive and ‘‘Fordomatic’”’? 


Tazewell, Tennessee James N. Greever 

You can put the ohv Cadillac in practically 
any model Ford, but 1949-51 Fords are the most 
common. You cannot use the Fordomatic trans- 
Mission—no adapters are available. You can 
use the Cadillac Hydramatic. I’ve seen one in- 
stallation in a ’51 Ford. 

All you need is the McBar Adapter kit (for 
the 3-speed Ford with or without overdrive— 
any year). The engine’ must sit at 4° to 5° 
angle and after you’ve bolted the engine in 
place, via the McBar adapters, it’s easy to’ make 
up the front motor mounts. The Cadillac gen- 
erator has to be relocated higher up and the 
radiator takes a little remodelling for water 
connections. If the Hydramatic is used, you 
shorten the propellor shaft using a Cadillac 
front universal joint. The Hydramatic requires 
considerable enlargement of the floor “hump.” 

All the foregoing pertains to the late Fords. 
One of the best models of Ford to use is the 
739 or ’40. These cars ride harder and handle 
much better in many respects than the wishy- 
washy IFS models.—Tech. Ed. 


TALBOT LAGO 


28, California. 
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FOR SALE: The Car on the Cover 


. This superb Saoufchik coupe is now available for only $6500. It is 
in excellent condition, having been driven only 15,000 miles. \Orig- 
inal cost $17,500. International Motors, 5670 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 


CLASSIFIED 


Classified advertising rate: 25 cents per word. 
$5.00 minimum charge. Payments in advance. 


FOREIGN CARS FOR SALE 


CAD-ALLARD J-2 Excellent condition. Low 
mileage, new paint; fully equipped, top and 
windshield. $3500. Alan Moss, 4675 W. Pico 


Blvd., Los Angeles 19, Calif. 
Se ee ae ee 


FOREIGN CARS WANTED 


JAGUAR SS 100 38% litre, two seater. Must be 
available for inspeciion in Midwest area. John 
Stepleton, 1120 Middle Drive, Richmond, 
Indiana.. 


CARS FOR SALE 


‘51 FRAZER CONVERTIBLE SEDAN, Olds Rocket 
powered hop up. 0-50 mph 9 seconds. Snap on 
request. $4500 Bozeman. V. R. Hughes, 822 N. 
7th Ave., Bozeman, Montana. 


DUESENBERG 1932 convertible sedan Model 
J360. Best offer over $1500. W. Gerould Clark, 
Jr., Englewood, New Jersey. 


1930 STUTZ, Hibbard et Darrin, Berline Special. 
Aluminum coachwork. $395. Robert W. Cubick, 
1733 Gladstone Ave., Youngstown, Ohio. 


DEALERS WANTED 


SPEED SHOPS earn more that stock my. fast 
moving line of racing novelties. For catalog and 
prices write to Frank Smith, 17 Watson St., 
Paterson 2, N. J. 


Get txto Good Paying 


‘AUTO BODY2-/ FENDER WORK 


u/s Big demandin Auto Body and Fender 


X 
Nt work. Start training now spare time 
Ss 


at home for good pay work. Practica] 
shop experience included. U.E.I. 
Training covers metal work, weld- 
ing, painting, etc. Placement service 
—or we will show you how to start 
your own shop, Behind U. EB. I. 


ees TRAININ Gis alarge national or- 
Write for ganization founded 1927. Write to- 
facts day for FREE facts —no obligation. 


Auto-Crafts Division, UTILITIES ENGINEERING INSTITUTE 
2523 SHEFFIELD AVE., Dept .XAZ-1, CHICAGO 14, ILL. 


GRAND SPORT 


JUST OUT, 10th EDITION 
AUTO ACCESSORIES CATALOGUE 


| COLORFUL! | 


MORE THAN 50 PAGES, OVER 
1000 ITEMS. BIG CLEAR PHOTOS 


The most modern automotive catalogue 
ever presented. Sections on Speed, Power, 
Gauges, 
Chrome, and many others, from the na- 
tion's leading manufacturers. The highest 
quality merchandise at the lowest prices. 


MAGAZINE SIZE 
COLOR PAGES 
FULLY INDEXED 


Custom 


Exhaust Systems, 


SEND TODAY 


50c 


) ey VAG exten Dept. R-12 


“127 WEST WASHINGTON BLVD., LOS ANGELES 15, CALIFORNIA 


eee 
AUTOMOBILE SUPPLIES 


FIAT 1100 ENGINE and 4-speed gearbox. Alum- 
inum head, 8:1 compression ratio. Abarth dual 
carburetor manifold, Complete $400. Inter- 


national Motors, 5670 Sunset Blvd. Hollywood 
28, California. ; sth 


LIKE-NEW TRIUMPH 6T Thunderbird less than 
500 _miles. Also new removable Add-A-Top 
(similar to Victoria) for ’49; ’50 and ’51 Ford 
Convertible and 1 spare rear window for same 
(good for custom work). Will trade for good 
roadster or what have you? Please be descrip- 
ee Jack G. Paxton, P. O. Box 337, Sanger, 
alif. 


FORD NEW FACTORY REBUILT ENGINE, 60 hp, 
V-8 and 6 Cyl. Only $90 F.O.B. Edgemoor 
Motor Co., 8301 Wisconsin Ave., Bethesda 14, 
Maryland. 


AIR HORNS blast like dynamite! Bermuda Bells. 
Crash Helmets. Send postcard free new list: 
Pete McCanna. 148-H East 40th, New York 16. 
—— Se ee ee ee ee 


SPEED EQUIPMENT 


FROM SPEEDWAY TO ROADWAY! Track-proved 
Hi-Speed Heads and Manifolds for your passen- 
ger car! No _ special tools needed! Increase 
Horsepower 30%! Astounding Getaway! FREE 
Illustrated Catalog (Dealers Wanted). SPEED- 
SPORT, 4866-A Milwaukee, Chicago 30. 


SUPERCHARGERS! Direct Factory Warehouse 
Distributor for Marshall-Nordee of England. 
Amazing power, acceleration increases for 
Morris, Anglia, MG, Triumph, Vanguard, Riley 
1%, Jupiter, Javelin. FREE CATALOG. (Deal- 
ers Wanted) SPEEDSPORT, 4864-A Milwaukee, 
Chicago 30. 


REPLACE—Mufflers with ‘Ram Jet’’ exhaust 
system for power, build it yourself, blue prints, 
detailed instructions $5.00—W. D. Thompson, 
5200 Marlborough Drive, San Diego, Calif-. 


WILL SELL 1500 cc IT Supercharger and Solex 
carb., both in new condition or will trade for 
MG parts and accessories. Paul Lamartine, 
Berry Addition, Richmond, Indiana. 


ORDER DIRECT: Crash helmets, all leather 
(white) with peak $25.95 or in Plastic, rubber 
padded $2.95. Safety Belts, quick release, 2” 
wide $2.50, 38” wide $2.75, 5” wide $3.00. 
Shoulder harness $2.00. Aircraft Bucket Seats 
(aluminum), brand new, complete with cushions 
and belts F.O.B. $25. Regulation, tailor made 
Starter Flags $22. Tee Shirts, racer or stock 
design $1.00 ea., 6 for $5.00. Mazzeratti Racer 
$1.75. Thimbledrome Racer $4.95. Hot Rod Racer 
$1.25. Hot Rod Racer, pistons move up and 
down $2.95. Midget or Big Car Racer with 
motor $1.50. Illustrated catalog 25¢e—free with 
order. Roadster, trailer and race car $2.75. 
All items sent postpaid when cash accompanies 
order. Dealers write for wholesale prices on 
your letterhead. Frank Smith, 17-R Watson St., 
Paterson 2, New Jersey. 


STARTER: FLAGS—Set of 7, standard size on 
regulation flag cloth. Tailor made. Fast colors. 
Shipped prepaid $22. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Frank Smith, 17 Watson St., Paterson 2, N. J. 


SAFETY BELTS—Quick release, aircraft type 
with all necessary fittings. 2” wide—$2.50. 37 
wide—$3.00. 5% wide—$3.00. Postpaid when 
cash accompanies order. Frank Smith, 17 Wat- 
son St., Paterson 2, N. J. 


—_— eee 
BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS 


BRITISH SPORTS CAR BOOKS, Send for our 
list mentioning this advertisement. Robert 
Bentley Co., 581 Bolyston St., Boston 16, Mass. 


AUTO CATALOGS for sale. 1941 & older. Mini- 
mum $5.00. Also show numbers MOTOR (N.Y.) 
minimum $10.00; details for stamped envelope. 
Arthur7 :Twohy, 400 N. Kenmore Ave., Los 
Angeles 4, Calif. 


“STORY OF A STANLEY STEAMER” 256 pages. 
Photos. Describes restoring steamer, operating 
details, steam advantages. $3.50 postpaid. 
Murray, 301-F Ridgeway, Rochester 13, New 
York. 

ed ee ee ee ee 


PHOTOGRAPHS 


PHOTO ALBUMS — DUESENBERG Mod. J 5 
vols); ROLLS ROYCE (2 vols). Albums are 
each composed of 10 5x7 glossy prints of cus- 
tom bodies and are show pictures. No two 
alike. Price $3.50 each or 8 for $10.00* Other 
prints available. Send stamp for free Tist. 
Autobooks, Box 409-D, No. Hollywood, Calif. , 
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MORRIS 
AUSTIN 
DAIMLER 
RILEY 
BENTLEY 


ROLLS-ROYCE 


Trades and Financing Oftered 


JAGUAR @ HILLMAN MINX @ SUNBEAM TALBOT 
ROVER © HUMBER HAWK 


SALES—SERVICE—PARTS 
For All British Cars 
Dealer in “Apollo Polish G Wax" 
ED DEMPSEY 


1289 E. Baseline — Tel. 8-9170 
San Bernardino, California 


MERCEDES 3005S 
(Continued from page 16) 


representative of the harshly-sprung race- 
breed luxury car of yesteryear. With a top 
speed of 109 mph, the 300-S offers better 
performance and greater comfort than did 
the pre-war models, 

Whereas the Mercedes-Benz 540-K used a 
supercharged 5.4 litre enginé to reach a max- 
imum speed of 106 mph, the 300-S exceeds 
this speed using only a 3-litre unblown en- 
gine. A comparison of horsepower figures 
and weight also reveals progress .... The 
540-K had 180 hp and weighed 5732 pounds 
as compared to the 150 hp and 3572 pounds 
for the type 300-S. 

Basically, the 300-S has all of the virtues 
which have earned a good reputation for the 
300 type. The 2996 cc six-cylinder three car- 
buretor engine is quiet even at peak rpm. 

Block temperatures are precisely regu- 
lated thru a built-in heat exchanger, both 
oil and water being thermostatically con- 
trolled. Manual spark control, linked to a 
centrifugal governor, is provided. A. new 
type of counterweight application is found 
on the stiff, short-stroke crankshaft. 

A single overhead camshaft is driven by 
a noiseless roller chain. Tension of this 
chain is held constant by spring pressure 
and whip is controlled by an oil pressure 
brake. Steering column shift is provided for 
the 4-speed fully synchronized transmission. 
Elimination of all metallic connections be- 
tween the wheels and the rigid tubular 
x-type frame minimizes transmission of vi- 
bration and road-shock. 

The 300-S has fully-adjustable individual 
seats. Two spare tires and several large suit- 
cases may be carried in the roomy luggage 
compartment. An overall height of 5914 
inches helps to assure a low center of 
gravity. eae 


Outstanding features of the 300-S are ex- 
cellent road-holding, rapid acceleration, and 
good brakes. True to the tradition of Mer- 
cedes-Benz, the 300-S is a luxury-sport car 
in a class of its own. 

TECHNICAL DATA 

Bore and stroke.................--- 

Displacement 
Horsepower 
Rpm vat/oOhmphe sees 
Compression ratio 
Mreadeiront: »tears ee 56.7 ins.; 60 ins. 
Wheelbase 
Length overall 
Ground clearance ...............- 
Fuel capacity.... 


1952 EDITION 


It’s New! It’s Different! Get world’s 
largest Auto Accessory & Parts Cat- 
alog and save money. Over 50,000 
items, including Hollywood Acces- 
sories, Hi-Speed Equipment, Rebuilt 
Engines, all parts & accessories for 
all cars & trucks. We have that 
Hard-To-Get part! Jam packed with 
bargains. Completely illustrated. 
- (100 pages). Send 25c (refundable). 


1917-BG, Archer, Chicago 16 


Racing Fuel Formulas 


Fuel secrets, all about Methanol, Alco- 
hol, Benzol, Toluene, Ether, Xylene, 
Doping gasoline, etc., for Hot Rods, 
Motorcycles, Sport Cars, Midgets and 
Indianapolis Cars. 

Special Carburetors, Ignition systems, 
Gas savers, Water injectors, and Over- 
drive Conversions. 


Price $2.00 


WHITE & LANGNECKER 
2502 Twelfth Ave., Beaver Falls, Pa. 


PALM SPRINGS ROAD RACE 
(Continued from page 5) 

around 8th and 9th place. The car looked 
and sounded good but smoke pouring from 
the engine on the 11th lap heralded its early 
retirement with a hole burnt in a_ piston. 

Carle Conway took his Nash Healey into 
the corners a little too fast—overturning on 
the second lap, and John Cox’s little 918 
cc Morris Special started last and had a 
rough time of it all the way—being called 
in and warned to get out of the way of 
the big cars—which was nearly impossible 
considering the slowness of the Morris. Fin- 
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Above, Parkinson about to lap Manning's special. 


ally Cox finished, but with a great clank- 
ing and knocking in his engine. 

Barlow had his foot in the Simca most 
of the trip, with von Neumann in heated 
pursuit from the very start. It was a real 
battle all the way, with von Neumann near- 
ly catching Barlow a couple of times, only 
to spin, or be held up by traffic. Finally, 
on the 50th lap Barlow came around with 
a sick-sounding engine and Johnny pushed 
his MG past the Simca in a roar of victory. 
As von Neumann came down the front 
straight and shut off to go into the corner, 
the engine burped and ran out of gas— 


Below, Coppel’s neat MG special. 


what is more it refused to start, leaving 
Johnny 7th overall and Barlow (who limped 
home after several pit stops for oil) 6th. 
These two were Ist (Barlow) and 2nd (von 
Neumann) in the 45 lap 1500 cc class, 
with Randy MacDougall third in this sec- 
tion in his MG Special (nearly a twin of 
von Neumann’s). 


NOTES AND COMMENTS 
Something has got to be done about crowd 
control. Stewards did their best, but they 
must be more strict . . . nasty if necessary. 
People must be kept off the course entirely 
(even if it means removing them from the 
grounds), out of the pits (where they dis- 
tract the crews) and away from the judge’s 
and timer’s stands. An announcer should be 
on hand all thru the race to keep the spec- 
tators fully informed . . . otherwise they 
get bored, not knowing who is first, etc. 
Palm Springs was outstanding in its num- 
ber of special entries . . . shows that Amer- 
ican ingenuity is turning to sports cars. 

As in most U.S. races practice time was 
too short. In Europe, the Grand Prix drivers 
feel they need a week’s practice, so eight 
hours is not too much to ask for here. Gen- 
eral Petroleum’s sound truck was a great 
help as it drove up and down pleading that 
people stay off the course. Palm Springs 
was wonderful to its visitors . . . the wel- 
come mat was out. The Nash Healey’s flip 
was not the car’s fault—it just got into the 
corner too fast and drifted into sand. Sei- 
fried’s car could benefit by de Dion rear 
suspension — terrific out-of-corners accelera- 
tion wore out right rear tire. Lanky Joel 
Thorne, standing in middle of starting line 
all day, left no doubt in any driver’s 
mind what flag he was waving. He’s prob- 
ably seen plenty of flag bungling during his 
years in the driver’s seat, and made up his 
mind this race would be different! 
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Books For Enthusiasts 


GOOD READING NEW BOOKS 


MAINTAINING THE BREED... $3.00 


M.G. owner or admirer. (Stock low being reprinted soon) 


ETTORE iBUGAT ieee She Pa Eo $2.50 
Intimate biography of the one and only Bugatti. 
IMAGICZOE A NAME ee 50 
Inspiring story of Rolls-Royce and its founders. 

DICK SEAMAN by Prince Chula... $2.50 
Biography of one of England’s greatest drivers. 

BOOK OF RACING CARS.............................. $1.00 
A picture book, 56 photos of cars, races, drivers. 
HOWsTO’ DRAW CARS. .2 2 $1.50 
Can help improve your dream car doodles. 

MODERN MOTOR CARS... $2.00 


All types of cars; stock, sports & racing and their com- 
ponents discussed clearly and concisely. Good. 
BENTLEYS AT LE MANS 
The story of a famous racing team by a member. 
ROUND THE BEND WITH BROCKBANK....$1.75 
Motoring cartoons by a master. Uproarious. 


ROAD RACING 1936 by Prince Chula__........ $2.50 
Bira’s second season. An inside success story. 
RACING VOITURETTES .............0000 eee. $5.00 


A historical volume of 373 pages giving information hith- 
erto unpublished on the early ‘‘greats’’ in racing and de- 
sign. Renault, Bugatti, Delage, Darracg, Peugeot, etc., are 
all here. 
A RACING MOTORIST by S. C. H. Davis....$2.50 
For sheer enjoyment of the racing scene few books can 
equal this excellent interesting, volume. 
FULL THROTTLE by “Tim” Birkin .............. $2.50 
A fast enjoyable book by a fast courageous driver. 
BRITISH SPORTS CARS by Gregor Grant_...$2.50 
Details and photos of all British Sports Cars from 1900 
to date. A revised edition. Good reference. 
CONTNENTAL SPORTS CARS 

Bye Wisk BOG y ese es areer ea cc sc oeeee cas. ccevscnseseabs $3.00 
Companion volume to the above by an expert. Gives many 
photos, details and data. Fine coverage. 


TECHNICAL BOOKS 


THE HIGH-SPEED INTERNAL 

COMBUSTION ENGINE by Ricardo.......... $8.50 
This book is considered the design Bible on the subject. 
INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINEERING ..$6.50 
Discusses gas & oil engines of all kinds. An account of 
present day practice, lavishly illustrated with diagrams & 
typical engines. 
ELEMENTARY THEORY OF THE 

INTERNAL COMBUSTION ENGINE..........51.50 
Elementary but thoro. An introduction to the principles 
with formulae & design data. 
MODERN AUTO DESIGN by L. Pomeroy...... $2.50 
A survey of contemporary design. Chapter headings: Terms 
of Reference; Classic Evolution; Braking systems & Axles; 
1.F.S. & Frame Design; Steering & Control; Body Shape 
& Structure; Power Unit & Gear Box; Away From the 
Main Path; Transatlantic Theme & Looking Forward. An 
excellent book. 


SCALE MODEL KITS 


Imported kits containing all the components necessary to 
produce finished models like that shown above. Accurate 
1/32 scale drawings plus the furnished wooden block plus 
hours of interesting work will result in a true replica of 
whichever car you choose. Finished models are 4 to 5% 
inches long according to type. They may also be powered 
with an electric motorizing kit to provide additional realism. 


#1 1938 MERCEDES-BENZ......... 
#2 3.3 Litre BUGATTI......... = 
#3 11% Litre ALTA...... Jae 
H4 “E-type” E.R.A._........-.--..------ 
#1/S AERODYNAMIC H.R.G...... 
#2/S “A6.GCS” MASERATI. 
Electric Motorizing Kit-.........-....-.....-....-------- $3.50 
(DEALERS INQUIRIES INVITED) 


BOOKS FOR MODELLERS 


MINIATURE CAR.CONSTRUCTION.............. $2.00 
Short cuts and details of model construction. 
RACING CARS IN MINIATURE................. $2.00 


Model construction in detail for beginner or expert. 


MAIL BOX 409R 


ORDERS 


NO. HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 


DUESENBERG—America’s Mightiest Car... $5.00 
For the first time in print here is a book that gives the 
complete story of the Model J. 814”x11” in size it has 
168 pages and over 240 illustrations. 

SPLIT SECONDS by Raymond Mays............ $5.00 
A great driver tells the story of his racing career interest- 
ingly, accurately and informatively. 

UNDERSM YS BONN Ee eee $3.75 
The author writes a witty engrossing story of 40 years of 
motoring. His experiences will entertain both old and not 
so old enthusiasts. 

MAGIC MPH by Goldie Gardner.................. $4.50 
Another book of M.G. speed exploits by the man best able 
to describe them from first hand experience. 

WORLD LAND SPEED RECORD.................... $2.50 
Complete chronicle of man’s attempt to be the fastest on 
earth. A reference work that is invaluable. 
MONTEZSGCAREOURALLY282 2 ee $2.00 
“The Rally’? told in splendid fashion by one of the con- 
testants. Has a lot of instructive information. 

“The Motor’ ROAD TESTS 1951.................. $1.50 
Just off the press this volume has under one cover all the 
Road Tests conducted by the British MOTOR magazine. 
American, German, British, French, Italian, and other 
automobiles are given unbiased, accurate, easily compared 
tests. We do not have many of these. (There are some 


copies of the 1950 Road Tests left at $1.00 each. These 
will not last long!) 

CONTROLLING A RACING CAR TEAM ._____.. $4.00 
A book on the art of organized control during a race. Ev- 
ery race enthusiast should read this whether a member of 
the pit crew or a spectator. 


AVERAGE 
SPEED 
CALCULATOR 


$300 


Average Speed Time or Distance read directly on face of 
51%” diameter celluloid scale. Indispensible for Rallys or 
Reliability Runs. Also handy on trips. 


FORTHCOMING BOOKS 


Orders may be placed for these books without deposit. 
Prices & delivery dates are approximate but notice of 


arrival will be sent as soon as we receive the books 
from the publisher. 


RALLIES & TRIALS by S. C. H. Davis_....... $4.00 
Any book by ‘‘Sammy’’ Davis is an event & his knowledge 
of this subject should prove informative, instructive & in- 
teresting. Dec. ’51. 
AUTOMOBILE CHASSIS DESIGN 

bye Dean=Averns aot cn cs oe eesenasetcoeece $4.00 
Now being reprinted this work is used as a text in vari- 
ous English schools. Summer 1952. 
VETERAN CARS by Kent Karslake.............. $5.00 
A series of ‘‘Retrospective Road Tests’’ of vehicles of every 
size & date from the 1890’s to the outbreak of World 
War |. Mid 1952. 
RAYMOND SOMMER DIARIES.................---.- $3.00 
Intimate behind-the-scenes account of the racing life of the 
late Raymond Sommer. De-luxe edition $5.00. mer 

(0) 


toring, world car statistics, road test summaries, and over- 
all racing picture is rapidly becoming a must for all en- 
thusiasts. Supplies will be limited & orders will be filled 
in the rotation they are received. Spring ’52. (We are out 
of the 1951 edition but have 1950’s left at $3.00.) 
THE SPORTS CAR by Thornley................-... $2.50 
A book on the Preparation & Improvement of the Sports 
Car by the author of MAINTAINING THE BREED. This 
book has been beset with difficulties & will be published 
in 1952 in a limited quantity. Get your orders in now! 
M.G. INSTRUCTION MANUAL..__._000 022200... $3.00 
This may not be the final title of the book but it is to 
contain the Instruction Manuals for every type of M.G. 
ever made to & including the TD Mark 2 as well as the 
out of print TUNING MANUAL. Authorized by Nuffield. 
RACING THRUOUT THE WORLD 

Dye) Sar ca ri ee ae ee cee ne ee ----$4.50 
Count Johnny Lurani takes his readers with him in an en- 
grossing round of the racing circuits of Europe. 
THE THEORY & PRACTICE OF AUTOMOBILE 

DESIGN edited by Laurence Pomeroy....$12.50 
The first new volume in many years to deal with this 
subject. It is written as a standard reference work for 
students & engineers. Undoubtedly the selection of recog- 
nized specialists who will deal in detail with various parts 
of the chassis will enhance the authenticity of this book. 
It will not be published until late 1952, but our waiting 
list is already long. 


AUTOBOOKS 


AUTOPIX 
DUESENBERG ALBUMS—A series of 5 albums each 


containing ten 5x7 glossy prints of Model J Duesenbergs 
in show condition. Price $3.50 each. 


ROLLS ROYCE ALBUMS—Vol. 1 & Vol. 2 now 
ready. Each has ten 5x7 glossy prints of Rolls bodies. 
Ghost, Phantom |, Il, & III incl. Price $3.50 each. 
POST CARDS—6 Grand Prix cars incl. Alta, E.R.A., 
Alfa-Romeo, B.R.M., Talbot-Lago & B.R.M. 50c¢ set, 
THE ENDLESS QUEST FOR SPEED—Two portfolios 
each consisting of 12 beautiful 3-color plates depicting 
outstanding historical speed events. Series | covers 1899- 
1912; series 11 1913-1927. These make very fine decor- 
ative gifts. Price $1.50 each. 


GRAND PRIX BOOKS 


THE GRAND PRIX CAR by Pomeroy........ $20.00 
This book has no peer in the realm of Grand Prix racing 
literature. It is a designers’, students’, builders’ & en- 
thusiasts’ reference guide. 17 Grand Prix cars are dis- 
cussed in technical detail with schematic double page draw- 
ings of each car. A section is devoted to the history & de- 
velopment of the ‘‘types.’’ The concluding section contains 
an analyical discussion that is unparalleled. THERE IS 
A LIMITED NUMBER OF THIS EDITION LEFT—THE 
NEXT EDITION WILL BE PRICED AT $27.50!! 
GRAND PRIX FACTS & FIGURES... $8.50 
By George Monkhouse this book is the only reference work 
that contains complete results from 1894 to 1949. As a 
detailed chronicle of G.P. history the volume has no equal. 
It is illustrated with over 200 superb photographs. 
GRANDIPRIXG 1934-1939 tee ee dl 
A well illustrfated book that discusses this hectic period 
in an intensely interesting manner Chapters on ‘‘The G.P. 
Circuits,’ “‘The Art of G.P. Driving,’ are but a few of 
those included. 

RACING WITH MERCEDES-BENZ... $4.50 
The only book published on the Mercedes-Benz Grand Prix 
team during its reign of supremacy. Intimate ‘‘behind-the- 
scenes’ account of a truly great racing group & their cars. 
A RECORD OF MOTOR RACING... $10.00 
As an adjunct to THE GRAND PRIX CAR this book en- 
ables the enthusiast to complete the picture of Grand Prix 
Racing from its inception to 1939. The period covered 
here is from 1894 to 1908. Tho not a technical treatise, 
the subject is covered in a manner interesting. informative 
and accurate. 


300 cc RACING BOOKS 


500cc RACING by Gregor Grant... $2.50 
For the amateur builder-driver. Discusses history of 500’s; 
technical aspects of construction, data on successful home- 
built cars, power plants, etc. * 

FORMULA 3—A Record of 500cc Racing ...$3.75 
Complete account of all 500cc races since 1947 


SPECIALS by John Bolster... $2.50 
76 Home-built competition cars; photos & details. 
SPEED FROM YOUR MOTORCYCLE... $1 
Basic tune-up data on any motorcycle engine. 
1OTA—Half-Litre Club Magazine... $3.50 yr. 


A monthly devoted to 500cc events, news, building & op- 
eration, design, etc., of 500cc cars. Essential. 


MAGAZINES 


BRITISH 


THE MOTOR, wkly, (general), sample 60c....$10.00 yr. 

AUTOCAR, wkly, (general), sample 60c $10.00 yr. 

AUTOSPORT, wkly, (competition only) -...-..... $12.50 yr. 
(sample copy 50c) 

AUTOMOBILE ENGINEER, mo., smpl. $1.25....$8.00 yr. 

LIGHT CAR, mo., sample copy 35c--..........--..-- $2.50 yr. 

MOTOR SPORT, mo., (competition only) -...-..... $4.50 yr. 
(sample copy 50c) 


1OTA, mo., 500 magazine (sample 40c)-....-..... $3.50 yr. 
ITALIAN 

INTER AUTO, mo., (gen’l), sample $1.25....$10.00 yr. 

MOTOR ITALIA, quarterly, (general) -......... -$11.00 yr. 


AUTO ITALIANA, semi-monthly, 

(sample copy 75c) 
AUTOCOURSE—a new quarterly published in England 
devoted to racing with complete charts, times, positions, 
etc., of all major races. Will have technical articles, draw- 
ings, photos of interesting cars in future issues. SPECIAL 
INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTION $5.00 (First 4 is- 
sues). Single copy $2.00. 


(racing) -...-- $12.50 yr. 


COMPLETE LIST OF BOOK TITLES FREE 


2708 MAGNOLIA BLVD 
BURBANK, CALIF 


STOP THAT OIL EATER! 


dv Reduce Oil Consumption ¥f Restore Engine Power 
dv Restore Compression dv Stop Piston Slap 


SAVE GAS 


WITH A 
FUEL PRESSURE 
REGULATOR 


End Forever: 
vf Carburetor Flooding vf Motor Stalling 


Holt’s Piston Seal is one of the finest auto- 
motive discoveries imported from ‘“Tommy- 
land” in twenty years. Years of scjentific 
research and experimentation have proven 
this product the best possible “first aid” 
treatment for worn mills. By simply remov- 
ing spark plugs and squeezing tube contents 


J Fuel Waste v¥ Power Loss into, plug holes, a _self-expanding, pliable 
rict Wola! lubricating seal is formed around pistons. maken 
due to fue pump pulse This seal restores compression and puts zip excesslue 


. : . * “ ace 
back into your engine. yee 


There’s no better investment than Holt’s pistons and 


For REAL gas economy and top flight, 
high speed performance, try this amazing 


Regulator on your own car. Many users ‘ ‘ we k pie ee a ye ‘ 
claim up to 25% gas savings and that it Before After Piston Seal... it pays you dividends in oil [| egtender watts 
pays for itself by eliminating carburetor savings and needless engine repair. It is 


Ln aaa SI Ae Sek AC EAS ue eas Onl $5. 95 euaranteed harmless to any internal combus- 
aste cause , 1 pump pulsation anc . : re 5 
PEERES. CRUSE Oe Paes Pum D We Uae y e tion engine. Will last 10,000 miles . . . more 


“surge,” and the lost power and annoy- 


ance of “motor cut-out’? due to sudden Satta hi than a year of ordinary driving. Comes com- 
: ; Gana postpaic ) § / 

phe Fars deeb .Gasing. acnclene ee Se perd (or send $1.00, plete with rubber hose extension for applica- 

SR nana ; an Balencen ChOnDy) tion. Full treatment for one engine only $5.95 


WORLD'S GREATEST SPEED & POWER BOOK OFFER 


Does it make you boil to be pruned by another rod when the lights turn green? Would you like 
more power’? Speed? Economy? This great new book takes you to the Speed Shops of Southern 
California where the fast ones are being built. LEARN HOW SOME CAR OWNERS ACTUALLY 
GET 150 MILES PER GALLON ON REGULAR GASOLINE. Hundreds of photographs and dia- 
grams show you exactly how the experts build powerful cars. INCLUDES complete information on 
how to Re-Style your own automobile. BIG 128 page “SPEED AND POWER HANDBOOK” PLUS . 

{4 page “ECONOMY DRIVING MANUAL,” PLUS BIG “SPEED EQUIPMENT CATALOG,” PLUS ALL 4 
FAMOUS ‘150 MILES PER GALLON BOOK,” 


$1.98 


postpaid 


ANOTHER OCTA-GANE GIVES PREMIUM PERFOR- 
NEWHOUSE MANCE WITH REGULAR GAS 


co FIRST! When your engine starts to knock, ping and 
Fr < - “” ” rattle because of present lower octane gaso- 
= ere New line, DO NOT set back the timing or retard 

j Crosley Headers the spark. Why be satisfied with a SLUGGISH 

yee " motor? Thousands of i i 

The smooth, even curves of these new headers eliminate back pressure and aid OCTA-GANE uSQ! Wwatee: belictlan rivatben ‘ 
scavenging. They not only give greater speed and power, but reduce engine heat “top flight’? performance. This all bronze 
and wear. Can be used with stock exhaust pipes, but requires our special Crosley “fog type,’’ exhaust pressure injector uses 


single or dual racing manifold for installation. water, Vitane or water & alcohol as an ‘‘Anti- 
Crosley Headers (with flange) ..........-..-2----s-seseeseeesesnensneneee> $28.95 knock,’’? Anti-Detonant. Give car data. Send 


Crosley Finned Aluminum Valve Cover. -. 16.94 ; ; $ 
Crosley Dual or Single Racing Manifold... Be Peale bit SLES ertras <Conmien ie 24.95 
Crosley Hot Cams (any grind) Outright...........202...22..2-...eeeee 37.50 1% gal. tank. postpaid 


NO SKIP, MISS OR BUCK 
With the Newhouse 


Improved BREAKER PLATE 


Stops skipping and motor missing caused by the 
single contact system. Easy to install. It is NOT 
necesary to remove rivets or driving mechanism of the 
distributor. Simply place the new twin distributor 
plate on top fo the original plate. Secure the twin 
plate by using the original condenser mounting screw. 
) No riveting or replacing of rotor or bearing. Installed 
; by anyone—anywhere. $6.95 Complete (Instructions 
49-'52 Fords and Mercs, '50-'52 Lincolns and ’37-’52 Chevys. 


NEWHOUSE STOCKS COMPLETE HOT-ROD EQUIPMENT FOR ALL CARS 


Also. THOUSANDS of other items ready for “SAME DAY” shipment. In- 
cluding all brands of dual manifolds, high compression heads, ignitions, 
Mirae a helmets, pistons, flywheels, headers, mufflers 

E tes and all other speed and power accessories. All equipment is 
FULLY GUARANTEED and prices are STRICTLY COMPETITIVE. " 


1952 SPEED EQUIPMENT CATALOG 
AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES complete new catalog picturing and describin 


TUNE WITH SYNCHRO-GIZZ 


This fine precision instrument is ideal for syn- 
chronizing dual or triple carburetors on any 
motor. Used first on one carburetor and then on 
the other (with motor idling), Synero-Gizz allows 
you to set the throttle for perfect balance be- 
tween carburetors, Smoother, quieter ‘Syncro- 
Gizzed’’ engines give more power, speed and 
better fuel economy. It pays for itself the first tuning job. 


Complete . . . $5.95 


Included). Fits 


G hundreds of speed equipment 


2 Deolerships Available items for all cars. 25¢ Postpaid. (Dealers request wholesale catalog. ) 
POM sir ace oven te worse © Dept. R-12, 5805 East Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles 22, Calif 
‘ . 


Soe es 


